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SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex on Thursday 14th January 2010 at 7.30 p.m. ending at 9.42 p.m.

----------------

PRESENT:-       Councillors:  
Mrs C Cupper (Chairman), N Allen, Mrs J Bettison, D Birch,              A Blatchford, N Bowers, M Brossard, R Edger, A Haseeb,                 Mrs D Pidgeon, G Ramsey, A Ronca, Mrs A Shephard, A Ward,          D Worrall.

APOLOGIES:-   Councillors:
J Abrahams, P Bettison, J Blowfield, Mrs D Honey, R Inions,               N Skinner. 

----------------

61.
Book of Remembrance.  The Council stood in silence as the Mayor turned a page in the Book of Remembrance. A minutes silence was also observed for Cllr Ray Simonds.

62.
Order of Business.  The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as set out in the calling papers.

63.
Declaration of Interest in agenda items. Members were asked to declare any interests in agenda items whenever relevant.
64.
Public Question Time.  

There were no questions. 

65.
Update on Cllr Abrahams. Cllr Birch gave a brief update on Cllr Abrahams, who is now on his way to making a full recovery. Cllr Abrahams hopes to be at the Extra Ordinary Council Meeting on 4th February 2010 and will then continue to attend meetings as normal from this point onwards. NOTED
66.
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting.  It was Proposed by Cllr Mrs Cupper and Seconded by Cllr Birch that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting, held on the 5th November 2009, be accepted as a true record.


Recommendations were accepted.
67.
Matters arising for information only.

Minute 51(a) – Sandhurst Freedom March 2010. The 10th anniversary of Sandhurst Pride will be linked to the Sandhurst Festival, which takes place in July 2010. Graham Wadsworth of Indigo Blue Productions is managing the event and regular meetings are being held with Sandhurst Town Council. NOTED
68.
Correspondence for information only.


(a) 
Notification of the withdrawal of the Berkshire Unitary Authorities Minerals and Waste Core Strategy by the Secretary of State. NOTED


(b)
External Auditors have now signed off the 2008/2009 accounts without comment. NOTED

(c)
The children’s theatre production of The Big Enormous Present, in conjunction with South Hill Park, was cancelled due to weather conditions. NOTED

(d)
Bracknell Town Council send their congratulations on Sandhurst Pride winning the Silver award at the Bracknell Forest Partnership Awards. NOTED
69.
Chairman's Report.


Mayoral Engagements during the period:

8 November

The Mayor attended the Sandhurst Town Council Annual Remembrance Service.

14 November

The Mayor attended a concert given by the Band of the Gurkhas in the Civic Centre, Fleet.

19 November 
The Mayor attended the presentation of the new minibus for the Sandhurst Day Centre.

24 November

The Mayor attended the Annual General Meeting of College Meadows Residents Association and was presented with a cheque for £250 towards the Clean Team.

27 November

Together with Cllr Mrs Pidgeon and a pupil from Uplands School the Mayor attended the Bracknell Forest Partnership Awards Ceremony at The Grange Hotel, Bracknell, and accepted a Silver award for Sandhurst Pride, in the ‘Community’ section of this award. A prize of £200 accompanied the award.

28 November 
The Mayor attended the switching on of the Christmas lights, Sandhurst Memorial Park.

1 December 

The Mayor attended the Parish Hall, Crowthorne, regarding the impending decisions on closure of Fire Stations within Berkshire, in particular the Retained Station in Crowthorne.

2 December

The Mayor attended the Rights, Respect & Responsibility workshop held at Uplands School, to launch the project within the town.

5 December 

The Mayor helped to plant trees in the Memorial Park in conjunction with the Tree O’Clock initiative.

6 December

The Mayor attended the Bracknell Forest Primary Schools Carol Concert at the Bracknell Sports Centre.

7 December

The Mayor attended the opening of the Alders Children’s Centre at College Town School.

8 December

The Mayor attended St Michael’s School for their Nativity Play.

10 December

The Mayor attended the Sandhurst Women’s Institute 90th birthday celebrations in the Memorial Hall.

11 December

The Mayor attended St Michael’s Church for the school’s Carol Service.

12 December

The Mayor attended the Tug of War Club’s Annual Dinner and prize giving in the Memorial Hall.

17 December

The Mayor attended the Sandhurst Day Centre Christmas Lunch.

70.
Minutes of the Planning Committee.  

(a)
It was Proposed by Cllr Piggin and Seconded by Cllr Ronca that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 26th October 2009, be accepted as a true record. 

Recommendations were accepted.

(b)
It was Proposed by Cllr Piggin and Seconded by Cllr Allen that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 9th November 2009, be accepted as a true record. 

Recommendations were accepted.

(c)
It was Proposed by Cllr Ronca and Seconded by Cllr Mrs Cupper that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 23rd November 2009, be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

Minute 59(e) - Cllr Brossard pointed out that a Government Inspector had since turned down the appeal at 10 Chislett Gardens – Planning Application 09/00562. NOTED
(d)
It was Proposed by Cllr Piggin and Seconded by Cllr Allen that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 7th December 2009, be accepted as a true record. 

Recommendations were accepted.
71.
Minutes of the Environment Committee. It was Proposed by Cllr Mrs Cupper and Seconded by Cllr Bowers that the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on the 12th November 2009 be accepted as a true record.


Recommendations were accepted.

72.
Minutes of the Leisure Committee.  It was Proposed by Cllr Bowers and Seconded by Cllr Mrs Pidgeon that the minutes of the Leisure Committee meeting held on the 19th November 2009 be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

73.
Minutes of the Strategy and Policy Committee.  It was Proposed by Cllr Allen and Seconded by Cllr Birch that the minutes of the Strategy and Policy Committee meeting held on the 26th November 2009 be accepted as a true record.

Recommendations were accepted.

(a)
Minute 31(c)(i) – Rights, Respect & Responsibility. Cllr Mrs Cupper asked the Council whether they were in agreement to progress the ‘Sandhurst as a Rights, Respect & Responsibility Community’ agenda. Cllr Mrs Pidgeon stated that the feedback from those who attended the meeting at Uplands School was very good and that the community were keen to join the school children in pushing this agenda forward.


Questions were raised about the implications for the Council, but Cllr Birch emphasised that this would not be a Council run project and that Sandhurst Town Council would instead be a facilitator. NOTED

Cllr Birch Proposed a Motion to progress the initiative and this was Seconded by Cllr Mrs Bettison.


The Motion was carried.

(b)
Minute 31(f) – Sandhurst Pride Refresh. Cllr Birch made reference to the paper that had been distributed to Members prior to the meeting regarding the ‘Treat Your Street’ initiative. He stated that Thames Valley Police were already on board and that it would be an excellent opportunity to further develop Sandhurst Pride and to foster pride within the community. Each ‘Treat Your Street’ event would be allocated £2,000. Sandhurst Town Council already has £2,000 within its Community Engagement budget, but this amount would be match funded with a Home Office Grant. A suggestion for the Resident’s Association to contribute £2,000 was floated at their last meeting, which could hopefully be matched again. This could result in up to £8000 being made available for the ‘Treat Your Street’ initiative, allowing an event to be held in each Sandhurst Ward.


Discussion took place as to whether this should be referred to the Rights, Respect & Responsibility Steering Group in order for local consultation to begin and to determine whether the community are interested in engaging on such an initiative. However, there are timescales that have to be met in order to take advantage of the opportunity for match funding. The Executive Officer has already applied for the funding, which has been granted and will need to be spent by summer 2010.


Cllr Birch asked Members to consider the following Motion:


“That £2,000 from the Community Engagement budget for this year, 2009/2010, be made available to initiate the ‘Treat Your Street’ project, which will be under the auspices of the Rights, Respect & Responsibility Sub Committee and any payments made will be subject to Terms & Conditions to be approved by Sandhurst Town Council.”


Cllr Blatchford Seconded this Motion.

The Motion was carried.

74.
Borough Councillors Reports.  

There were no reports.

75.
Councillors Reports.

(a) 
Cllr Piggin gave a report of the Bracknell Forest Site Allocations Working Group that he had attended. He stated that 13,000 new homes needed to be built across the borough by 2026, meaning that 5,500 units were still required. To achieve this target 5,000 acres of land would need to be identified, which is two-thirds the size of Sandhurst. Possible options are to lose open spaces, develop brownfield sites, develop green belt areas and build blocks of flats. NOTED

76.
Motion


Members were asked to consider the following Motion:


“That Sandhurst Town Council (STC) should agree “in principle” to the provision of a plot of land situated between the Community Hall Complex and Sandhurst Day Centre, on a Lease with peppercorn rental (Lease terms and conditions to be agreed), to enable the Baptist and Methodist Churches (The Churches) to construct a new church building, including community facilities. Such agreement to be subject to detailed requirements and conditions to be agreed between Sandhurst Town Council and The Churches.” Proposed by Cllr Piggin. Seconded by Cllr Allen.


Some debate took place. Queries were raised over the Right to Purchase. Cllr Piggin stated that legal advice had not yet been sought on the Terms & Conditions of the lease and at this stage only the practical considerations were being taken into account. 


Cllr Piggin moved the Motion and this was Seconded by Cllr Allen, who added that the public would be consulted on this proposal, but consultation could not happen without a plan. An agreement should therefore be reached that in principle the Council is happy for the land to be used. This then means that a feasibility study can be conducted and the public consulted. The project would be led by the Churches, but would focus on community involvement and would involve local organisations such as Sandhurst Town Council, Sandhurst Resident’s Associations, Thames Valley Police and Bracknell Forest Council.


Concerns were expressed about a large building being out of keeping with the surroundings of the Memorial Park and it being aesthetically unacceptable. It was thought that moving the Groundstaff’s compound further from the fields that they maintain could lead to safety issues. The additional car parking requirements were of concern.


An amendment to the Motion was Proposed by Cllr Ward and Seconded by Cllr Birch:


“That provided substantial public support can be demonstrated for this scheme then Sandhurst Town Council agrees “in principle” to the provision of a plot of land situated between the Community Hall Complex and Sandhurst Day Centre, on a Lease with peppercorn rental (Lease terms and conditions to be agreed), to enable the Baptist and Methodist Churches (The Churches) to construct a new church building, including community facilities. Such agreement to be subject to detailed requirements and conditions to be agreed between Sandhurst Town Council and The Churches.” 


The original proposer Cllr Piggin accepted the amendment, and delivered a summary to Members. The Memorial Park should indeed be for recreation, but if we had applied the same argument to the Day Centre then we wouldn’t have the fantastic facility we have now. The size and scale of the building would be one that suits Sandhurst and the Council would agree the plans. Cllr Piggin urged that Members supported the amended Motion and that the Council should rise to the challenge.


A recorded vote was requested. Those in favour of the Motion were Cllr N Allen, Cllr Mrs Bettison, Cllr Birch, Cllr Blair, Cllr Brossard, Cllr Piggin, Cllr Ronca, Cllr Ward. Those against the Motion were Cllr Blatchford, Cllr Bowers, Cllr Mrs Cupper, Cllr Edger, Cllr Haseeb, Cllr Mrs Pidgeon, Cllr Ramsey, Cllr Mrs Shephard, Cllr Worrall. The Motion fell, with 8 Councillors voting in favour and 9 voting against.

77.
Balance at the Bank.  The Assistant Executive Officer reported that the Balances at the Bank as at 31st December 2009 were as follows:



Current Account
£
     2,000.00


Business Reserve
£ 263,202.24




Capital Reserve
             £ 372,246.79

78.
Accounts. 

It was RESOLVED that payments for cheque numbers 9312 to 9358 inclusive be approved.  Receipts for October 2009 were NOTED
It was RESOLVED that payments for cheque numbers 9359 to 9405 inclusive be approved.  Receipts for November 2009 were NOTED 

79.
In Committee Exclusion of Public and Press.  

It was resolved that pursuant to section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972, members of the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the consideration of items, which involve the likely disclosure of exempt information under the following category of schedule 12A of the Act.

Information relating to employees of the Council.
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