SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure Committee held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Memorial Park on Thursday 21st May 2009 at 7.45 pm ending at 8.30 p.m.

----------------
PRESENT: -
Councillors  N Bowers  (Chairman),  Mrs J Bettison, D Birch, R Blair, A Blatchford, Mrs C Cupper, Mrs D Pidgeon, R Simonds, N Skinner. 

Mrs V Crosby-Clarke – Representing Sandhurst Residents Association.

Mrs M Quinn – Representing Sandhurst Sports Club.

APOLOGIES: -
Councillors  P Bettison,  J Blowfield,  A Haseeb, Mrs A Shephard.

----------------

63.
Announcements.  The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as the Committee procedures document.

64.
Declaration of Interest. Members were reminded to declare interests in agenda items wherever relevant.  

65.
Urgent Items not covered within matters arising. 

None.

66.
Minutes. The Minutes of the Leisure Committee Meeting held on Thursday 19th March 2009 were agreed and signed as a true record.

67.
Matters arising for information only. 
(a)
Minute 58(a) Future Projects.

(i)
Methodist Church.  It was reported that a meeting had been held between representatives and another date had been set for 22nd September 2009.  NOTED.

(b)
Minute 58(b) Engaging with young people.


The Executive Officer stated that dialogue was ongoing with the Bracknell Forest Youth Services over youth projects.  There were new initiatives to provide activities for young people with the Youth Bus attending site at the Memorial Park on Tuesday evenings, a drop in at the Coffee Spot on Wednesday evenings and the football cage is on site every other Thursday.  NOTED.


The intergeneration short mat bowling sessions were proving successful with over twelve young people attending the Monday afternoon sessions.  At least two of the young people looked likely to want to take up the sport.  NOTED.
(c)
Minute 58(C) Hire Charges.


Letters had been sent out to Clubs and Organisations informing them of the increases to hire charges.  The new hire rates for general use of the Hall and facilities had been implemented.  NOTED.  


The working group had decided not to make any alterations to tennis charges.  NOTED.
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(d)
Minute 58(d) Fireworks Event.


The Executive Officer had received contact from the Sandhurst & Yateley Round Table giving a progress report on their attempts to gain financial support to re-run the fireworks event this year.  The Sandhurst Residents Association had offered a £1,000.00 donation and the Committee agreed to review its previous stance on financing the event if a small shortfall payment was needed.  However, with an estimated minimum cost of £5,000.00 the prospects did not look promising.  It was agreed to monitor the situation.  ACTION.

(e)
Minute 58(e)Events.

(i)
Sandhurst Freedom March 2010


The Executive Officer gave a brief report on progress.  Regular monthly meetings had now been planned with the Project Manager.  Thames Valley Police had indicated that any costs relating to the Policing of the Event could be low.  The Royal Military Academy Sandhurst were onboard with the project.   NOTED.
(ii)
Family Fitness Funday


This was the next programmed event to take place in the Memorial Park.  A request for Councillors volunteers as registration helpers was made.  ACTION.

(iii)
Arts Festival


Work was well underway towards the Arts Festival.  The programme was exciting once again with the partnership with South Hill Park continuing to go from strength to strength.  NOTED.  Again a call for Councillors volunteers for stewarding duties was made.  ACTION.

(iv)
It's a Knockout


Feedback from DebRA indicated that currently eight teams had entered the competition.  Local Clubs and organisations were amongst those who had already signed up and a few others had expressed an interest.  DebRA were intending to allow stall holders to attend the event.  The Executive Officer had asked for a meeting with the DebRA representative to give some guidance on the rules for use of the grounds now that the scale of the event seemed to be growing.  ACTION.

(f)
Minute 58(f) Budgets 2009/2010.


The Executive Officer reported that he had been advised that planning permission was required for the proposed extension to the front of the Community Hall.  The Architect was due to submit an application in the next two weeks.  ACTION.


An assessment was being made on the best period to carry out the work bearing in mind that the Hall and offices need to carry on business.  The project could not be carried out without some disruption to normal operations. NOTED.

(g)
Minute 58(g) Parking Restrictions


The 'sticky labels' were handed around.  It was emphasised that these should only be used on the Memorial Park and primarily for vehicles obstructing emergency entrances and those parking on grass verges or obstructing footpaths/cycle paths.  NOTED.
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Ten notices were now erected around the Memorial Park warning that clubs should have permits to train.  NOTED.


Permits had been applied for and were in the process of being issued.  ACTION.
(h)
Minute 59(a) Broken Glass


No further contact had been received from the resident with the injured dog.  NOTED.

(i)
Minute 59(b) Cricket Club


Feedback relating to the fence, secure store and 25th Anniversary celebrations had been given to the Cricket Club.  Further contact will be awaited.  NOTED.

68.
Urgent Items not covered within matters arising


None.

69.
Correspondence for Committee's attention.

(a)
Lawn Tennis Club


An email has been received form the Sandhurst Lawn Tennis Club complaining about inconsiderate behaviour by teams attending the five-a-side football tournament.  The Executive Officer stated that he had passed the complaint onto the Chairman of the Sandhurst Town Boys and Girls Football Club.  The outcome of the dialogue between the two Clubs seemed to be amicable.  NOTED.

(b)
Lawn Tennis Club. 

An email from the Sandhurst Lawn Tennis Club informed the Town Council that their ladies team had now worked their way up the leagues from division 12 to division 4B this summer.  The standard of tennis and the calibre of Clubs they were now playing is of high quality NOTED.  The Committee congratulated the Club on its achievement so far and wished it success for the coming seasons.  NOTED.
70.
Councillors Reports.


There were no Councillors Reports. 

(a)
Sandhurst Sports Club.
Mrs Mandy Quinn reported that following discussions with some of the young people in the Memorial Park, they had requested consideration be given to the provision of seating near the Coffee Spot and also provision of floodlighting to the Multi User Games Play Area (MUGA).

After some debate involving the difficulties involved in getting an electrical supply to the MUGA and possible planning issues it was decided to establish exact requirements and feasibility of such a project.  ACTION.
Further discussions with the young people was needed to establish type, size and preferred location of seating.  ACTION.
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(b)
Sandhurst Residents Association

Mrs Val Crosby-Clarke made a point about the amount of rubbish in ditches/straw and bricks left in the fields following the Sandhurst Town Boys & Girls Football Club tournament.  It was thought that the groundstaff had done a good job in cleaning up.


Mrs Quinn commented that rubbish collection was undertaken but the windy weather conditions were causing problems in making a complete tidy up.  The straw and bricks were used in an attempt to stop vehicles from sinking in the fields.  NOTED.

It was suggested that care be exercised in future.  ACTION.

71.
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on 16th July 2009 in the Kitty Dancy Room at 7.45p.m.
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