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SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex on Thursday 5th March 2009 at 7.45 p.m. ending at 8.30 p.m.

----------------

PRESENT:-         Councillors:  
N Allen (Chairman),  Mrs J Bettison,  P Bettison, D Birch,  R Blair,    A Blatchford, J Blowfield, N Bowers, Mrs C Cupper, R Edger,              Mrs D Pidgeon,  B Piggin,  G Ramsey, A Ronca (from Minute 140),  Mrs A Shephard, R Simonds, N Skinner, A Ward, D Worrall.

APOLOGIES:-   Councillors:
M Brossard, A Haseeb, Mrs D Honey. 

----------------

132.
Book of Remembrance.  The Council stood in silence as the Mayor turned a page in the Book of Remembrance.

133.
Order of Business.  The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as set out in the calling papers.

134.
Public Question Time.  

There were no questions.

135.
Declaration of Interest in agenda items. Members were asked to declare any interests in agenda items whenever relevant.

136.
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting.  It was proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs Cupper that the minutes of the Town Council meeting, held on the 8th January 2009 be accepted as a true record.
137.
Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting. It was proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Ronca that the minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on the 5th February 2009 be accepted as a true record.

138.
Matters arising for information only.


There were no matters arising.

139.
Correspondence for information only.


(a) 
Bracknell Forest Partnership had written to inform the Council of a Community Television Scheme pilot that was currently underway across the Bracknell Forest area. Ten television screens had been installed at strategic locations, showing a series of thirty second clips, covering subjects such as neighbourhood policing, fire safety and crime prevention. All partners were being asked to contribute different levels of funding and the contribution being proposed for Town Council’s was between £1,000 - £5,000. NOTED. The item was deferred to Strategy & Policy for consideration. ACTION

(b) 
An email had been received from Paul Crawte, Youth Services Manager at Bracknell Forest Council, explaining the difficulty in recruiting young people to help move the skate park extension project forward. At this stage there is no group willing to undertake the necessary tasks and therefore the decision had been made to call the process to an end. NOTED
140.
Chairman's Report.


Mayoral Engagements during the period:

27 January     - 
The Mayor presented certificates to the participants of the Red Cross Babysitting Course run by Bracknell Forest Youth Services at The Spot, Sandhurst Sports Centre.
31 January     - 
The Mayor attended a photo shoot and demonstration at Papa John's Pizza who were celebrating their winning Pizza Delivery Chain of the Year.
1 February     - 
The Mayor hosted the annual Civic Service organised by Sandhurst Town Council, which was held at the Church of St Michael and all Angels in Sandhurst. The Mayor presented Community Awards to six Sandhurst residents.

6 February      - 
The Mayor attended the first Society evening of the newly formed Bracknell Forest Society at the Grange Hotel in Bracknell. The Society was formed to safeguard heritage, environment, community and future development.

8 February      - 
The Mayor attended the Yateley Town Council Civic Service, which was held at St Swithun's Church in Yateley.

14 February    - 
The Mayor attended the St Valentines Charity Dinner organised by the Mayor of Bracknell Forest, held at the Hilton Hotel in Bracknell.

22 February    - 
The Mayor attended the Guide Association Thinking Day Service at the Memorial Chapel in the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst. The event was organised by Forest Division Guide Association.

26 February    - 
The Mayor attended a book signing event at Waterstone's Bookshop in Camberley. The Author, Michelle Sara Hart, is a Sandhurst resident and was publishing her first novel – Whispers of the Gods.
141.
Minutes of the Planning Committee.  

(a)
It was proposed by Cllr Piggin and seconded by Cllr Mrs Shephard that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 22nd December 2008, be accepted as a true record. 

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

(b)
It was proposed by Cllr Ronca and seconded by Cllr Mrs Cupper that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 5th January 2009, be accepted as a true record. 

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

(c)
It was proposed by Cllr Ronca and seconded by Cllr Piggin that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 19th January 2009, be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

(d)
It was proposed by Cllr Piggin and seconded by Cllr Ronca that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 2nd February 2009, be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

Cllr Piggin highlighted the reduced number of planning applications that had been received this year following the recession. NOTED
142.
Minutes of the Environment Committee. It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Shephard and seconded by Cllr Bowers that the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on the 15th January 2009 be accepted as a true record.


Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

143.
Minutes of the Leisure Committee.  It was proposed by Cllr Bowers and seconded by Cllr Mrs Pidgeon that the minutes of the Leisure Committee meeting, held on the 22nd January 2009 be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

Minute 50 (c) – Hire Charges. It was proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Bowers that the increased hire charges be accepted. ACTION
Minute 52 (b) – Inconsiderate Parking. The Executive Officer is in the process of investigating different methods to prevent cars from parking on the grass verges within the Memorial Park. NOTED
144.
Minutes of the Strategy and Policy Committee.  It was proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs Bettison that the minutes of the Strategy and Policy Committee meeting held on the 29th January 2009 be accepted as a true record.

Minute 65 – ‘See also 63 (c)’ should be removed. NOTED
Minute 62 (a) – Vandalism. The meeting between Cllr Birch and the young persons’ representative has not yet taken place as the young persons’ representative is still to be nominated. NOTED
145.
Borough Councillors Reports.  

(a) 
Cllr Bettison gave an update on the 3-star Comprehensive Performance Assessment rating awarded to Bracknell Forest Council this year and factors that contribute towards this rating. NOTED
The Bracknell Forest Council Tax increase of 4.9% was highlighted as being the second lowest Council Tax increase outside London, with residents receiving good value for money. NOTED
(b)
Cllr Worrall announced that Mr Bev Hindle had been appointed as the new Chief Planning Officer at Bracknell Forest Council. NOTED
(c)
Cllr Edger reported that the Valentines Day Ball was a huge success and raised a total of £6,411 for Childline. A heart felt thank you was expressed to all those involved. NOTED
(d)
Cllr Birch informed Members that a housing strategy consultation exercise was taking place throughout the borough and the Town Council were encouraged to provide feedback on local housing issues. ACTION


A reminder was given about the Red Nose Day event, taking place on 13th March in the Forest Suite at Bracknell Sports Centre. NOTED
146.
Councillor's Reports.

(a)
Cllr Mrs Pidgeon expressed her disappointment that the Cultural Arts Weekend advertisement had not appeared in the Sandhurst Residents Association magazine and asked that the details be included in the Sandhurst Town Council newsletter. ACTION
(b)
Cllr Mrs Cupper gave an update on a meeting with Carolyn Bailey, Manager of Waitrose on Yorktown Road. It was agreed that the Town Council roadshow, organised by the Communications Sub-Committee, will take place outside Waitrose and several dates were suggested. NOTED


Waitrose were interested in helping with the Fireworks event again this year, but wouldn’t be able to contribute the same level of funding. NOTED

Cllr Birch and Cllr John Harrison, the Commuter Champion for Bracknell Forest Council, are assisting with the accessibility issue at Sandhurst Halt and due to a recent funding announcement the new handrail should be erected during the summer. NOTED

Suggestions have been taken on board with regard to the placing of the new Millennium Stone. Cllr Mrs Cupper and the Assistant Executive Officer will be visiting one of the proposed sites in the next few days. ACTION 

147.
Motion


Members were asked to consider the following Motion:


“Sandhurst Town Council agrees with the proposed revised outline plans of the new Coffee Spot, to move the building line back from within the play area to where the boundary fence now lies. With this agreement, the plans will be put ‘on hold’ until further development of the joint churches scheme on the park is known.” Proposed by Cllr Mrs Pidgeon OBE. Seconded by Cllr Piggin.

Cllr Mrs Pidgeon spoke to the Motion outlining and explaining the detail previously circulated.


Cllr Piggin reminded Members that a contribution of £5,000 towards the feasibility study for the new building was agreed 18 months ago, and since then proposals have been under discussion.

Cllr Birch spoke of his support, but emphasised there was no financial commitment inferred at this stage. 


All were in favour of the Motion.

The Motion was carried.

148.
Balance at the Bank.  The Executive Officer reported that the Balances at the Bank as at 1st March 2009 were as follows:



Current Account
£
     2,000.00


Business Reserve
£ 126,925.70




Capital Reserve
             £ 447,023.56

149.
Accounts. 

It was RESOLVED that payments for cheque numbers 8879 to 8915 inclusive be approved.  Receipts for February 2009 were NOTED.

It was RESOLVED that payments for cheque numbers 8916 to 8966 inclusive be approved.  Receipts for March 2009 were NOTED. 
150.
In Committee Exclusion of Public and Press.  

It was resolved that pursuant to section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972, members of the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the consideration of items, which involve the likely disclosure of exempt information under the following category of schedule 12A of the Act.

Information relating to terms of a contract.

151.
Minutes of the In Committee Full Council Meeting.  It was proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs Cupper that the minutes of the in committee Full Council Meeting held on the 8th January 2009 be accepted as a true record.


Recommendations were accepted.

152.
Minutes of the In Committee Strategy and Policy Meeting.  It was proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs Shephard that the minutes of the in committee Strategy and Policy Committee meeting held on the 29th January 2009 be accepted as a true record.


Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

153.
Sandhurst Freedom March.

The Chairman made reference to the Indigo Blue document and recommended that Indigo Blue production company be employed to project manage the Freedom March in 2010. Graham Wadsworth, the Event Manager for Indigo Blue, lives in Sandhurst and has volunteered his involvement with the It’s a Knockout competition and the Family Fitness Funday free of charge, prior to the Freedom March taking place. 

Following discussion it was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.
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