SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure Committee held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Memorial Park on Thursday 20th May 2010 at 7.45 pm ending at 8.25 p.m.

----------------
PRESENT: -
Councillors N Bowers (Chairman),  Mrs J Bettison,  R Blair,  Mrs C Cupper,           N Skinner.

Mrs M Quinn - representing the Sandhurst Sports Club.

APOLOGIES: -
Councillors P Bettison, D Birch, A Blatchford, A Haseeb, Mrs D Pidgeon,  Mrs A Shephard,  P Wallington.


Mrs V Crosby-Clarke – representing the Sandhurst Residents Association.

----------------

1.
Announcements.  The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as the Committee procedures document.

2.
Declaration of Interest. Members were reminded to declare interests in agenda items wherever relevant.  

3.
Urgent Items not covered within matters arising. 

None.

4.
Minutes. The Minutes of the Leisure Committee Meeting held on Thursday 18th March 2010 were agreed as a true record.

5.
Matters arising for information only. 
(a)
Minute 46(a) Permits.

Permit application forms had been sent out to all local clubs but none received back yet. NOTED.
The Executive Officer stated that reportedly teams from outside the area were still using or intended to use the Memorial Park for training.  This situation was regretful but nevertheless the Permit scheme was difficult to police. NOTED.
(b)
Minute 46(c) Events.
The Executive Officer reported that he was aware that negotiations between the Sandhurst Town Football Club and the Sandhurst Town Boys & Girls Football Club were now advancing with the intention to hold the exhibition match with an Arsenal IX on Bottom Meadow. NOTED.  

The Committee were pleased to record that dialogue was now happening. NOTED. 

The Executive Officer reported that agreement had been reached with the Tug of War Club over relocating the "pull areas" to another part of the Memorial Park to avoid damaging the Arts Festival stage area. NOTED. 

(c)
Minute 47(a) Hall Sub Committee.
The Sub Committee had met and the colour schemes for the Hall redecoration had been agreed.  The Sub Committee had also decided on the curtain pattern and the curtains were now in production. NOTED.
The Executive Officer reported that the work to the Hall should be completed by the end of June. NOTED.
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6.
Sandhurst Festival.
The Chairman reported on the recent meeting of internal partners for the event.  Plans and programmes were now well advanced and the whole atmosphere is gaining momentum.  There will now be workshops on Thursday 15th July and street music between the Village Inn and the Wellington Arms on Friday 16th July.  The programme for Saturday 17th July and Sunday 18th July is packed with activities for all ages.  The event has now been linked with the National Big Lunch run by the Eden Project and there will be ample opportunities for the community to get involved, e.g.  It’s a knockout, Big Lunch, Sandhurst's got Talent, Sports music and dance, stalls and Songs of Praise.  There will be a number of centre arena activities with bands and RMAS demonstrations.  There will be a Mayor's reception showing off an exhibition of the 10th Anniversary of SANDHURST PRIDE and information about Sandhurst as a Respect, Responsibility & Rights, Community.  All in all a fantastic demonstration of community life in Sandhurst. NOTED. 
7.
Sandhurst Cricket Club.

The Executive Officer had tabled a letter from Sandhurst Cricket Club.  The letter was in response to the Town Council's response to the Cricket Club's previous concerns over future expansion of the Club especially the Colts section. A vandalism issue related to the Cricket Pavilion and the timing between the end of the football season and the start of the cricket season were also commented upon.


The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow Mr David Robinson, President of the Sandhurst Cricket Club, to speak.  Mr Robinson recognised the excellent work that the Groundstaff do to maintain the cricket square.  The point that the Club wanted to make was that the current square was being overloaded by the number of games played on it and if there were no options to use other areas of the Memorial Park then perhaps building extra strips on J.B.'s field could be considered.  The costs and possible funding would be investigated by the Cricket Club.  The proximity of the current football pitches was a prohibiting factor at present.

The question of vandalism was predominately related to damaged signs and broken tiles.  This was not random damage as much as ball kicking.  The Chairman re-iterated that it was not intended to extend the public CCTV system to deal with this problem.

The question over overlapping sports seasons was partly due to the bad weather experienced in January and February 2010, which caused a backlog of matches.  The Chairman emphasised that the Head Groundsman was the sole arbitrator of when pitches are maintained.

The Chairman thanked Mr Robinson for his comments.  It was essential that the dialogue between the Town Council and Clubs and between Clubs and Clubs be maintained extending the ongoing desire to work together to overcome any issues that may arise.

It was agreed that the comments made by the Cricket Club be considered by the Parks Strategy Review Group. ACTION.


8.
Correspondence for Committees' attention.

There was no correspondence.

9.
Councillor's Reports. 
There were no Councillor reports.
10.
Residents Association's Feedback. 

There was no Residents Association's feedback. 

- 3 -

11.
Sandhurst Sports Club Feedback.


Mrs Quinn requested that consideration be given to the Sports Club erecting a sign to give clearer directions to its location.  It was agreed to consider any designs put forward by the Sports Club. ACTION.

Mrs Quinn asked whether the Town Council were aware of any application to provide a Bar Licence to the Cricket Club.  The Chairman confirmed that there was no such request under consideration. NOTED.


The Chairman asked Mrs Quinn to ensure that notification of Sports Club's meeting together with Minutes were forwarded to the Town Council to ensure that a representation from the Town Council could attend. ACTION.


Mrs Quinn was asked if she would chase Mark Armstrong for the details requested for the Alcohol License extension for the Arts Festival event. ACTION.


Mrs Quinn asked whether there were any guidelines to organising a fireworks display on the Memorial Park.  The Sandhurst Town Boys & Girls Football Club would like to hold an event around November 5th 2010.  The Chairman pointed out that Health & Safety measures would need to be complied with and directed the Club to the Bracknell Forest Council Safety Advisory Group for more detailed guidelines.  It was also noted that if the event was held around November 5th then there would be no way to manage the general public attending and the event could become larger than the Sandhurst Town Boys & Girls Football Club could successfully control.  Mrs Quinn thanked the Committee for the comments and would feed them back to the Club. ACTION.
12.
Date of Next Meeting.
The next meeting will be held on 16th July 2010 in the Kitty Dancy Room at 7.45p.m. 
13.
In Committee Exclusion of Public and Press.


It was RESOLVED that pursuant to Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972, members of the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the consideration of items, which involved the likely disclosure of exempt information under the following category of Schedule 12A of the Act.



Information relating to terms of a contract.
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14.
The In Committee Minutes.

The In Committee Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 18th March 2010 were agreed as a true record.



There were no matters arising.
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