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SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex on Thursday 9th July 2009 at 7.45 p.m. ending at 8.30 p.m.

----------------

PRESENT:
Councillors - 
Mrs C Cupper (Chairman), Mrs J Bettison, R Blair, N Bowers,               M Brossard, Mrs D Pidgeon, G Ramsey, Mrs A Shephard.

APOLOGIES:  Councillors – B Edger, R Simonds.

-----------------

1.
Announcements.  The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as stated in the Committee procedures document. NOTED.
2.
Declarations of Interest. Members were reminded to declare interest in agenda items wherever relevant.  NOTED.
 

3.
Urgent Items - NOT INCLUDED UNDER MATTERS ARISING.

None.

4.
Minutes.  The minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 14th May 2009 were agreed by the Committee as a true record.

5.
Matters arising from the minutes.
(a)   
Millennium Roadstone. Vanessa explained that a pre-application enquiry had been submitted to Bracknell Forest Council, for advice on the chosen location of the Millennium Stone. The location that was chosen following a site visit by members of the Committee was the land at the junction of Raeburn Way and Marshall Road.  Bracknell Forest Council have requested a scaled plan of the proposed location so that the distance from the back edge of the footpath can be measured. Vanessa will ask Robin to measure the grassed area so that a scaled plan can then be drawn up and submitted. ACTION


Despite several telephone calls Mr Lever has not yet supplied a quote for the new Millennium Stone. Vanessa will continue to chase this up. ACTION
(b)
Chewing Gum Action Group. Vanessa had spoken to Stuart Ballantine from Bracknell Forest Council about the areas of Sandhurst that were heavily littered with chewing gum. Stuart explained that chewing gum removal was not included in their standard cleansing operation. In order to facilitate removal of the gum funds would need to be made available. NOTED
(c)
Sandhurst Well. Robin has agreed to remove the undergrowth from around Sandhurst Well. ACTION

(d)
Richmond Road Bench. The Groundsmen will be removing the bench on the corner of Richmond Road, College Town. ACTION
(e)
Longdown Road Bench. Robin will assess the bench on Longdown Road and will let us know whether the seat can be adjusted in order to make it more comfortable and easier to use. ACTION
6.
Items for Information / Decision.

(a)
Carriageway Resurfacing Programme. A notice had been received from Bracknell Forest Council stating that Mickle Hill would be closed to vehicles for approximately five weeks due to resurfacing works. The works are due to commence on 22nd July 2009. NOTED
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(b)
New Waiting Restrictions. A letter had been received from Bracknell Forest Council notifying the Committee of a Traffic Regulation Order, which included the introduction of new waiting restrictions throughout the borough. As part of this scheme Bracknell Forest Council are planning to remove an existing disabled bay in Wellington Terrace. Any objections should be sent in writing no later than 23rd July 2009. NOTED

(c)
Longshot Lane Civic Amenity Site. An email indicated that the Longshot Lane Civic Amenity Site and Waste Transfer Station would be reopening on 13th July at 9am. NOTED


(d)
Highway Maintenance Scrutiny Review. The Environment, Culture and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Panel at Bracknell Forest Council are seeking representation from the Town Councils in Bracknell Forest to participate in a proposed overview and scrutiny review of highway maintenance. Cllr Mrs Cupper put herself forward. NOTED

(e)
Flooding. A report is being compiled by engineers on areas that are prone to flooding. It would be useful if this information could be gathered before the next liaison meeting, which is being held on 29th September 2009. Cllr Mrs Pidgeon agreed to pursue this matter. ACTION
7.
Councillors Reports.


Cllr Mrs Cupper thanked Cllr Blair for compiling the record book on Berrybank Copse. The book is going to be shared with the Manager of Waitrose, Carolyn Bailey, before she moves to another branch later this month. It will then be kept as a record of how Berrybank Copse was transformed from wasteland to a beautiful nature reserve. NOTED


Cllr Brossard notified the Committee of a Planning Application for 25 additional car parking spaces at Broadway House. Residents of Broadway House are objecting to the proposal and drawing up a petition. The Planning Department at Bracknell Forest Council will keep us up to date with any decisions that are made. NOTED


Cllr Ramsey attended a meeting of Longdown Lodge Residents Association at which they discussed the problem with trail bikes being driven through the area during unsociable hours. Sergeant Graham Thorne from Thames Valley Police is aware of the issue. It was thought that prevention methods should be explored, such as the metal access barriers used in Wokingham. Vanessa will look into deterrent methods currently used by Bracknell Forest Council, to see whether there are any less unsightly options. It would also be useful to find out what action Thames Valley Police have taken, as the elderly people who live close by could easily get hurt. ACTION

Cllr Mrs Pidgeon thanked all those who volunteered their help at the Sandhurst Arts Festival. £509.63 was raised for the Mayor’s Charity – Sandhurst Day Centre. NOTED

Cllr Mrs Cupper thanked Cllr Mrs Pidgeon, Cllr Bowers, Chris Smith and the Sandhurst Town Council team for their help in organising the Arts Festival and stated that some very nice comments had been received from local residents. NOTED
Cllr Mrs Cupper mentioned that the bus shelter outside Waitrose, College Town, was very dirty and needed cleaning. This will need reporting to Bracknell Forest Council. ACTION

8.
Next Meeting.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday 10th September 2009 in the Kitty Dancy Room.
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