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SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex on Thursday 8th September 2011 at 7.45 p.m. ending at 8.54 p.m.

--------------
PRESENT:
Councillors - Mrs C Cupper (Chairman), Mrs J Bettison, A Blatchford, B Piggin (Sub).
APOLOGIES:
Councillors - M Brossard, D Evans, Mrs P McKenzie, G Ramsey.
--------------
18.
Announcements.  The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as stated in the Committee procedures document. NOTED.
19.
Declarations of Interest. Members were reminded to declare interest in agenda items wherever relevant.


Cllr Mrs J Bettison declared her interest in Keep Mobile. NOTED.


20.
Urgent Items - NOT INCLUDED UNDER MATTERS ARISING.
None. NOTED.

21.
Minutes.  The Committee agreed the minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 14th July 2011 as a true record. 

22.
Matters arising from the minutes.
(a) Minute 14(d) -Dog Fouling. 


Cllr Mrs Cupper advised the meeting that “BARDO” – be a responsible dog owner costume would be used for the campaign in conjunction with Bracknell Forest. The Assistant Executive Officer is to order 500 dog pooh bag holders for distribution with the Sandhurst Pride logo printed onto each one. ACTION.
(b) Minute 14(e) -Notice Boards. 
Cllr Mrs McKenzie had photographed the noticeboard outside Waitrose as it required some maintenance. It was agreed that it be replaced with one of the spares kept in the Grounds staff compound and then it could be repaired at leisure.  The only Notice board still to be checked was the one on Harvard Road.  The meeting agreed that the cost of new noticeboards should be available, should the need arise. ACTION 

(c) Minute 14(f) –RRR.

Cllr Mrs Cupper advised that only two (2) Councillors had replied and more Champions were needed and asked the meeting to give this serious consideration. ACTION.
(d) Minute 14(g) –RMA. 


The Assistant Executive Officer reported that the Welfare Officer was currently overstretched but that she would arrange a meeting with her in the Autumn. ACTION.
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(e)
Minute 14(h) – Photographic Exhibition.

Cllr Piggin thanked the Assistant Executive Officer for the diligent manner in which she organised the Photographic Exhibition. NOTED.
(f) Minute 14 (i) -Broadmoor Hospital. 

There had been an exhibition at Edgbarrow Sports Centre and another at Crowthorne Library and one was now planned for Sandhurst as planning permission has now been applied for. As yet a date had not been organised. NOTED.
(g)
Minute 14 (j) - Payback Scheme. 

Cllr Mrs Cupper had asked NSO PC Gary Campion to get some painters in to assist at the Coffee Spot.  They had done a fantastic job of painting rooms in the Day Centre NOTED.

(h)
Minute 15 (a) - Environment Warden.

To date the hourly cost for the Environment Warden was still unknown but the meeting agreed that funds should be allocated to this role as enforcement may be the only way to stop littering and dog fouling. NOTED.
(i)
Minute 15 (b) -Youth Project.

No decision can be made on which Youth Project to support until Bracknell Forest Council concluded their meetings on the subject. ACTION.
23.
Items for Information/Decision. 

(a) Highway Maintenance.

Cllr Mrs Cupper had attended the Working Group of the Environment, Culture and Communities Overview & Scrutiny Panel in July and the Highway Maintenance Report following that meeting was available should anyone wish to read it. NOTED.
(b) Grit Bins. 


The Assistant Executive Officer advised that the initial cost for a new grit bin is currently £467.89.  This includes adding the bin location to the winter service plan, purchase of the bin, placing it, filling it and refilling (as far as resources permit, probably no more than once a week) for the winter season.  After the first year the current charge is £100.76 per winter season.  

(c) Christmas Lights Event.

The Assistant Executive Officer advised that the tree had been ordered as had the sound and lighting and letters were going out to Waitrose, Marks & Spencers, The Co-Operative and Tesco requesting donations again this year for mulled wine, mince pies and sweets. Cllr Piggin offered to be Santa this year and the Assistant Executive Officer was to ascertain where the suit was located. Discussion took place regarding a new wall mounted Christmas decoration and it was agreed that the LED Christmas tree would replace the two broken ones. NOTED.
(d) Voluntary Action.
Bracknell Forest Voluntary Action will be holding an open day at The Meadows on Thursday 22nd September.  NOTED.
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(e) High Street Seat.


A letter had been received from an anonymous resident concerning the lack of seats along the High street.  Cllr Brossard and Cllr Ramsey had investigated and agreed that as the pavements were quite narrow there was no safe location to place another seat.  The seat opposite Longdown Road however, was in need of being removed and refurbished. ACTION.
(f) Minute 15 (f) -Budgets.

The Environment budget was discussed and the only changes agreed upon were that Code 2211 -Dog Fouling Act be amended to read Dog Fouling /Environment Warden. NOTED.
(g) Bulbs.

Tuesday 18th and Wednesday 26th October were the dates agreed for bulb planting.  Cllr Mrs Cupper would confirm timings and which Councillors will be assisting the Ground staff with the planting. The Assistant Executive Officer to purchase the crocus bulbs, doubling last year’s amount.  ACTION.
(h) Sandhurst Museum.
It was RECOMMENDED that Cllr Blatchford be appointed as the new trustee for the Sandhurst Museum Trust. ACTION.
24.
Councillors' Reports.


Cllr Mrs McKenzie had submitted her report regarding litter at the Owlsmoor Community Centre and asked the meeting if the land was indeed private or whether Bracknell Forest Council should be cleaning this area. It was agreed that Cllr Mrs Cupper should check with the Land Registry and ascertain ownership of the land concerned. Bracknell Forest had offered to look at placing a litter bin in the car park this raised the question as to who would be responsible for empting it? 


Cllr Mrs McKenzie also advised the meeting about the overgrown central reservation and pavements on Marshall Road.  Cllr Mrs Cupper to ascertain if both lanes would need to be closed in order to implement this maintenance work. ACTION.
25.
Next Meeting.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday 10th November at 7.45pm in the Kitty Dancy Room.

26.
In Committee Exclusion of Public and Press.  

It was resolved that pursuant to section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972, members of the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the consideration of items, which involve the likely disclosure of exempt information under the following category of schedule 12A of the Act.

ACTION.


Information relating to employees of the Council
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