
Minutes of the proceedings of the Leisure Committee held this day in the 
Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex, Sandhurst 
commencing at 7.45pm and finishing at 9.41pm. 
 
PRESENT 
Chairman: Cllr Mrs J Bettison 
Councillors: P Bettison, D Birch, G Birch, Mrs C Cupper, Mrs P McKenzie, 
R McKenzie, K Miah, J Porter, P Widdowson 
K Symons (Sandhurst Sports Club) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Executive Officer (Stephen Chown) 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda item 1) 
There were no apologies. 

 
MEMBERS’ INTERESTS (Agenda item 2) 
There were three declarations of interest on the business to be transacted. 
Cllr P Widdowson declared an interest as the owner of businesses providing 
event services in the local area, including on the Memorial Park.   
Cllr P Widdowson made a statement regarding his involvement with the 
early stages of the proposed firework event and advised of his intention to 
withdraw from the meeting for all discussion and decision making regarding 
the Firework items. 
(The Chairman varied the order of the agenda to bring forward the items not 
related to the Firework event.) 
Cllr R McKenzie declared an interest as a Trustee of Sandhurst Town FC 
which operates from the Memorial Park. 
Cllr J Porter declared an interest as a member of the Executive of 3rd 
Sandhurst Scouts which operates from the Memorial Park. 

 
MINUTES OF THE LEISURE COMMITTEE (Agenda item 3) 
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and seconded by Cllr P Widdowson 
and the following was 

RESOLVED 
0042 

that the minutes of the Leisure Committee meeting held on 18th July 2013 
be received as a true and correct record with one amendment: 
the addition of “Cllr M Brossard” to the list of those present, 
and that they be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 
 

DEFIBRILLATORS (Agenda item 4) 
A verbal update was received that the defibrillator had now arrived and 
locations for the mounting of the unit were being considered to ensure 
appropriate access in an emergency and the provision of the electrical 
power to heat and charge the unit.  The notification required to be given to 
the Ambulance Service was in progress. 

 
ADDITIONAL CAR PARK (Agenda item 5) 
The project was reviewed in light of the responses to the consultation.  The 
responses had been received with 75% in favour of additional parking and 
25% against.  The constructive comments arising from the consultation, both 
for and against, were noted and it was agreed that these would be 
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considered in detail in the future stages of the project.  The details of the 
project were not debated but the broad principles were agreed and the 
following was  

RESOLVED 
0043 

a) that the car parking project would proceed 
b) that a focus group be created to produce detailed project plans and 
costed proposals, including consideration of the feedback received 
c) that the focus group would initially comprise: Councillors Mrs J 
Bettison, D Birch, G Birch, P Widdowson and Mrs P McKenzie 
d) that the focus group would take a comprehensive view of parking 
across the whole of the Memorial Park to determine the most appropriate 
and cost effective solutions 
e) that the focus group would report directly to the Leisure Committee 

ACTION: EO 
MEMORIAL PARK MANAGEMENT (Agenda item 6) 
The implementation of a booking system for the outside areas was 
discussed.  The importance of engaging with the current park users at all 
stages of the process was clarified by the committee. 
 
The copy of the Lashings Hire Agreement was received and considered. 
The proposal to expand the event into a weekend festival of cricket with a 
match against a Royal Military Academy Sandhurst side was explained.  
Further to discussion it was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the 
following was 

RESOLVED 
0044 

a) that the proposed weekend of cricket in July 2014 at Sandhurst 
Memorial Park be supported 
b) that an agreement for a short term loan between Sandhurst Cricket 
Club and Sandhurst Town Council be created and approved, if required, 
to enable the event to be held. 

ACTION: EO 
The communication regarding the planning permission for the Corps of 
Drums training / community facility was received.  The planning application 
had already been considered by the Sandhurst Town Council Planning 
Committee further to inclusion on the Borough Planning Lists and the 
recommendation of ‘no objection’ had been applied. 
 
COUNCILLOR REPORTS (Agenda item 9, brought forward) 
An update was received regarding the Sandhurst Day Centre, including: 
work to re-surface the car park (with financial support from Bracknell Forest 
Council), the planned installation of a new gate and a new water heater 
(funded by the Sandhurst Residents Association.) 
 
SPORTS CLUB (Agenda item 10, brought forward) 
An update was received on the operation currently, which was generally 
considered to be very positive with a buoyant atmosphere, a planned 
Christmas event for children and a planned contribution to the Sandhurst 
Town Council Firework event.  The support from the Council was recognised 
by the Sports Club, particularly the attendance of councillors at regular 
meetings. 
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SANDHURST RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (Agenda item 11, brought 
forward) 
There was no update from the SRA and no significant items brought forward 
from the Quarterly Meetings with the Resident Associations to address at 
this time. 
 
BUDGET 2014 / 15 (Agenda item 12, brought forward) 
The current budget was reviewed and further to previous correspondence 
suggestions for proposed amendments were requested.  There were no 
suggested modifications and it was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the 
following was 

RESOLVED 
0045 

that the Leisure budgets for 2014/15 be recommended to remain in line 
with current year figures. 

ACTION: EO 
FIREWORKS 2013 – EVENT FORMAT (Agenda item 7) 
(Cllr P Widdowson withdrew from the meeting and took no further part in 
proceedings.) 
 
The draft Health and Safety Report, as prepared by Debbie Field (Health 
and Safety Advisor) was reviewed. 
Various aspects of the event plan were discussed to provide 
recommendations to the officers organising the event.  The over-riding 
importance of the safe execution of the event was stressed with the need to 
follow the professional advice of the appointed safety advisor, the appointed 
professional firework company and the recommendation of the Borough 
Safety Advisory Group. 
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the following was 

RESOLVED 
0046 

that the Executive Officer be delegated with the responsibility for 
organising the Fireworks event in line with the professional advice 
received and the recommendations of committee. 

ACTION: EO 
FIREWORKS 2013 – COUNCILLOR SUPPORT (Agenda item 8) 
The need for the support of Councillors in the run up to the event and on the 
night was discussed and offers of support received. 
 
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS (Agenda item 14) 
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the following was  

RESOLVED 
0047 

that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960 the public and press would be excluded for discussion regarding the 
engagement of contractors where publicity might be prejudicial to the 
special nature of the business. 

 
FIREWORKS 2013 – EVENT FINANCE (Agenda item 15) 
The detail of the quotations available in support of the event were received.  
The information was discussed and it was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison 
and the following was 

RESOLVED 
0048 

a) that the proposed expenditure of Annexe 8 be authorised (to First Aid 
Cover B and Toilet Hire C), with additional items to be authorised by the 

Leisure Committee 
19/09/2013 0019 

 
 



Executive Officer, as required to comply with the safety advice received 
or the demands of the Borough Safety Advisory Group (SAG).  
b) that the sponsorship and concessions detailed within Annexe 9 be 
authorised by the Executive Officer, where these can be achieved within 
the event time frame. 
c) that the collection of money on behalf of charitable causes be initially 
restricted to the Mayor’s charity, on the condition that a subsequent 
decision will be taken to donate a portion of the money to an alternative 
charity if appropriate. 
d) that no event cancellation insurance be taken, subject to the 
confirmation of supplier terms and conditions allowing services to be 
moved to an alternative day should the need arise. 

 
 

SIGNED AND DATED BY 
CHAIRMAN 
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