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SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex on Thursday 3rd September 2009 at 7.30 p.m. ending at 9.27 p.m.

----------------

PRESENT:-         Councillors:  
Mrs C Cupper (Chairman), N Allen, P Bettison, Mrs J Bettison,          D Birch, R Blair, N Bowers, R Edger, Mrs D Pidgeon, G Ramsey,          A Ronca, Mrs A Shephard, R Simonds, A Ward, D Worrall.

APOLOGIES:-   Councillors:
J Abrahams, A Blatchford, J Blowfield, M Brossard, R Inions,               B Piggin, N Skinner. 

----------------

20.
Book of Remembrance.  The Council stood in silence as the Mayor turned a page in the Book of Remembrance.

21.
Order of Business.  The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as set out in the calling papers.

22.
Declaration of Interest in agenda items. Members were asked to declare any interests in agenda items whenever relevant.
23.
Public Question Time.  

(a)
A resident from Caves Farm Close asked whether anything could be done about the problem they are experiencing with rats. Cllr Birch agreed to ask the Environmental Health department at Bracknell Forest Council to carry out an assessment and devise a plan of action. ACTION
(b)
The same resident of Caves Farm Close also asked whether a speed limit could be placed on the road to stop drivers racing up and down. It was suggested that Cllr Brossard be asked to look in to this matter and discuss it at the next Neighbourhood Action Group meeting. ACTION

(c)
A Police volunteer whom carries out dog training had experienced problems obtaining water from the Coffee Spot for the dogs to drink. Cllr Mrs Cupper mentioned that there were drinking bowls outside the Coffee Spot, but offered to take this matter up with the Manager Pam Edwards. ACTION
(d)
A member of the public asked for an update on the seats in Wellington Terrace bus shelter, and at the far side of the Memorial Park. The Executive Officer stated that Bracknell Forest Council now owns the bus shelters and that Sandhurst Town Council would therefore speak to them about placing a seat in the shelter. ACTION 

24.
Reason for Absence – Cllr John Abrahams


Cllr Birch explained that Cllr Abrahams had been seriously ill in hospital and therefore hadn’t attended any meetings of the Town Council since April. However, Cllr Abrahams is very keen to re-engage with public duties just as soon as his health allows, and he thanks Members for their good wishes.


It was proposed by Cllr Birch and Seconded by Cllr Ronca that a resolution for permitted absence be approved with the knowledge that Cllr Abrahams will return to his duties when well. All Members were in favour of the proposal and resolved to review the situation at the meeting of the Full Council in January. NOTED
25.
Rights, Respect & Responsibility ‘A Sandhurst Perspective’


Fiona Edwards, Bracknell Forest and Hampshire Governor Trainer, delivered a presentation on Rights, Respect & Responsibility. A discussion was then held amongst Members and various questions asked. NOTED
It was Proposed by Cllr Bettison and Seconded by Cllr Birch that a working group be set up, with the support of Fiona, to discuss what this would mean for Sandhurst and to devise an implementation strategy. It was resolved to accept the proposal.
Members who volunteered to be part of the Working Group were Cllr Bettison, Cllr Mrs Bettison, Cllr Blair, Cllr Edger, Cllr Mrs Pidgeon and Cllr Ward. NOTED
26.
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting.  It was Proposed by Cllr Allen and Seconded by Cllr Edger that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting, held on the 25th June 2009, be accepted as a true record.


Recommendations were accepted.

(a)
Minute 12(b). Cllr Mrs Bettison needs changing to Cllr Allen. NOTED

27.
Matters arising for information only.

(a)
Cllr Bowers mentioned that Owlsmoor School had achieved a Gold Medal at the Hampton Court Flower Show. Cllr Cupper added that an article announcing this achievement would appear in the next Sandhurst Town Council newsletter. NOTED
28.
Correspondence for information only.


(a) 
A letter had been received from BT asking whether Sandhurst Town Council would like to consider adopting the local red telephone box for £1. This was referred to the Environment Committee for decision. ACTION


(b)
Notification of a partnership award competition had been received from Bracknell Forest Partnership Board. This was referred to Strategy and Policy for discussion. NOTED
29.
Chairman's Report.


Mayoral Engagements during the period:

4/5 June
The Mayor attended the Sandhurst Arts Festival weekend.

28 June
The Mayor attended the Passing Out Parade of the 1057 (Camberley) Squadron Air Training Corp at the Royal Military Academy.

7 July 
The Mayor attended the 50th celebrations of the Sandhurst Residents Association.

10 July
The Mayor opened the College Town School Fete.

14 July 
The Deputy Mayor attended the Community Council for Berkshire.

18 July 
The Mayor attended It’s A Knockout and presented a prize to the winning team.

20 July 
The Mayor opened a Coffee Morning at Ron & Shirley Carter’s house in aid of the Stroke Association.

3 August
The Mayor attended the Kids Challenge at the Royal Military Academy.

7 August 
The Mayor opened the Sandhurst Tandoori Restaurant in Mill Parade.

25 August 
The Mayor attended and gave prizes at Sandhurst’s Got Talent at The Spot.

30.
Minutes of the Planning Committee.  

(a)
It was Proposed by Cllr Ronca and Seconded by Cllr Mrs Cupper that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 8th June 2009, be accepted as a true record. 

Recommendations were accepted.

Minute 204(b) – Should read ‘Sandhurst’ not ‘Little Sandhurst’

(b)
It was Proposed by Cllr Ronca and Seconded by Cllr Allen that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 22nd June 2009, be accepted as a true record. 

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

(c)
It was Proposed by Cllr Ronca and Seconded by Cllr Simonds that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 6th July 2009, be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

Minute 217(c) – Should read ‘Sandhurst’ not ‘Little Sandhurst’

Minute 217(e) – Should read ‘Sandhurst’ not ‘Little Sandhurst’

(d)
It was Proposed by Cllr Ronca and Seconded by Cllr Mrs Shephard that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 20th July 2009, be accepted as a true record. 

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

(e)
It was Proposed by Cllr Ronca and Seconded by Cllr Simonds that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 3rd August 2009, be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

31.
Minutes of the Environment Committee. It was Proposed by Cllr Mrs Cupper and Seconded by Cllr Mrs Shephard that the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on the 9th July 2009 be accepted as a true record.


Recommendations were accepted.

(a)
Minute 6(c) – Longshot Lane Civic Amenity Site. Should read ‘indicated’ not ‘indicted’. NOTED

(b)
Minute 5(a) – Millennium Roadstone. Cllr Edger asked for an update on the Millennium Roadstone situation. Cllr Cupper stated that the pre-planning application had been submitted to Bracknell Forest Council and that a full application would be submitted if their response was positive. The Assistant Executive Officer is currently trying to obtain a quote from Mr Lever. NOTED 

32.
Minutes of the Leisure Committee.  It was Proposed by Cllr Bowers and Seconded by Cllr Mrs Pidgeon that the minutes of the Leisure Committee meeting held on the 16th July 2009 be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

33.
Minutes of the Strategy and Policy Committee.  It was Proposed by Cllr Allen and Seconded by Cllr Bowers that the minutes of the Strategy and Policy Committee meeting held on the 23rd July 2009 be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

(a)
Minute 5(g) – Sandhurst Silver Band road sign. ‘Meting’ needs an extra ‘e’ added. NOTED
(b)
Minute 5(j) – Playbuilder Project. Cllr Edger mentioned that one play park in the middle of Silver Hill always gets forgotten and asked whether this could be added to the refurbishment programme. Cllr Mrs Bettison stated that this is an option for consideration next year, but that it wouldn’t be included this time around as the number is limited. NOTED

(c)
Minute 7(b) – Town & Parish Liaison. It was noted that CMT stands for Corporate Management Team. NOTED 

34.
Borough Councillors Reports.  

(a) 
Cllr Ward stated that despite the newspaper headlines about the extension to the car park at Broadway House, he is confident that it will be an enhancement for Sandhurst. Bracknell Forest Council planned this in partnership with Bracknell Forest Homes and it will create the extra parking that is required in this area. NOTED
35.
Councillors Reports.

(a) 
Cllr Mrs Shephard gave a report on the Sandhurst Day Centre Annual General Meeting held on 17th June. The financial position of the Day Centre is still on a sound footing despite the fact that income from the Day Centre itself and the Shop were £3000 below forecast. Bracknell Forest Council’s grant remains at the existing level of £26,380 per annum, and Sandhurst Town Council’s grant remains at £16,000, with an additional £1,500 given specifically towards the cost of a much needed new minibus. Bracknell Forest Council also continues to fund members who previously used Johnstone court. These contributions are greatly appreciated.


The good news is that with contributions from various sources, including some Borough Councillors, the bus has been ordered and should be in use soon. An 18-seater bus has been ruled out because of practical difficulties in negotiating narrow roads where some of the elderly clients live.


Staff continue to work towards various qualifications, particularly Diane Mayhew, the Manager, who works very hard herself and encourages her staff to do likewise. Inevitably, the result in these cases is that staff move on to more responsible posts as a result of the expertise they have gained at the Day Centre.


There are a few changes on the Management Committee due to retirement, and also, sadly, the death of John Chuter, a long time supporter of the Day Centre.


The excellence of the Day Centre has been recognised in the renewal of the Investor in People award and, finally, the Centre is delighted to be chosen by Councillor Mrs Cupper as the Mayor’s Charity this year. NOTED
36.
Balance at the Bank.  The Assistant Executive Officer reported that the Balances at the Bank as at 28th August 2009 were as follows:



Current Account
£
     2,000.00


Business Reserve
£ 129,658.47




Capital Reserve
             £ 372,199.88

37.
Accounts. 

It was RESOLVED that payments for cheque numbers 9077 to 9138 inclusive be approved.  Receipts for June 2009 were NOTED
It was RESOLVED that payments for cheque numbers 9139 to 9211 inclusive be approved.  Receipts for July 2009 were NOTED 
38.
In Committee Exclusion of Public and Press.  

It was resolved that pursuant to section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972, members of the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the consideration of items, which involve the likely disclosure of exempt information under the following category of schedule 12A of the Act.

Information relating to employees of the Council.
39.
Minutes of the In Committee Full Council Meeting.  It was Proposed by Cllr Allen and Seconded by Cllr Ronca that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on the 25th June 2009 be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

There were no matters arising.

40.
Minutes of the In Committee Strategy and Policy Meeting.  It was Proposed by Cllr Allen and Seconded by Cllr Cupper that the minutes of the Strategy and Policy Committee meeting held on the 23rd July 2009 be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

Cllr Birch asked for an update on Ann Gregory. The Executive Officer stated that a decision would be reached by the end on November following advice from Peninsula. Mrs Gregory’s sickness entitlement of 6 months full pay and 6 months half pay will come to an end in November. A welfare meeting has been arranged with Ann in two weeks time and depending on the outcome of this a medical report may have to be obtained with Mrs Gregory’s permission. NOTED
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