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SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex on Thursday 14th May 2009 at 7.45 p.m. ending at 8.30 p.m.

----------------

PRESENT:
Councillors - 
Mrs C Cupper (Chairman), Mrs J Bettison, R Blair, A Blatchford,          J Blowfield, M Brossard, B Edger, Mrs D Pidgeon, R Simonds,            Mrs A Shephard.

APOLOGIES:  Councillors – N Bowers, G Ramsey.

-----------------

46.
Announcements.  The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as stated in the Committee procedures document. NOTED.
47.
Declarations of Interest. Members were reminded to declare interest in agenda items wherever relevant.  NOTED.


48.
Nepali Community Support Worker.

The newly appointed Nepali Community Support Worker at Bracknell Forest Council, Mr Bal Bahadur Rai, introduced himself to the Committee and spoke about his role. Bal will be helping to integrate the Nepalese into the community, and he is looking forward to working with Sandhurst Town Council, to this end. NOTED  

49.
Urgent Items - NOT INCLUDED UNDER MATTERS ARISING.

None.

50.
Minutes.  The minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 12th March 2009 were agreed by the Committee as a true record.

51.
Matters arising from the minutes.
(a)   
Millennium Roadstone. Cllr Mrs Cupper explained that a final decision was yet to be made on a location for the roadstone and until this happens planning permission cannot be sought. It was suggested that a small group of people from the Committee be given delegated responsibility to visit all possible sites and choose the most appropriate. The volunteers were Cllr Mrs Cupper, Cllr Blair, Cllr Mrs Pidgeon and Cllr Simonds who arranged to meet at Shepherd Meadows Car Park on Monday 18th May at 5pm. ACTION


Vanessa had spoken to Mr Lever, who was willing and able to replace our Millennium Roadstone and who would be sending us a quote for the work.  NOTED

(b)
Chewing Gum Action Group.  It was decided that instead of signing up to the Chewing Gum Action Group Sandhurst Town Council would notify Bracknell Forest Council of areas that were heavily littered with chewing gum. Bracknell Forest Council would then be able use their gum-blasting machine to clean up these areas. Vanessa will notify Bracknell Forest Council of the areas that already require attention, including Owlsmoor shops, College Town shops and Central Sandhurst shops. ACTION

(c)
Heritage Open Days. The Heritage Day Information was sent to Dr Peter Holmes, member of the Museum Committee, who was already aware of the Open Days and would be participating. NOTED

(d)
Bracknell Forest Climate Change Partnership. Cllr Blair volunteered to attend the last meeting of the Bracknell Forest Climate Change Partnership, but unfortunately had to send his apologies. NOTED
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(e)
Sandhurst Well. Cllr Pidgeon had spoken to the residents of neighbouring properties about maintenance of the undergrowth surrounding Sandhurst Well. The residents currently trim these areas when possible, but believe the issue needs tackling properly. Vanessa will clarify whether this is the responsibility of Sandhurst Town Council or the Highways Department at Bracknell Forest Council. ACTION
52.
(a)
Appointments to Outside Bodies.  It was agreed that the following Councillors would be



appointed to outside bodies and committees as follows:             



Blackwater Valley Recreation and Countryside Management Committee



Cllr Mrs Pidgeon, Cllr Bowers (sub)



Bannister Charity



Cllr Mrs Shephard and Cllr Mrs Bettison


Edgbarrow/Sandhurst Sports Centre Management Committee


Cllr Bowers and Cllr Mrs Pidgeon, Cllr Mrs Bettison (sub)


Cllr Simonds represents the Borough on the Committee


Bracknell Forest Parish Council Liaison Committee


Cllr Mrs Bettison and Cllr Mrs Cupper, Cllr Birch (sub)


Sandhurst Day Centre


Cllr Mrs Shephard


New Owlsmoor Centre


Cllr Mrs Shephard


Clean Team


Cllr Mrs Cupper and Cllr Blair


Museum Trust


Cllr Mrs Pidgeon, Cllr Mrs Shephard and Cllr Blatchford



Heritage Forum


Cllr Mrs Bettison, Cllr Blatchford and Cllr Ramsey


Biodiversity Forum


Cllr Mrs Cupper


Bracknell Forest Partnership


Mayor or Deputy Mayor


Bracknell Forest Voluntary Association


Cllr Brossard, Cllr Mrs Bettison (sub)


(b)
Footpaths in Sandhurst. It was agreed that the responsibility to oversee footpaths would be delegated as follows:



Owlsmoor

Cllr Simonds

Oversee Foresters Way roundabout and Owlsmoor Bog

Cllr Blowfield

Top of College Road to Wadhams 

Cllr Bowers

Owlsmoor Recreation ground

Cllr Mrs Shephard

Birkbeck Place to Moor Close onto Yeovil Road

Cllr Simonds

South Road and Footpaths off South Road

Cllr Worrall

Frontage of Owlsmoor School
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College Town.



Cllr Blatchford

Fairmead Close to Yorktown Road

Cllr Blair


Oversee shopping areas

Cllr Edger


Footpath 1 Waitrose to College Farm 



Cllr Blair


Footpath 15 Branksome Hill Road to College Road

Central Sandhurst.

Cllr Ramsey

Footpath 8 & 13a Edgbarrow Woods

Cllr Ronca


Footpath 2 along the railway

Cllr Ramsey

Footpath beside shops to Gough’s Meadow



Cllr Ramsey

Snaprails Park

Little Sandhurst.

Cllr Mrs Pidgeon

Footpaths 11, 19 & Horseshoe Lake

Cllr Brossard

Footpaths 14 & 16

Cllr Birch


Footpaths 3 & 4 Scotland Hill, Perry Hill, Rectory Close

Cllr Mrs Bettison

Footpath 17

Cllr Mrs Pidgeon

Footpath 10 & 12

Yet to be allocated

Footpaths 7 & 7a

Cllr Ronca


Footpaths 5, 5a & 6

Cllr Brossard

Ambarrow Crescent to Maybrick Close



Cllr Mrs Pidgeon

Footpaths 9 & 9a & Ambarrow Hill



The Scouts keep footpath 15 clear. NOTED
(c)
Notice Boards in Sandhurst.  The allocation of notice boards was made so that Councillors could make sure the notice board and the notices were kept in order.  The allocation was made as follows: 

Cllr Ronca 

the notice board by the Railway 

Cllr Brossard 

the notice board by the Library 

Cllr Bowers 

one notice board on Yeovil Road 

Cllr Mrs Shephard 

one notice board on Yeovil Road

Cllr Mrs Shephard

the notice board on Harvard Road

Cllr Bowers

the notice board on the Park 

Cllr Mrs Pidgeon

the notice board on Ambarrow Crescent

Cllr Mrs Pidgeon

the notice board on Longdown Road 

Cllr Simonds

the notice board by Waitrose

Cllr Blair 


the notice board by College Town School  



Office


the notice board at Tesco

(d)
Interests/Expertise.  


Bordering County Liaison

   Cllr Allen


Educational Matters


   Cllr Mrs Shephard


Youth



   Cllr Mrs Bettison


Health



   Cllr Mrs Bettison


Social Care


   Cllr Edger


Housing



   Cllr Birch


Environmental Matters

   Cllr Blatchford


Extended Services


   Cllr Mrs Bettison, Cllr Mrs Pidgeon


Local Policing


   Cllr Mrs Cupper


Campaigns



   Cllr Mrs Cupper, Cllr Mrs Pidgeon,  



 Cllr Mrs Bettison



                       


Telecommunications Masts

   Cllr Mrs Shephard, Cllr Mrs Pidgeon, Cllr Allen,

   Cllr Mrs Bettison, Cllr Simonds, Cllr Ramsey

Recycling
   Cllr Mrs Cupper, Cllr Ramsey, Cllr Mrs Bettison

Local Development Framework
   Cllr Mrs Bettison, Cllr Ramsey, Cllr Bowers, 

   Cllr Ronca
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Senior Citizens
   Cllr Simonds

Bracknell Town Regeneration
   Cllr Allen, Cllr Mrs Bettison

Engagement with hard to reach groups  Cllr Mrs Bettison

Engagement with Volunteer groups
   Cllr Brossard

53.
Items for Information / Decision.

(a)
Bulbs. Instead of planting daffodil bulbs in the cold October weather, only for the daffodils to be damaged once in flower, Cllr Mrs Cupper suggested that the Committee look at planting alternative flower bulbs in August / September. Unfortunately snowdrops are now out of season, but crocuses will be available. Cllr Blair had obtained a quote for 150 crocus bulbs from Henry Street Garden Centre, but will further negotiate if the Committee decide to go ahead with the plating of bulbs again this year. NOTED

Cllr Edger volunteered his help in planting the bulbs, as he thought the flowers looked very nice last time, especially outside the College Town entrance to the Royal Military Academy. NOTED
54.
Councillors Reports.


Cllr Blair reported that the bench on the corner of Richmond Road in College Town had been badly damaged again, and that residents living in the flats weren’t happy with the noise and litter it was attracting from the young people that use it. It was Proposed by Cllr Blair and Seconded by Cllr Blatchford that we have the bench removed. ACTION
It was also noted that the plinth on the bench on Longdown Road needed making lower, as it was far too high. ACTION

Cllr Brossard informed Members that a survey had been carried out about the Sandhurst library and car park extension. Due to the line of trees, the initial plan for an extra 35 car parking spaces had been lowered to 25, but is still subject to funding. NOTED

Cllr Pidgeon mentioned that she had been to Peacock Farm Country Park recently and was amazed by the wonderful wildlife. The Committee were reassured that the Country Park wouldn’t all be taken up by the planned development. NOTED
Cllr Blatchford reported that there had been a delay in creating a roundabout from the Peacock Farm estate and linking to the A329, due to a shortage of funds. Although construction of the roundabout was planned following the 399th house, it would now cause traffic congestion and has therefore been postponed. NOTED 
55.
Next Meeting.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday 9th July 2009 in the Kitty Dancy Room.
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