SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex on Thursday 4th September 2008 at 7.30 p.m. ending at 9.00 p.m.

----------------

PRESENT:-         Councillors:  
Mrs C Cupper (Chairman), Mrs J Bettison, P Bettison, D Birch,            R Blair, J Blowfield, N Bowers, R Edger, A Haseeb, G Ramsey,           A Ronca,  Mrs A Shephard,  N Skinner,  A Ward,  D Worrall.

APOLOGIES:-   Councillors:
J Abrahams,  N Allen,  A Blatchford,  M Brossard,  Mrs D Honey,      R Inions,  Mrs D Pidgeon,  B Piggin,  R Simonds.
----------------

61.
Announcements.

A presentation was made by the Chairman to Mrs Deborah Kirby who left the employment of the Town Council on 29th August 2008 after six years service.

62.
The Council stood in silence as the Chairman turned a page in the Book of Remembrance.

63.
Public Question Time.  


A member of the public asked why it had taken so long for the request for additional car parking at the Broadway Library site to be made to Bracknell Forest Borough Council.

The subject was first raised at a liaison meeting in July 2006.

Cllr Ward, as Borough Executive Member responsible for finance responded.  He stated that the funding required for an adequate number of additional spaces was estimated at £100,000.00.  He went on to say that there was always a high demand on the Highways capital budget; however, a bid had been put in together with a justification case study.  The budgets are worked on throughout the autumn and will be allocated in February 2009 for projects 2009/2010.

Cllr Bettison added some additional feedback by stating that the original request started in the midst of the transfer of the Broadway Housing site.  The land ownership transfer took place on 16th February 2008 and so it was only since then that the matter could be put forward for consideration. NOTED.
64.
Short Presentation by Sandhurst Methodist Church.  

The Chairman introduced Mr Jack Delbridge representing the Sandhurst Methodist Church.  Mr Delbridge had been invited to give a short presentation on the proposal for the Church to be allowed to build on part of the Memorial Park for a Community venture.

Mr Delbridge opened his presentation with an overview of the thoughts behind the project.  Churches were re-thinking their role in modern society and in some areas building and other assets were under-utilised.  The Methodist Church owned a site in Scotland Hill but ideally would like to be more centrally placed.  The Baptist Church site is small but in a prime position.  Neither buildings lend themselves to the broader uses that Communities want these days.

As part of the proposal the Churches would sell both the Baptist and Methodist sites using the capital raised to go towards building a Church/Community facility on a site on the Sandhurst Memorial Park.   The initial income generated by the sale of the land was believed to be able to generate £1½ - £2 million.
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In addition to the money raised by the sale there were a number of opportunities for grants, which the Churches would have access to and would explore.  National and Regional Grants were available for projects especially if they had a whole Community theme.

Mr Delbridge said that it was an ideal opportunity for groups and organisations to get together to provide a mutually agreeable outcome.  Some initial feedback had indicated that a group of interested parties may include the Methodist Church, the Baptist Church, the Town Council, Bracknell Forest Borough Council, the Day Centre, the Coffee Spot and the Sandhurst Residents Association.

On the subject of possible siting of the buildings it had been put forward that the Day Centre/Police Point/Grounds maintenance compound, brown field location would be one option but all opportunities would be looked at.

Mr Delbridge summed up by asking for the Town Council to consider the proposition and to appoint representatives to form a Community working group.

The Chairman thanked Mr Delbridge and asked for any questions from Councillors.  She invited Cllr Bowers, as Chairman of the Memorial Park Strategy Review Group, who had been shadowing progress on the proposal, together with the other approaches for facilities on the park, to respond on behalf of the Council.

Cllr Bowers explained that the Strategy Review Group would set up a group on behalf of the Town Council and talk with other interested parties.  A date for a first meeting would be agreed soon.

There then followed a question and answer session.

One question related to the relationship between this proposal and the Coffee Spot scheme.  Mr Delbridge said that both are relevant and liaison was taking place between the two teams.  It was felt that there were some common objectives and if nothing came of the Methodist Church project then the Coffee Spot would still be a stand-alone option.  The Methodist Church broader idea came along later.

Another question related to whether the proposal would bring along with it the Yateley congregation.  Mr Delbridge felt that this would not happen since the two were directly joined in name only (Sandhurst & Yateley Methodist Church).

65.
Declaration of Interest in Agenda Items. Members were asked to declare any interests in agenda items whenever relevant.

66.
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting.  It was proposed by Cllr Cupper and seconded by Cllr Mrs Shephard that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting, held on the 3rd July 2008, be accepted as a true record. 

The amendment was made to Minute 41 to read 'Berkshire East".  The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. NOTED.
67.
Matters arising for information only.

There were no matters arising.
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68.
Correspondence for information only.
(a)
A letter had been received from Wokingham Borough Council advising about a Strategic House Land Availability workshop to be held on 23rd September 2008.  NOTED.
(b)
Notification had been received from Wokingham Borough Council advising that they had submitted their Core Strategy Development Plan document to the Secretary of State.  NOTED.  

(c)
Notification had been received from Bracknell Forest Borough Council of Governor Vacancies at Schools within the Borough.  NOTED.
(d)
A letter had been received from South Hill Park offering a Wilde Theatre seat sponsorship deal at £480 for two seats (a 50% offer due to previous sponsorship).  It was agreed to accept, based upon our continued partnership arrangements. ACTION.

(e)
Members were advised that the Mayor of Bracknell Forest Borough Council was holding a Mayor's Charity Concert on Saturday 4th October.  Tickets were available from the Mayor's Office.  NOTED. 

(f)
The Bracknell Forest Borough Council's Annual Report 2007/08 had been received.  A copy was available from the Town Council Offices. NOTED.
(g)
A letter had been received from Bracknell Forest Borough Council relating to street naming and numbering – 25A McKernan Court. NOTED.
(h)
A letter had been received from Bracknell Forest Borough Council relating to Tree Preservation Order 729 Land at 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34 and 36 Sandhurst Road.  NOTED.
69.
Chairman's Report.
Mayoral Engagements during the period:

5th July - 
The Mayor opened the first Sandhurst Arts Festival on the Memorial Park, introducing the first Act, Candido Fabre.

6th July - 
The Mayor introduced the Three Tenors in opening the second evening of the Sandhurst Arts Festival.

12th July -
The Mayor presented the medals to the winners of the It's A Knockout competition on the Memorial Park.

13th July -
The Mayor attended the Area Tug Of War Championships hosted by Sandhurst Tug of War Club.

18th July - 
The Mayor was invited to kick off the celebrations for the 20th Anniversary of the Sandhurst Sports Club.  The event, held at the sports club, was the first of a whole weekend of activities, which had been organised to mark this special occasion.

19th July  - 
The Mayor attended many of the events that were organised as part of the Sports Club's anniversary celebrations including the Tug Of War, Short Mat Bowls, Tennis, Skateboard exhibition and the Sandhurst Boys & Girls Football Club.  He awarded the cups to the winning teams in each of the age groups in the football competition.
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19th July -
The Mayor attended the 25th Annual Atkinson Homes Charity Cricket Match between the staff of the Atkinson Group of Nursing Homes and the Sandhurst Group Medical Practice.  The money raised goes to the Dr Howard Stilliard Memorial Fund and the Mayor had the honour of presenting the cheque for the money raised to Mrs Stilliard.

20th July -
 The Mayor spent the morning watching the Men's football competition and the Kwik Cricket, which rounded off the weekend's Anniversary activities.

20th July - 
The Mayor was invited to afternoon tea with the Sandhurst Cricket Club during their Sponsors Day 20:20 competition.

70.
Minutes of the Planning Committee.  

(a)
It was proposed by Cllr Ronca and seconded by Cllr Shephard that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 9th June 2008, be accepted as a true record.  

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

(b)
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Cupper and seconded by Cllr Mrs Shephard that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 23rd June 2008, be accepted as a true record.  

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

(c)
It was proposed by Cllr Ronca and seconded by Cllr Mrs Shephard that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 7th July 2008, be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

(d)
It was proposed by Cllr Ronca and seconded by Cllr Mrs Cupper that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 21st July 2008, be accepted as a true record subject to Minute 43(a) reading "Cottage".

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

(e)
It was proposed by Cllr Ronca and seconded by Cllr Simonds that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 4th August 2008 be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

71.
Minutes of the Environment Committee.  It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Cupper and seconded by Cllr Bowers that the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on the 10th July 2008 be accepted as a true record.
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72.
Matters arising for information only.

(a)
Minute 12(b) Remembrance Sunday. 

Cllr Bowers reminded Councillors that a collection towards the wreath for the service would be made at the November Council meeting.  ACTION.
73.
Minutes of the Leisure Committee.  It was proposed by Cllr Bowers and seconded by Cllr Birch that the minutes of the Leisure Committee meeting, held on the 17th July 2008, be accepted as a true record with the following amendments.

74.
Matters arising for information only.

(a)
Minute 17(d) Sandhurst Cultural Events.

Cllr Bowers reported that he and Cllr Mrs Pidgeon had met with South Hill Park representatives. It had been agreed to hold another weekend of Cultural Events on the Memorial Park on the weekend of July 18th/19th 2009.  It was proposed that there would be a fun type evening on the Saturday and a more serious musical event on the Sunday.  NOTED.
(b)
Minute 17(g)(ii) Astro-Turf.


Cllr Bowers stated that he had spoken to Mr White from Romans and Mr White was keen to have an answer to the proposals to build an Astro Turf on the Memorial Park.  Cllr Bowers informed members that a decision would be made at the next Leisure Committee meeting. ACTION.
75.
Minutes of the Strategy and Policy Committee.  It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Cupper and seconded by Cllr Bowers that the minutes of the Strategy and Policy Committee meeting held on the 24th July 2008 be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

76.
Approval of Equality and Diversity Policy Statement

The Executive Officer introduced the item referring to the previous circulated paperwork.

The principle behind the initiative was to place on record the values already held by the Town Council and the ethos that is worked to day in day out.

The Executive Officer stated that the Policy statement would act as an umbrella to many more specific statements covering a wide range of subjects, e.g. Employment and Recruitment.  These subsequent subjects would be worked on by the Strategy & Policy Committee. ACTION.
It was unanimously RESOLVED to approve the Equality and Diversity Policy Statement.

77.
Borough Councillors Reports.  

There were no reports.

78.
Councillors Reports.


There would be a poppy appeal concert on 7th November 2008 at Lakeside Country Club.  Tickets were available from Cllr Mrs Shephard.
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79.
Balance at the Bank.  The Executive Officer reported that the Balances at the Bank as at 1st September 2008 were as follows:



Current Account
£
 2,000.00


Business Reserve
£
76,110.00



Capital Reserve
£
491,853.00

80.
Accounts.  It was RESOLVED that payments for cheque numbers 8457 to 8499 and 8500 to 8571 inclusive be approved.  Receipts for June and July 2008 were NOTED.

81.

Next Meeting.  The next meeting of the Town Council will be held on Thursday 6th November 2008 in the Kitty Dancy Room commencing 7.30 p.m.

82.
In Committee Exclusion of Public and Press.  

It was resolved that pursuant to section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972, members of the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the consideration of items, which involve the likely disclosure of exempt information under the following category of schedule 12A of the Act.


Information relating to employees of the Council.
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83.
The Minutes of the In Committee Full Council Meeting held on the 3rd July 2008 be accepted as a true record. Proposed by Cllr Mrs Cupper seconded by Cllr Mrs Bettison.

84.
Matters Arising for information only.  

(a)
Minute 65(a) Mrs Ann Gregory.  

The Executive Officer was asked for an update on the status of Mrs Gregory's absence from work due to illness.

The Executive Officer informed Members that the situation was being closely monitored with mentoring from Bracknell Forest Borough Council Human Resources Department and most recently Personnel Consultants Peninsula.  The letter being part of the service provided under a new contract arrangement.  Mrs Gregory had now been absent from work for 7 months and is now on the second phase of sickness payments under the terms of her employment (six months full pay, six months half pay).

There followed a discussion with some Councillors expressing concerns about the length of time it was taking to progress the matter.  There was a limited support for pushing matters on more actively.

The Executive Officer re-iterated that the advice being given from the professional sources was being followed stringently and there was no intention to deviate from this approach.  He assured Councillors that all options would be kept in mind but the course of action would be based upon professional advice.  ACTION.
(b)
The In Committee Minutes of the Leisure Committee Meeting held on 17th July 2008 were accepted as a true record.

(c)
The In Committee Minutes of the Strategy & Policy Committee Meeting held on 24th July 2008 were accepted as a true record

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.
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