SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex on Thursday 6th November 2008 at 7.30 p.m. ending at 9.33 p.m.

----------------

PRESENT:-         Councillors:  
N Allen  (Chairman),  Mrs J Bettison,  P Bettison,  D Birch,  R Blair,  A Blatchford, J Blowfield, N Bowers, M Brossard, R Edger,  A Haseeb,  Mrs D Pidgeon  B Piggin,  G Ramsey,  Mrs A Shephard,  R Simonds, A Ward.

APOLOGIES:-   Councillors:
Mrs C Cupper,  Mrs D Honey,  A Ronca,  N Skinner,  D Worrall.

----------------

85.
Book of Remembrance.  The Council stood in silence as the Mayor turned a page in the Book of Remembrance.

86.
Order of Business.  The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as set out in the calling papers 

87.
Public Question Time.  


There were no questions.

88.
Short Presentation by Fred Rule of Keep Mobile.

The Mayor introduced Mr Fred Rule, who was attending in order to give an update to Councillors about Keep Mobile (Community Transport provider).

Mr Rule introduced the presentation, then ran an information video giving facts and details about the transport services provided by the organisation.  Questions were asked and answered after the video.

In 2005 the costs of the organisation were in the region of £300,000 p.a. This is predicted to rise to £500,000 by 2010.  Only 52% of current costs is met by Local Authority Grants.  Leaving around £110,000 for Keep Mobile to raise. Council contributions are not guaranteed or indexed.  Currently the service requires eleven vehicles on the road daily.  Each vehicle costs approximately £25,000 p.a. to run. 

Costs for Staff and drivers is £16,000 p.a.  Everyone is part-time.  Membership fees are £1.00 for life membership and £5.00 p.a subscription for the dial-a-ride service. There is no sponsorship from retailers.  Membership figures are just under 6,000 people.  Fuel costs were circa £45,000 per year with £16,000 recoverable costs.  The Sandhurst Town Council's grant was included in £110,000 shortfall figure.

Mr Rule was thanked for his presentation.

89.
Declaration of Interest in agenda items. Members were asked to declare any interests in agenda items whenever relevant.

90.
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting.  It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Shephard and seconded by Cllr Edger that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting, held on the 4th September 2008 be accepted as a true record. 

91.
Matters arising for information only.

There were no matters arising
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92.
Correspondence for information only.
(a)
A letter from Bracknell Forest Council relating to Tree Preservation Order 743 – Land at 8 Longdown Road, Sandhurst, Berks. NOTED.
(b)
A letter from Bracknell Forest Council relating to Tree Preservation Order 737 - Land to the rear of 56 to 60 College Road, College Town, Berks. NOTED.
(c)
A letter from Bracknell Forest Council relating to Tree Preservation Order 664 - Land at 40A Moray Avenue, Sandhurst, Berks. NOTED.

(d)
A letter from Hart District Council – Planning for future Gypsy, Traveller & Travelling Show people sites – North Hampshire Exhibition.  Notification of consultation.  NOTED.
(e)
Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service – Invitation to engage in consultation regarding Five-year Integrated Risk Management Plan - 2009/10 Action Plan. NOTED.
(f)
Information from Bracknell Forest Council relating to the Bracknell Forest Borough Local Development Framework Sustainable Resource Management Supplementary Planning Document. NOTED.
93.
Chairman's Report.
Mayoral Engagements during the period:

12 September – 
The Mayor was invited to attend the Sports Day at the Sandhurst Day Centre. 


2 October 
– 
The Mayor was invited to attend the Crown Court Opening Ceremony at the Minster Church in Reading. 


2 October 
– 
The Mayor was invited to attend the 98th Annual General Meeting of the Berkshire County Blind Society which was held at Charvil Village Hall. 


12 October 
– 
The Mayor was invited to attend the Hart Civic Service held at the Church Of Our Lady in Fleet.


19 October
– 
The Mayor was invited to attend the Bracknell Forest Civic Service which was held in the Memorial Chapel of the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. 


24 October 
– 
The Mayor attended the preview evening of the Crowthorne and Sandhurst Art Society's Annual Art Exhibition at St Sebastian's Memorial Hall in Crowthorne. 


26 October
 – 
The Mayor was invited to attend the Annual Assembly of the Berkshire Branch of the British Red Cross at the Coppid Beech Hotal in Bracknell
94.
Minutes of the Planning Committee.  

(a)
It was proposed by Cllr Piggin and seconded by Cllr Mrs Shephard that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 18th August 2008, be accepted as a true record.  

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.
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(b)
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Shephard and seconded by Cllr Simonds that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 1st September 2008, be accepted as a true record.  

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

(c)
It was proposed by Cllr Piggin and seconded by Cllr Simonds that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 15th September 2008, be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

(d)
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Shephard and seconded by Cllr Bowers that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 29th September 2008, be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

(e)
It was proposed by Cllr Piggin and seconded by Cllr Mrs Shephard that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 13th October 2008, be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

95.
Minutes of the Environment Committee.  It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Shephard and seconded by Cllr Simonds that the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on the 11th September 2008 be accepted as a true record.

Minute 20(a) (vi) delete "to".

There were no matters arising.

96.
Minutes of the Leisure Committee.  It was proposed by Cllr Bowers and seconded by Cllr Mrs Bettison that the minutes of the Leisure Committee meeting, held on the 18th September 2008 be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

97.

Minutes of the Strategy and Policy Committee.  It was proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Bowers that the minutes of the Strategy and Policy Committee meeting held on the 25th September 2008 be accepted as a true record.

98.
Matters Arising for information only.

(a)
Minute 31(h) i Plus Kiosk and CCN Screens.

Cllr Mrs Bettison informed Members that she had visited the i Plus Kiosk in Bracknell Town Centre but could not access any information from the unit. NOTED.
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(b)
Minute 31(d) Beacon Status/Quality Status.    


Cllr Ward asked if the Strategy & Policy Committee Resolution prejudiced any subsequence discussed on terms and conditions of employment.  The Chairman confirmed that it did not.

On the three new tests it was RESOLVED to transfer discussions on the subject of staff terms and conditions and Quality Status to the 'In Committee' section of the meeting.

99.

Borough Councillors Reports.  

Cllr Ward referred to recent letters in the press relating to the global financial crises.  Particular reference had been made to the exposure of Councils due to deposits held in Icelandic banks.  He informed the Council that Bracknell Forest Borough Council had £5 million in Icelandic Banks.  Cllr Edger further advised that £2 million was secure, however, the exposure was at present £3 million.  Cllr Bettison was able to refer to recent discussions between the Local Government Association and Ernst & Young, which indicated encouraging news towards recovering the money.  He also referred to the limited number of financial institutions that were now AAA rated.  NOTED.

Cllr Brossard as Chairman of the Neighbourhood Action Groups reminded Members that the next round of meetings were due to take place and asked that residents and Councillors be urged to attend. NOTED.
Cllr Simonds informed Members that there was an Elderly Persons Conference on 23rd January 2009.  The venue would be the Grange Hotel, Bracknell. NOTED.
Cllr Birch referred to the Current Economic Crisis.  He commented on the home housing market.  Bracknell Forest Council were in talks about taking advantage of market conditions to increase help for the homeless in the Borough.  Money accrued as a result of the Housing Stock transfer would be used to buy houses to accommodate homeless on a temporary basis.  The Borough Council are considering options and putting plans in place.  Subject to negotiation, ownership could be short term with contracts for the longer term being drawn up with Bracknell Forest Homes. NOTED.
100.
Councillor's Reports.


Cllr Bowers referred to the continued partnership once again with South Hill Park.  It had been agreed that the children's theatre project would be repeated with the 'Lighthouse Keeper's Lunch' production being featured at the Sandhurst Community Hall on January 24th 2009. NOTED.


Cllr Bowers reminded all Councillors about the Remembrance Day Service wreath collection. NOTED.

Cllr Mrs Pidgeon reported on the recent Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership AGM that was hosted by the Sandhurst Town Council.  A site visit to Eversley took place in the morning followed by lunch in the Sandhurst Town Boys & Girls Football Club Meeting room before the main meeting in the afternoon.

At the meeting the other Authorities, who are partners in the Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership, acknowledged the importance of the Sandhurst Town Council's £5,000 contribution and thanked the Town Council for its continued support.  Cllr Mrs Pidgeon went on to outline the acute financial plight of the Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership.  All options were being looked at with hopeful negotiations on SANG grant funding.  Cllr Mrs Pidgeon finally informed Councillors that our visitors on the day commented that they were overwhelmed by the hospitality shown to them, which was coupled, they felt, with the sense of community spirit in Sandhurst. NOTED.
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Cllr Mrs Pidgeon reported, as Chairman of the Local Access Forum, on recent discussions about Rights of Way and Traveller matters. NOTED.

Cllr Birch reported on the discussions at the recent Central and Little Sandhurst Neighbourhood Forum.  Those present included young persons who were able to give valuable feedback on current youth engagement issues.   Cllr Birch had offered his input toward stetting up meetings with the young people. NOTED.

Cllr Allen informed the Council that he had attended the recent meeting between schools hosted by the Town Council and organised as a joint venue between the Town Council and Extended Services.

Six of seven schools in Sandhurst attended with an audience made up of two pupils from the junior/infant and four pupils from Sandhurst School plus teacher and other agencies.  The Executive Officer gave a short presentation on Sandhurst Pride and this was followed by a workshop session over a Pizza lunch.  Cllr Allen said that the feedback was very valuable.  Schools were able to put forward ideas from their peers based upon a project entitled 'Sandhurst would be a better place if'.  It was proposed to look at the suggestions and distil any items for action.  It was proposed that the event would be repeated at regular intervals. NOTED.

101.
Balance at the Bank.  The Executive Officer reported that the Balances at the Bank as at 1st November 2008 were as follows:



Current Account
£
 3,205.00


Business Reserve
£
265,327.00



Capital Reserve
£
445,192.00

102.
Accounts.  It was RESOLVED that payments for cheque numbers 8572 to 8609 and 8610 to 8647 inclusive be approved.  Receipts for August and September 2008 were NOTED.

103.

Next Meeting.  The next meeting of the Town Council will be held on Thursday 8th January 2009 in the Kitty Dancy Room commencing 7.30 p.m.

104.
In Committee Exclusion of Public and Press.  

It was resolved that pursuant to section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972, members of the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the consideration of items, which involve the likely disclosure of exempt information under the following category of schedule 12A of the Act.

