
SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Leisure Committee Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Memorial Park on 

Thursday 21
st
 March 2013 at 7 .45 p.m. ending at 9.20 .pm. 

 

------------------ 

 

 

PRESENT:         Councillors Mrs J Bettison (Chairman), P Bettison, D Birch, Mrs C Cupper, R  

  McKenzie, K Miah, J Porter, P Widdowson 

  Mrs V Crosby-Clarke - representing the Sandhurst Residents Association 

  Mrs Mandy Quinn – representing Sandhurst Sports Club 

                           

 

APOLOGIES:    Councillor G Birch 

 

------------------ 

 

117. Announcements.   The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as the Committee 

 procedures document.  NOTED 

 

118. Declaration of Interest. 

 

 (i) Members were reminded to declare interests in agenda items wherever relevant. Cllr  

  McKenzie declared an interest in the Sandhurst Town Football Club due to the fact that he has 

  become a Trustee of Sandhurst Town Football Club Limited. 

 

 (ii) There were no written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests. 

 

 (iii) There were no dispensations to grant. 

 

119. Urgent items not included under matters arising. 

 

 (a) Events incl. St George’s Day, Lashings Cricket & others (I) (D) 

 

 (b) Grant Applications (D) 

 

 (c) Vandalism at Owlsmoor Park (I) 

 

120. Minutes.   The Minutes of the Leisure Committee Meeting held on Thursday 17
th

  January 2013 were 

 agreed as a true record with two typing amendments. 

 

 Minute 112(b) a new a formal should read a new formal 

 

 Minute 113(a) (i) should read 50-60 kg  

 

 

121. Matters arising for information only. 

 

 (a) Minute 109 Youth initiatives 

 

  An invoice from Bracknell Forest Council for the £6,500 towards buying the musical  

  instruments for the Youth persons project was awaited. NOTED 

 

 

 (b) Minute 112(a) Sandhurst Corps of Drums 

 

  The Executive Officer reported that the results from the consultation were being analysed. The 

  matter  would be discussed at the next Strategy and Policy Committee meeting. ACTION 
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 (c) Minute 112(b) Sandhurst Town Football Club 

 

  The Executive Officer stated that communication on the matter relating to the transfer of the 

   Lease were ongoing. ACTION 

 

 (d) Minute 112(c) Budgets 

 

  The Executive Officer informed Members that some exceptional expenditure in the period had 

  been necessary, these amounted  to: Plastering necessary to Lobby ceiling, new boiler to  

  changing rooms,  bollards to the front entrance,  re-tiling to shower areas,  thermostats  

  replaced , a new oven & hood in the kitchen, white lining the car park, skate park upgrade, 

  new signage to footpaths, new glass to front  doors (Health and Safety), new path to tennis 

   courts. 

 

 (e) Minute 112(g) Defibrillators (STB&GFC) 

 

  It was hoped that three defibrillators would be bought by the STB&GFC. Mandy Quinn would 

  be able to confirm soon. ACTION 

 

 (f) Minute 113(a) National Tug of War Tournament 

  

  Help was being given to the Sandhurst Tug of War Club towards steering them on  

  organisational  aspects of the Community activities that they would like built around the  

  Tournament. NOTED 

 

 (g) Minute 114(a) Car Parking in the Memorial Park 

 

  The Executive Officer referred to the discussions at the January meeting relating to car  

  parking in Brookside Meadow. He had since been asked to produce a further option for the 

  Committee to consider, based around a similar debate about parking in the Memorial Park in 

  2008. 

 

  The Executive Officer ran through a Power Point presentation showing an area at the top end 

  of Pye’s  Acre field nearest the road, that could accommodate approximately 114 car spaces. 

  The salient features of the scheme were that it used proprietary ground reinforcement units 

  that could either be grass or shingle infilled. The scheme costings included an allowance for 

  drainage, fencing and two new access gates (using the existing ‘in’ & ‘out’ entrances) onto 

  the Yorktown Road. The cost of the scheme was estimated to be in the region of £180,000 to 

  £200,000 which had been established following a site visit by the supplier and the Engineers 

  department at Bracknell Forest Council. It was acknowledged that Planning permission would 

  be required and a tendering exercise undertaken. 

 

  Discussion took place with various concerns as to whether so many spaces were needed.  

  Working with the football clubs had produced some impact over number of vehicles on site, 

  the role of the Police was also mentioned. The introduction of further barriers was discussed 

  acknowledging visual impact and displacement concerns. It was questioned whether the  

  inconsiderate vehicle owners would use the car park as there was no footpath through the field 

  and the plan as a stand-alone project would not necessarily benefit those using the Hall, or 

  those playing/events in Brookside or J.B.’s field. The cost was of concern with the  

  prospect of using Section 106 funding as an option to be explored. 

 

  The Chairman drew discussion to a close by proposing a RECOMMENDATION for the 

  Strategy & Policy Committee to consider the option of a car parking project worth £200,000 

  in Pye’s Acre. The recommendation was carried. ACTION 
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 (h) Minute 115 Hall Hiring Charges 

 

  The Facilities Hiring working group had met and the RECOMMENDATIONS were tabled 

  (see attached). Both Hall and Field charges had been considered but the working group had 

  only suggested changes to the Field charges on this occasion. New charges would be  

  applicable from 1
st
 April 2013. 

 

  Some discussion involved concerns over the impact on existing clubs, particularly football. It 

  was recognised that the pitch fees were amongst the cheapest in the area whilst the playing 

  surfaces were amongst the best. There were comments about some disparity between Football, 

  Cricket and Tug of War charges. 

 

  It was RECOMMENDED that the new charges be approved. Strategy & Policy is to be asked 

  to consider proposals. ACTION 

 

122. Urgent items not included under maters arising 

 

 (a)  Events (D) (I) 

 

  (i) St George’s Day (Visit of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh) 

 

   Cllr D Birch gave an update on the progress towards the preparation for the event. He 

   informed Members that meetings had taken place involving Councillors, schools and 

   the RMAS, to talk about the itinerary for the visit. Proposals for the programme had 

   been passed to the Police for approval. He said that it would be fantastic opportunity 

   for the whole community to celebrate the first Royal visit to the town and also St 

   George’s Day. Preparations were on-going. ACTION 

 

  (ii) Lashings Cricket Match  

 

   The Sandhurst Cricket Club (SCC) have offered Friday 18
th

 July 2014 as a potential 

   date to host the match. This could be linked to the annual charity cricket match on 

   Saturday 19
th

 July and possibly a SCC versus RMAS match on the Sunday, therefore 

   making it a Cricket Festival weekend. More details will be discussed once  

   negotiations between SCC and Lashings have taken place. NOTED 

 

  (iii) Bandstand Competition 14
th

 July 2013 

 

   Colin Doran from the 3
rd

 Sandhurst Scouts had raised an enquiry to see if Sandhurst 

   Town Council would consider holding a’ Bandstand Marathon for Communities’ in 

   June. The suggestion would embrace the Sandhurst Silver Band, Corps of Drums 

   and a summer parade. The enquiry contained details of the cost of hiring a bandstand 

   for the day. The Committee appreciated the suggestion and felt that if the suggestion 

   were to be followed up by an offer to organise the event then there would be no  

   objection to holding it in the Memorial Park, however, there was currently no  

   resource or budget. It was agreed to respond to Mr Doran accordingly. ACTION 

 

 (b) Grant Applications - The Executive Officer informed Members that two applications had been 

   received, both of which were outside of the deadline. 

 

  (i) Sandhurst Tug of War Club 

 

   An application had been received for a contribution towards the National Tug of War 

   Competition to be hosted in the Sandhurst Memorial Park on 15
th

 June 2013. 

   The money to be specifically used for payment for additional public toilets. The  

   application was referred to Strategy & Policy Committee. ACTION 
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  (ii) Sandhurst Town Boys & Girls FC (STB&GFC) 

 

   An application had been received from the STB&GFC for funding for replacement 

   doors and windows to their changing rooms and Committee room.  The application 

   was referred to the Strategy & Policy committee. ACTION 

 

 (c) Vandalism at Owlsmoor Park 

 

  The recent spate of vandalism at Owlsmoor Park involving the damage to safety surfacing,

  requiring closing off a section of the swing area, had been reported to Police. The damage 

  would cost approximately £1,750 to repair and an insurance claim was being made. Police 

  were following up enquiries and an order had been placed for replacement surfacing to be 

  installed as quickly as possible. Police had been advised to use the £500 reward scheme for 

  information leading to a conviction, if they felt that it was appropriate. Correspondence had 

  been received from a local resident expressing concern over the damage. A reply will be sent. 

  ACTION 

 

123. Councillors Reports. 

 

 (i) Cllr Widdowson informed Members of the progress made towards the proposal to hold a  

  fireworks display in the Memorial Park in 2013. He said that the date was 2
nd

 November and 

  that there was a great deal of ‘buy in’ from Community Groups. He said that he had chosen 

  the fireworks company and was in the process of working with Bracknell Forest Safety  

  Advisory Group over safety and event plans. 

  Cllr Porter expressed concern over the lack of information that had been discussed at  

  Committee level over this event. He said that there had been no agreement about the date and 

  he believed that three quotations were necessary prior to any formal orders being placed. He 

  asked the Chairman to confirm the position. 

  After some discussion it was confirmed that the Event was a ‘work in progress’ and that Cllr 

  Widdowson would bring back to the next Committee Meeting the detailed proposals for full 

  discussion. ACTION 

 

 (ii) There were no matters from the Sandhurst Sports Club. 

 

 (iii) Mrs Crosby-Clark asked if the Allotment plot allocation list had been closed. It was confirmed 

  that it had but plot sizes were under review with the possibility of splitting them into two  

  where appropriate. The Allotment Association were handling the management of this  

  initiative. NOTED 

 

   

124. Date of Next Meeting. 

 

 The next meeting will be held on 16
th

 May 2013 in the Kitty Dancy Room at 7.45 p.m. 
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