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SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex on Thursday 8th January 2009 at 7.45 p.m. ending at 8.30 p.m.

----------------

PRESENT:-         Councillors:  
N Allen (Chairman),  Mrs J Bettison,  P Bettison, D Birch (until minute 128),  R Blair,  A Blatchford, J Blowfield, N Bowers, Mrs C Cupper, R Edger,  A Haseeb,  Mrs D Pidgeon,  B Piggin,  G Ramsey, A Ronca,  Mrs A Shephard, A Ward, D Worrall.

APOLOGIES:-   Councillors:
M Brossard, Mrs D Honey, R Simonds, N Skinner. 

----------------

108.
Book of Remembrance.  The Council stood in silence as the Mayor turned a page in the Book of Remembrance.

109.
Order of Business.  The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as set out in the calling papers.

110.
Public Question Time.  

There were no questions.

111.
Declaration of Interest in agenda items. Members were asked to declare any interests in agenda items whenever relevant.

112.
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting.  It was proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Birch that the minutes of the Town Council meeting, held on the 6th November 2008 be accepted as a true record.

Minute 94 (d) – Minutes of the Planning Committee.  Cllr Bowers is not on the Planning Committee.  NOTED.
113.
Matters arising for information only.


(a)
Cllr Bowers announced that the Remembrance Service raised a total of £1,038.61 on behalf of The Royal British Legion. NOTED.


(b)
Cllr Mrs Pidgeon gave a reminder of the children’s theatre production ‘The Lighthouse              



Keepers Lunch’ that was being performed by The Pied Piper theatre group on Saturday 24th


January at Sandhurst Memorial Park. NOTED.

114.
Correspondence for information only.


(a)
A letter from the Information Commissioner’s Office stating that a new model publication scheme has now been developed in relation to the Freedom of Information Act, which all public sector organisations must adopt from 1st January 2009. 



It was proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Edger that the model scheme be adopted, with the Strategy and Policy Committee making a decision on the associated fee charging implications. The Council voted unanimously in favour of this proposal. ACTION.


(b)
An email from Lynne Dick at Bracknell Forest Council asking for comments on the first Community Arts Strategy by 9th February 2009. 


(c)
Thames Valley Police – Leaflets on the Police Station Front Counter opening times within the Thames Valley Police area for 2008/09 had been received, to display in reception. NOTED.


(d)
A letter from Scope Supporter Services stating that the dates of their 2009 and 2010 countrywide house to house collections will take place in Sandhurst 6th – 26th April 2009, and 5th – 25th April 2010. NOTED.


(e)
An invitation from Katharine Simpson had been received to bid against the CDRP Allocation of the Area Based Grant 2009/10 (formerly the Safer Stronger Communities Fund), which is likely to be in the region of £120,000. An application form was attached and the closing date is 16th January 2009. NOTED.

115.
Chairman's Report.


Mayoral Engagements during the period:

 9 November
    -     The Mayor hosted the Remembrance Service at the War Memorial in               

Sandhurst, laying a wreath on behalf of the Council.

19 November   -     The Mayor attended the Annual General Meeting of the College Meadows Residents Association in the Kitty Dancy Room.

27 November   -     The Mayor presented the prize to the winner of the Sandhurst     Historical Society's Photographic Competition. The prize was donated by Sandhurst Town Council. The pictures from the competition have been put on a DVD to be held as a historical record for the future.

29 November   -     The Mayor presided over the festivities at the lighting up of the Christmas Lights at the Council Offices.

 6 December    -     The Mayor attended the first ever Christmas Tree Festival in Sandhurst at St Michael's Church.

12 December   -     The Mayor attended the Nativity Play by the Little Sandhurst Nursery Group in St Michael's Church.

12 December   -     The Mayor attended the Sovereign's Parade at the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst

12 December   -     The Mayor attended the Sandhurst Silver Band Christmas Concert in the Community Hall.

13 December   -     The Mayor presented Charity cheques outside Waitrose in Sandhurst. Waitrose were presenting a cheque to the Sandhurst & Yateley Round Table. In turn, Sandhurst & Yateley Round Table were providing donations to 2nd Sandhurst Scouts, the Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice and the Make a Wish foundation.

13 December   -     The Mayor attended a charity concert by the Band of the Brigade of Ghurkas at the in Elvetham Heath, organised by the Ghurka Welfare Trust.

13 December   -     The Deputy Mayor joined the Sandhurst Tug of War Club at their annual Dinner Dance in the Community Hall and the Sports Club.

15 December   -     The Mayor attended the Bracknell Forest Citizenship Ceremony at Easthamstead Park after receiving an invitation  from the Mayor of Bracknell Forest, Cllr Bob Edger.

18 December   -     The Mayor joined in the celebrations at the Sandhurst Day Centre Christmas Lunch.

19 December   -     The Mayor attended the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at Wellington College organised by the Rotary Club of Bracknell.

116.
Minutes of the Planning Committee.  

(a)
It was proposed by Cllr Ronca and seconded by Cllr Mrs Cupper that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 27th October 2008, be accepted as a true record. 

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

(b)
It was proposed by Cllr Piggin and seconded by Cllr Mrs Shephard that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 10th November 2008, be accepted as a true record. 

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

(c)
It was proposed by Cllr Piggin and seconded by Cllr Ronca that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 24th November 2008, be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

Bracknell Forest Council rejected a planning proposal and the applicant appealed against this decision. Sandhurst Town Council Planning Committee supported this appeal, but the appeal was still refused. Cllr Piggin wrote a letter of complaint to Bracknell Forest Council about misrepresentation of the comments made by the Committee, who have since accepted these errors, but stated that their decision still stands.

(d)
It was proposed by Cllr Piggin and seconded by Cllr Mrs Shephard that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 8th December 2008, be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

117.
Minutes of the Environment Committee. It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Shephard and seconded by Cllr Bowers that the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on the 13th November 2008 be accepted as a true record.

Minute 28(h) – ‘awaiting’ should be changed to ‘awaited’

There were no matters arising.

118.
Minutes of the Leisure Committee.  It was proposed by Cllr Bowers and seconded by Cllr Mrs Pidgeon that the minutes of the Leisure Committee meeting, held on the 20th November 2008 be accepted as a true record.

Minute 37 – ‘Champion’ should be changed to ‘Campion’

There were no matters arising.

119.
Minutes of the Strategy and Policy Committee.  It was proposed by Cllr Piggin and seconded by Cllr Mrs Shephard that the minutes of the Strategy and Policy Committee meeting held on the 27th November 2008 be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

120.
Borough Councillors Reports.  

There were no reports.

121.
Councillor's Reports.

Cllr Mrs Cupper informed the Committee that a car had again demolished the Millennium Roadstone. Comments on the location of the Roadstone should be given to Cllr Mrs Shephard for discussion at the next Environment meeting. ACTION.

Cllr Birch spoke about engaging with young people on the Memorial Park. A meeting had been arranged, but unfortunately the young people didn’t attend. A consultation mechanism will be put in place for the near future. ACTION.

Cllr Worrall informed the Council that the Head of Transport & Planning at Bracknell Forest Council had resigned. NOTED.

Cllr Worrall notified the Council that paper and cardboard can now be placed in the blue recycling bins, along with plastic and cans. NOTED.

122.
Balance at the Bank.  The Executive Officer reported that the Balances at the Bank as at 1st January 2009 were as follows:



Current Account
£
     2,000.00


Business Reserve
£
185,587.00




Capital Reserve
             £  447,023.00

123.
Accounts. 

It was RESOLVED that payments for cheque numbers 8648 to 8695 inclusive be approved.  Receipts for October 2008 were NOTED.

It was RESOLVED that payments for cheque numbers 8696 to 8771 inclusive be approved.  Receipts for November 2008 were NOTED. 
124.
In Committee Exclusion of Public and Press.  

It was resolved that pursuant to section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972, members of the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the consideration of items, which involve the likely disclosure of exempt information under the following category of schedule 12A of the Act.


Information relating to employees of the Council.
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