SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure Committee held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Memorial Park on Thursday 17th September 2009 at 7.45 pm ending at 8.45 p.m.

----------------
PRESENT: -
Councillors  N Bowers (Chairman),  Mrs J Bettison,  P Bettison,  R Blair,             Mrs C Cupper,  Mrs A Shephard.

Mrs J Ogden – Representing Sandhurst Residents Association.

APOLOGIES: -
Councillors  D Birch,  Mrs D Pidgeon,  R Simonds.

Mrs Val Crosby-Clarke,  Mrs M Quinn.

----------------

11.
Announcements.  The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as the Committee procedures document.

12.
Declaration of Interest. Members were reminded to declare interests in agenda items wherever relevant.  

13.
Urgent Items not covered within matters arising. 

There were no items.

14.
Minutes. The Minutes of the Leisure Committee Meeting held on Thursday 16th July 2009 were agreed and signed as a true record.

15.
Matters arising for information only. 
(a)
Minute 5(a) Hire Charges.

The Executive Officer reported that a meeting with the Sandhurst Town Boys & Girls Football Club had been offered w/c 28th September 2009.  A response was awaited. NOTED. 
(b)
Minute 5(c) Sandhurst Freedom March 2010.

It was agreed that this event would be a standing item on the Agenda for the Leisure Committee.


The Chairman gave an update referring to the meeting that took place on 10th August 2009.  A draft programme and a draft budget have been developed (programme tabled).  The next internal meeting will take place on 12th October with a full partners meeting on 16th November. NOTED.
(c)
Minute 5(d) Budgets 2009/2010.

The Executive Officer gave an income warning regarding to hiring of the Community Hall.  Bookings were down on last year and it was agreed to monitor the situation. ACTION.
(i)
Front Porch Extension/Hall Windows


The Executive Officer reported on progress.  The Town Council's Planning Committee had recommended approval.  Full Planning Approval was expected on 21st September.  Adverts had been placed in the Press and on notice boards for expressions of interest in tendering.  A meeting had been arranged with the Architect for 23rd September to discuss contract details and preambles.  A window of opportunity had been identified in the Hall/Kitty Dancy Room hirings to allow work to proceed.  A provisional start date for the contract would be 11th January 2010.  The Architect had been instructed to proceed with Building Regulation approval drawings, construction drawings and tender documents.  ACTION.  
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It was recognised that the project would impact on normal business activities due to the nature and location of the work. NOTED.

(ii)
Budgets 2010

The Executive Officer reminded Members that the Leisure Committee wish list was needed in order to compile the Draft Budgets 2010/2011.  ACTION. 


The Executive Officer went on to outline some of the initiatives currently on the work schedule.
Tree O'Clock and Bluebell Wood, Signage, Seebys' Meadow survey, Green Flag DVD, Carbon Footprint plan, Front Porch extension/window replacement, CCTV upgrade. NOTED.
(d)
Minute 5(e) Permits.

A meeting of the Park's Strategy Review group was scheduled for Wednesday 23rd September.  The Chairman stated that this meeting would be a scene setting discussion.  Clubs had been invited to submit their aims and ambitions for the future development of their Club so that these aspects could be factored into the decision making process which primarily revolved around the Policies relating to the use of the Park but would also embrace the sustainability of the playing surfaces. ACTION.
(e)
Minute 5(g) Young People Projects.

It was NOTED that no feedback had come from the young people via the proper channels.  It was agreed to await contact.
(f)
Minute 8(a) Playbuilder Project.


The Chairman reported that Evenlode Way had been identified as a second Sandhurst  Playbuilder site. Bracknell Forest Council were consulting with residents and would be drawing up a specification for tender. 

The Sandhurst Memorial Park play area tendering process was moving along within the timescales set.  Further input from the Town Council would be required once tenders had been received by Bracknell Forest Council. ACTION.
(g)
Minute 8(b) Cultural Partnership.


Cllr Mrs Bettison had reviewed the Bracknell Forest Council Cultural Strategy on behalf of the Town Council and would be submitting the comments before the 29th September deadline.  ACTION.
16. 
Correspondence for Committee's attention.
(a)
A letter had been received from the Donkey Derby Committee thanking the Town Council for its continued support.  The 2009 event had been a success. NOTED. 

(b)
A letter had been received from an anonymous resident who had observed that young people were using the skateboard park ignoring the protective clothing warning sign.  It was agreed that no further action could be taken. NOTED.

(c)
A letter had been received from the Sandhurst Residents Association making observations about the unsightly nature of the Balancing Pond.  Particular mention was made of the algae and foreign objects in the pond.  The Executive Officer stated that he had responded outlining the long standing maintenance issues and reiterating the functional purpose of the Pond. NOTED.
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(d)
A letter had been received from a resident observing the zip wire, in the Memorial Park play area, was being abused by adults using the equipment.  Again it was agreed that policing the problem was difficult.  Although signs were placed to make people aware that the area should only be used by children it was agreed that people were responsible for their own actions.  The Executive Officer would speak to the Health & Safety advisor on the subject. ACTION.

(e)
The Executive Officer referred to the complaint by a resident over the Coffee Spot's attitude towards providing water for dogs.  The Executive Officer tabled a draft Policy statement prepared by the Churches Together Committee on the subject.


It was agreed that the Policy in its present form was unhelpful and should be amended.  The Churches Together had already been asked to change the wording. NOTED.    

(f)
A letter of complaint had been received about dog fouling on the Park.  After investigation the Executive Officer had determined that there was no record of previous problems and the extent of severity of the current complaint may not be justified.  Nevertheless the Dog Warden would be asked to visit site to assess the situation. ACTION.

(g)
The next meeting of the Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership Management Committee was due to take place on 23rd October 2009.  NOTED.       

(h)
A letter had been received from the SLCC/ILCM thanking the Town Council for its continued support with their training programme. The letter stated praise for the Kitty Dancy Room as a venue. NOTED.

17.
Councillors Reports. 
(a)
The Chairman referred to the very successful Summer of Fun held in Sandhurst this year. One point of note for feedback was that the weight limit on the climbing wall was incorrectly advertised. NOTED. 

(b)
Cllr Blair made comment that vehicles had been parked on the grass verge at the recent football tournament held over the weekend of 12th/13th September. NOTED.

(c)
Cllr Mrs Cupper referred to the suggestion that patrols should be considered to prevent damage to the Town Council's property.

 
It was agreed that this was not feasible and in the light of a much reduced number of incidents recently, due to the continuing good work of local officers, it would not be appropriate. NOTED.
18.
Residents Association's feedback. 


There was nothing to report.


Sandhurst Sports Club feedback.


No report.

19.
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on 19th November 2009 in the Kitty Dancy Room at 7.45p.m.
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