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SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex on Thursday 10th September 2009 at 7.45 p.m. ending at 8.30 p.m.

----------------

PRESENT:
Councillors - 
Mrs C Cupper (Chairman), Mrs J Bettison, R Blair, B Edger, G Ramsey, Mrs A Shephard, R Simonds, D Worrall.

APOLOGIES:  Councillors – N Bowers, M Brossard, Cllr Mrs Pidgeon.

-----------------

9.
Announcements.  The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as stated in the Committee procedures document. NOTED.
10.
Declarations of Interest. Members were reminded to declare interest in agenda items wherever relevant.  NOTED.
 

11.
Urgent Items - NOT INCLUDED UNDER MATTERS ARISING.

None.

12.
Minutes.  The minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 9th July 2009 were agreed by the Committee as a true record.

13.
Matters arising from the minutes.
(a)   
Millennium Roadstone. A scaled plan of the chosen location has now been submitted to Bracknell Forest Planning Department as part of the pre-planning application. Once a response has been received a full planning application will be submitted. NOTED


A letter will be written to Mr Lever with regard to a quotation for the work. ACTION

(b)
Sandhurst Well. The undergrowth has been removed from around Sandhurst Well. NOTED
(c)
Richmond Road Bench. The bench on the corner of Richmond Road has been removed. NOTED

(d)
Longdown Road Bench. The Groundstaff have assessed the bench on Longdown Road and believe that the only way of making the seat slightly higher would be to fix additional wooden slats on to those that already exist. The Groundstaff will use the slats from the Richmond Road bench in order to do so. ACTION
(e)
Flooding. An update is not yet available on the progress of the flood report, but the aim is to obtain a copy of the report for the next liaison meeting on 29th September. This information may be available via the Environment Agency website. ACTION
(f)
Access Barriers. A response had been received from the Traffic & Safety Group at Bracknell Forest Council stating that motorbikes on footways and cycle tracks are a recognised problem. However, Bracknell Forest Council are heavily regulated with regard to what they can place on the highway and what clearances they are required to maintain. The Disability Discrimination Act requires a clearance of 1.5 metres so that wheelchair users are not excluded from using the facilities. The problem being that motorbikes can then still get through so these issues are often referred to Thames Valley Police for enforcement. Staggered barriers have been placed in numerous locations, but they are of the standard galvanised metal, rather than something more innovative, and this is mainly due to the limited budget available for such issues. NOTED
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The number plates of offending motorbikes have been noted by local residents living near Longdown Lodge and have been passed to Sergeant Graham Thorne of Thames Valley Police. Cllr Ramsey will raise the issue at the next Neighbourhood Action Group meeting. ACTION
(g)
College Town Bus Shelter. It was proposed that this bus shelter be replaced rather than cleaned. NOTED
14.
Budgets 2010-2011. The Assistant Executive Officer distributed a breakdown of items within the Environment budget for 2009/2010. Committee Members were asked to think about items for the 2010/2011 budget for discussion at the next meeting. ACTION
15.
Items for Information / Decision.

(a)
Street Naming & Numbering. A letter had been received from Bracknell Forest Council stating that a property previously known as The Lodge, Owlsmoor Primary School or 20 Cambridge Road, Owlsmoor Primary School, will now been known as The Lodge, 20 Cambridge Road. NOTED
(b)
Health Awareness Forum. All Councillors had received an invitation to attend a Health Awareness Forum on Friday 25th September 2009 organised by the Sandhurst and Owlsmoor Patient Focus Group. NOTED

(c)
Bracknell Forest Partnership Annual Report. An email had been received from Bracknell Forest Council stating that Bracknell Forest Partnership were publishing an annual report, which covered the progress made in 2008/09 towards achieving priorities from the Sustainable Community Strategy and the targets in the Local Area Agreement. In order to help them compile this report they asked that any available information be fed back to them by 18th September. NOTED


(d)
Climate Change Partnership. A letter from Bracknell Forest Climate Change Partnership had been received, asking whether Sandhurst Town Council had published any policies or action plans in relation to Climate Change. No documents of this kind were identified. NOTED 

(e)
Annual Public Meeting. Members had received an invitation to attend the NHS Berkshire East Annual Public Meeting on 22nd September 2009. The Assistant Executive Officer asked anyone who was interested to let her know so that she could respond on behalf of the Committee. NOTED

(f)
Dog Warden Service. Sandhurst Town Council’s contribution towards the Dog Warden Service will be increasing by 5%, as of this year, and will need to be incorporated in to the budget. Quarterly statistic reports will be provided as to the work carried out by the Dog Warden Service, but the Assistant Executive Officer has agreed to request details of any follow-up action taken. ACTION 



Cllr Edger Proposed and Cllr Blatchford Seconded that the Committee agree to the 5% increase. A majority of Committee Members were in favour, Councillor Worrall abstained. NOTED

(g)
Clean Team Sponsorship. Romans Property Services will not be continuing their financial support for the Clean Team due to the current economic climate. They will review their position in the future. NOTED



Cllr Mrs Cupper agreed to compose a letter to all local businesses asking whether they would be interested in sponsoring the Clean Team. ACTION
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(h)
Seating in Sandhurst. An elderly lady from Derby who recently visited Sandhurst, wrote a letter to explain that whilst she very much enjoyed her stay she didn’t think there were enough seats on which to rest when walking to and from the shops. Cllr Mrs Cupper will thank the lady for her letter and for future reference will explain where the various seats in Sandhurst are located. ACTION 

(i)
Complaint about Indian Restaurant. A complaint had been received from the resident of 25 High Street, in relation to the new Sandhurst Tandoori Restaurant that has opened in Mill Parade. Cllr Mrs Cupper will write to the resident informing her that the complaint will need to be forwarded to Bracknell Forest Environmental Department. ACTION

(j)
Bus Shelters. The Assistant Executive Officer will be speaking to Bracknell Forest Council about placing a seat in the bus shelter near Wellington Terrace, as mentioned at the Full Council Meeting on 3rd September 2009. ACTION

(k)
Bulbs. Cllr Blair had purchased bluebell and crocus bulbs from Henry Street Garden Centre on behalf of Sandhurst Town Council. The bluebells will be planted in the cleared woodland towards the balancing pond and the crocuses in various locations around Sandhurst. Cllr Mrs Bettison will drive around the area to identify the most suitable locations. ACTION



Several dates were arranged for Committee Members to plant the bulbs:



Tuesday 13th October – Cllr Mrs Bettison, Cllr Mrs Cupper & Cllr Mrs Shephard



Tuesday 20th October – Cllr Mrs Bettison, Cllr Mrs Cupper & Cllr Mrs Shephard



Wednesday 21st October – Cllr Blatchford & Cllr Edger



ACTION


(l)
Red Telephone Box. A letter had been received from BT inviting Sandhurst Town Council to consider adopting the red telephone kiosk in Sandhurst for £1. The Committee decided against this due to the regular cost of maintenance that would be required. NOTED
16.
Councillors Reports. There were no reports from Councillors.
17.
Next Meeting.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday 12th November 2009 in the Kitty Dancy Room.
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