ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
The Environment Committee is charged with dealing with events in and around Sandhurst that are outside the Parks.

The Clean Team deserve pride of place in this report as our team continue to deliver sterling service to the community, week in, week out whatever the weather they persevere with trying to keep our Town clean. Heather and Wendy are worth their weight in gold.  Our sponsors remain the same.  If anyone would like to join Beesleys & GoodmansHair and Wigs and Romans with a yearly donation or like Toyota with specific help in purchasing equipment please contact the Council Offices or myself direct.

In Autumn members of the Environment Committee and the groundsmen planted spring bulbs in Owlsmoor Park, outside the back entrance of the Royal Military Academy and at the entrance to Gower Park. The Environment Committee also looks after footpaths in and around Sandhurst and request maintenance from BFBC where necessary.

As you will have seen from the latest Newsletter members of the Police Point volunteers were recognised at the Annual Community Awards after the Civic Service at St. George’s Church, Owlsmoor.  These five people, have contributed over 5000 hours service in the Point and are founder members, working there since 2000.  Unfortunately Ethel McCombe could not attend due to a bereavement in the family. This has been and continues to be, a concerted effort from dedicated members of our community.

As the Town Council and Thames Valley Police were co-originators of the Police Point, (incidentally the first in the U.K.), we, as a Council, have become increasingly uneasy about the gradual diminution of its numbers.  From over 30 volunteers in 2000 it had, during last summer, dropped to 9 active members.  The Council had meetings with Acting Chief Inspector Simon Bowden the area Commander and Inspector Mike Squires at which we expressed our disquiet about this fall in numbers. We were concerned that around 20 volunteers, who had expressed an interest in joining the Police Point in January 2007, were still, not active.  In January 2008 they were still waiting vetting and/or training.  As Deputy Mayor and Chair of the Environment Committee I wrote to Chief Constable Sara Thornton about this concern and the fact that the Police Point could fail through lack of volunteers.  The vetting process is much more stringent than in the past but even so we felt 12 months was too long a period and that volunteers would become disillusioned. At the time of writing there is 1 new volunteer working at the Police Point and another imminent.  Sandhurst now had 3 P.C.’s, Amanda Price, Justin Barton and Gary Campion, 3 PCSO’s who cover Crowthorne and Sandhurst, Rebecca Swann, Catherine Bullen and Ivana Houska- Mitchell.

One of the more pleasing events of the last year was the opening of Waitrose Supermarket on the old Safeway/Morrison site.  The Council welcomes this company to Sandhurst as an excellent facility in College Town and hope that they will do well and prosper in our Community.  Waitrose is well known for its engagement in the communities where it operates and we hope to involve them in some sponsorship in the near future.  New re-cycling bins are being placed in the Waitrose car park and the ones at the Jolly Farmer Public House will be retained.

I have to report that, notwithstanding the Herculean efforts by Councillor Dale Birch, backed by other Councillors, our MP Mr Andrew MacKay and the SRA, the Post Office have decided to close the Post Office in Mill Parade, Little Sandhurst.  This is a blow for our Town, in particular the older, non-car owning residents who will find it a great inconvenience to walk to Central Sandhurst Post Office. Even those with cars will have difficulty parking when they get there.  This so-called “Consultation Exercise” was revealed for the sham it was when none of the arguments put forward by the community were taken into account.  The closure of the Post Office Counter will almost certainly effect the viability of the convenience store but it is hoped that the residents will continue to support it.

Remembrance Sunday was well attended again and even the weather, which had been wet during the morning, cleared up for the ceremony itself.  Yet again the R.M.A. attended and made a spectacular sight around the War Memorial.  It was particularly poignant this year with our young men and women fighting and dying in two theatres of war.

Councillor Brossard is Chairman of the Neighbourhood Action Group, which goes under the quite inappropriate name of NAG.  Councillors Edger, Blair and myself ably support him.  This organisation grew out of the Neighbourhood Forums and is tasked with trying to deliver on the subjects stated as most important by residents.  This organisation is sponsored by BFBC and supported by the Police.  I was concerned to hear at the College Meadows Annual General Meeting that it was their understanding that residents were not allowed to speak at the Neighbourhood Forums. This is certainly not the case, but the misunderstanding may be the reason why the numbers of attendees dropped off dramatically.

I have been co-opted onto the BFBC Overview and Scrutiny Panel – Litter and Street Scene and Councillor Allen attends the Panel on Waste Management.

A new sub-committee has been inaugurated, specifically dealing with Communications and as Chairman I am grateful for all the support I have received from my fellow Councillors.  We are aiming to piggyback with BFBC in producing a Welcome Pack for newcomers to our community and produce a Town Guide, in due course.  As part of this engagement in better communications with residents we held a Road Show at the Centenary Fete at College Town Schools and last week a much more ambitious event at the Atrium at the Meadows.  We have aimed to tell everyone about all the events that happen in Sandhurst. 

Picking up on one of the ‘Sandhurst Forum for the Future’ points we have worked with South Hill Park to put on “Town Mouse Country Mouse” and The Three Tenors will be singing on 6th July and a Cuban Salsa Band should be an exciting event on 5th July .

I was invited by Dawn Day, BFBG Extended Services co-ordinator, to join a Steering Group and help in working out a plan to meet the needs of the community.  One of the aims of this group is how to integrate newcomers to the area who have come from very different cultures.  In Sandhurst this is mainly the Nepali community.  Problems to be tackled are language difficulties and trying to make sure that their own culture is not sub-merged by ours.

Finally, the fencing at Sandhurst Halt.  I hope you have read my article in the SRA Magazine, in which I attempt to explain the sequence of events behind the replacement of the old broken railings. I am sad that a there are people who do not like it but I hope that it blends into the background tempers will cool.

I have enjoyed this the first year of the new cycle and my own fifth as a Councillor. I am grateful to my fellow Councillors and Deborah Kirby, the Assistant Executive Officer, for all their help.  As I have also been Deputy Mayor since last May I am mindful of the guidance of Chris Smith, our Executive Officer, without whose steady hand on the tiller many of us would struggle.
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