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SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex on Thursday 12th November 2009 at 7.45 p.m. ending at 9.20 p.m.

----------------

PRESENT:
Councillors - 
Mrs C Cupper (Chairman), Mrs J Bettison, N Bowers, B Edger,          Mrs  D Pidgeon, G Ramsey, Mrs A Shephard.

APOLOGIES:  Councillors – R Blair, A Blatchford, M Brossard, R Simonds, D Worrall.

-----------------

18.
Announcements.  The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as stated in the Committee procedures document. NOTED.
19.
Declarations of Interest. Members were reminded to declare interest in agenda items wherever relevant.  NOTED.


20.
Presentation by Kath Cox. Kath Cox, Head of Traveller Education at Bracknell Forest Council, delivered a presentation on Gypsy, Roma and Travellers in Sandhurst. The presentation raised awareness of the different families that live within Sandhurst and methods through which the Sandhurst community could become more united.
21.
Urgent Items - NOT INCLUDED UNDER MATTERS ARISING.

None.

22.
Minutes.  The minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 10th September 2009 were agreed by the Committee as a true record.

23.
Matters arising from the minutes.
(a)   
Millennium Roadstone. Unfortunately Mr Lever still hasn’t provided a quote, despite having received our request in writing. In order to try and progress this situation Chris Ward of Bamtree Construction has been asked to provide a quote for the brickwork, and the funeral directors in College Town have been asked to provide a quote for the stone. NOTED

(b)
Longdown Road Bench. The Groundstaff have assessed the bench on Longdown Road and believe that it needs replacing. NOTED
(c)
Flooding. Cllr Mrs Cupper had printed off some flooding data from the Bracknell Forest Council website and a map of the Bracknell Forest flood warning areas, which included Sandhurst. An article will be placed in the next Sandhurst Town Council newsletter reminding residents to clear ditches and gutters, especially as all the leaves are now falling. NOTED

(d)
Access Barriers. No update available as yet. NOTED
(e)
Dog Warden Service. David Steeds, Head of Environmental Health at Bracknell Forest Council, has agreed to provide details of action taken following dog-related incidents as part of the next quarterly report in January 2010. NOTED
(f)
Clean Team Sponsorship. Cllr Mrs Cupper has designed a poster to distribute to local businesses in Sandhurst, advertising for Clean Team sponsorship. ACTION
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(g)
Seating in Sandhurst. Cllr Mrs Cupper had written a reply to the lady who commented on the lack of seating in Sandhurst. NOTED

(h)
Complaint about Indian Restaurant. The complaint about the Indian restaurant in High Street, Little Sandhurst, was forwarded to Bracknell Forest’s Environmental department. NOTED

(i)
Bus Shelters. An email had been received from Darren McArthur, Assistant Engineer in the Engineering Projects & Highway Adoptions team at Bracknell Forest Council, stating that there was no bench in the Wellington Road bus shelter because the gas pipe running underneath is where the bench legs would need to be dug. Darren is looking in to alternative fixing methods for the bench and will keep us updated. NOTED

(j)
Bulbs. The bulbs have now been planted and an article has been published in the local newspaper. NOTED
24.
Items for Information / Decision.

(a)
Sandhurst Halt. A response had been received from the Department for Transport following Cllr Mrs Cupper’s letter to the Office of Rail Regulation. The response stated that Officials met with First Great Western in August to review progress on current schemes, and Sandhurst was discussed. However, he confirmed that the project has not been formally withdrawn and that the Department remains happy to “match” funding as originally agreed. Should First Great Western be unable to complete the project this year the Department for Transport will look favourably on the application should they decide to resubmit in future. NOTED
(b)
Budgets 2010 – 2011. Discussion was held about Sandhurst Town Council sharing the cost of an additional PCSO. The Committee decided that an additional PCSO wasn’t needed in Sandhurst at this moment in time, but that the situation would be reviewed on an annual basis. NOTED


It was suggested that the Clean Team budget be increased from £17,100 to £19,000 and the Remembrance Service budget increased from £400 to £500. NOTED

(c)
Community Award Panel Members. Cllr Mrs Cupper and Cllr Ramsey agreed to be on the Community Award Panel and Cllr Birch, as Deputy Mayor, will be asked to join them. NOTED


(d)
Invitation to the Opening of The Alders Children’s Centre.  Councillors were invited to the opening of The Alders Children’s Centre on 7th December 2009, 9.30am – 10.30am. Anyone who would like to attend should notify Vanessa Tucker. NOTED

(e)
Climate Change Partnership. Cllr Mrs Cupper will ask Cllr Blair whether he is still able to represent Sandhurst Town Council at the Climate Change Partnership meetings. No other volunteers came forward at this time. ACTION

(f)
Devon Close Residents Association. A letter had been received from Devon Close Residents Association regarding an overhanging Maple tree in Devon Close. A copy of this letter will be passed on to a Bracknell Forest Councillor for the relevant action to be sought. A representative from Devon Close Residents Association will be invited to the next meeting of Sandhurst Residents Associations. ACTION 

(g)
Sandhurst Pride Photographs. Councillors were asked to select five photographs that would best represent Sandhurst Pride, to be shown at the Bracknell Forest Partnership Award ceremony should Sandhurst Town Council be chosen. NOTED 
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(h)
Update on Police Matters.  A meeting with Simon Bowden had taken place to discuss police matters in Sandhurst. One topic of discussion was an additional PCSO, with the cost being shared between Sandhurst Town Council and Thames Valley Police. NOTED
25.
Councillors Reports. 

Cllr Bowers mentioned that the Groundstaff were currently re-varnishing the notice boards throughout Sandhurst as some were starting to look a little untidy. NOTED

26.
Next Meeting.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday 14th January 2009 in the Kitty Dancy Room.
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