
SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community 

Hall Complex on Thursday 10
th 

January 2013 at 7.45 p.m. ending at 9.05 p.m. 

 

-------------- 
 

PRESENT: Councillors Mrs C Cupper (Chairman), Mrs J Bettison, A Blatchford, D Evans, 

         P Hodge, Mrs P McKenzie 

APOLOGIES: Councillors N Allen, M Brossard, C Thompson 

-------------- 

33. Announcements. The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as stated in the 

Committee procedures document.  

34. Declarations of Interest.  

1) Members were reminded to declare interest in agenda items wherever relevant. 

2) There were no written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests. 

3) There were no dispensations to grant. 

35. Urgent Items - not included under matters arising.  

None. 

36. Minutes. The Committee agreed the minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 8
th

 November 2012 as a 

true record, subject to a correction of Minute 29 (j) - should read “Guide storage unit”. 

37. Matters arising from the minutes. 

(a) Minute 29 (a) - Remembrance Day  

 Cllr Evans reported that the Remembrance Day Service went well. He did not want to pre-

empt the discussions that would take place at the debriefing meeting to be held on the 31
st
 

January 2103, but anticipated that there would be a couple of tweaks to the next event. 

NOTED. 

(b) Minute 29 (b) - Clean Team Sponsorship   

 The Chairman reported on the latest position of sponsorship. She stated that Beesley Wigs had 

been upset by their logo being removed from the trike, however, this was as a result of a 

misunderstanding over whether or not they wanted to continue sponsorship. They have now 

made it clear that they would like to continue and this was welcomed. The advertising would 

be reinstated. ACTION. 

(c) Minute 29 (c) - Jubilee Trees  

 It was confirmed that Cllr Allen was keeping the saplings in his garden until they were ready 

for handover to the Head Groundsman. NOTED. 

(d) Minute 29 (d) - Footpaths   

 

(i) Cllr Blatchford reported that there was now a new sign erected, by the resident, on 

Footpath 15 but the wording was in accordance with the legislation. NOTED. 

(ii) Cllr Mrs McKenzie informed Members that the overgrown vegetation issue on 

Footpath 20 had been rectified. NOTED. 

 (iii) The single map for each footpath had now been distributed. NOTED. 
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(e) Minute 29 (e) - Flooding  

 It was reported that Natalie Meger from the Environment Agency will be attending the March 

Environment Committee meeting. ACTION.  

 Cllr Blatchford referred to a problem with the pipe under the road around the College Road 

area.  Cllr Mrs Cupper will check with Sarah Holman to see if she had observed any standing 

water recently. ACTION. 

(f) Minute 29 (f) - Community Bus  

 The Executive Officer opened discussion by referring to the briefing meeting held on 20
th

 

December 2012 for Committee members. He gave a quick resume of the history behind the 

Sandhurst Community Bus Scheme. There had been a steep decline in usage of the service 

since its conception in 1996. The Executive Officer referred to the current known demand and 

the costs associated with the scheme. 

 The Committee acknowledged the options which were; to withdraw the service, to promote 

the service to encourage more usage, to speak to the groups that no longer use the service, to 

leave things as they are, to re-tender the service. After some discussions it was decided to 

keep the budget at its current level and keep all options open and subject to regular 

monitoring. ACTION. 

(g) Minute 29 (h) - Meadows Noticeboard 

 There had been no progress on this item. It was decided that the Chairman should draft a letter 

for the Mayor to sign to customer services in Tesco to negotiate access to their Community 

noticeboard. ACTION. 

(h) Minute 29 (i) - Christmas Lights  

 The event had been successful despite the weather. Everyone involved was thanked for their 

contribution towards the success. NOTED.  

 The Hall had been decorated by Councillors. Sponsors had contributed £320 towards the cost. 

Miss Teen Great Britain was the guest celebrity. There was a surplus towards next year’s 

event, which will be held on 30
th

 November 2013. NOTED. 

 It was NOTED that the tree lights were not operating in the days following the event due to 

water ingress to the electricity supply. This matter needs to be investigated before the next 

event. Matter referred to the Leisure Committee. ACTION. 

(i) Minute 29 (j) - Waitrose Community Work  

 It was NOTED that the decoration work to the Pastoral Centre, carried out under the Waitrose 

Community Grant scheme, had been completed. 

 It was NOTED that the decoration work to the Guides storage unit had been completed under 

the same scheme.  

 It was reported that Waitrose may be interested in carrying out some work to the Balancing 

Pond in 2013. Cllr Mrs McKenzie to follow up in due course. ACTION. 

(j) Minute 30 (a) -  Budgets 2013-2014 

 The Executive Officer led on this item by referring to the previously tabled draft budgets. It 

was unanimously agreed to RECOMMEND approval of the Draft Budget.  
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(k) Minute 30 (b) -  Noticeboards 

 Members were reminded to keep a photographic record of the condition of the boards that 

they were responsible for. ACTION. 

(l)  Minute 30 (c) - Bulbs 

 The Chairman said that decisions had not yet been made over next seasons planting 

programme. It had been noted that the bluebells had not yet made a show and before planting 

more it may be appropriate to take expert advice. It was suggested that the Sandhurst 

Gardening Club may be able to offer some experience on the matter. It was agreed to take 

photographs in Spring and to publicise a search for appropriate locations for bulb planting in 

the newsletter. ACTION. 

38. Items for Information/ decision.  

(a) Rubbish Bins – There had recently been a complaint about a street bin that was overflowing 

with rubbish. Upon further investigation it was established that it was an unofficial bin that 

had been placed by Wendy Smith (Clean Team). Wendy has placed 10-12 bins in strategic 

locations where she has been finding most rubbish, but they were only emptied and 

maintained by her.   

 Discussions took place over whether to return the unofficial bins to the yard, and/or put in 

place a plan to replace them. Cllrs Mrs Cupper and Mrs McKenzie will ask Wendy to keep 

track of what the bins contain and then to talk to Bracknell Forest Council with a view to 

either replacing the bins or relocate some of the existing street contract bins. ACTION. 

39. Correspondence for the Councillors’ Attention. 

(a) The Chairman referred to the letter received from Diss Town Council responding to her 

request for information about how they keep their Town so clean. She had been struck by how 

“very tidy” Diss looked following her recent visit. The letter contained details about their 

struggle to deal with litter and dog fouling. The Council pay their District Council to empty 

additional dog waste bins provided around the Town. 

 It was agreed that there were no new solutions to the problems that are jointly experienced, 

however, it was a good idea to maintain an open mind about learning from other areas.  

NOTED. 

(b) Footpath adjacent to Baptist Church in St. Johns Road. 

 An email had been received from the Pastor of Sandhurst Baptist Church enquiring whether 

the footpath outside the Church could be widened. It was agreed that the Pastor should write 

to Bracknell Forest Council on this matter. ACTION to advise the Pastor accordingly. 

(c) Heritage Open Days 2013. 

 An email had been received from Bracknell Forest Council inviting a representative from 

Sandhurst Town Council to attend a discussion group to co-ordinate Heritage events 

throughout the Borough. The meeting was due to take place on Friday 11
th

 January at 9.30am 

at South Hill Park. It was recognised that this was too short notice. Cllr Mrs Cupper and Cllr 

Mrs Bettison expressed an interest on being kept in the loop regarding the discussion and the 

dates of further meetings. Cllr Blatchford suggested that the group should be reminded of the 

work that the Sandhurst Museum Trust carry out. 

 The Executive Officer was asked to contact the Bracknell Forest co-ordinator (Marie-Anne 

Phillips – Community Ranger) to advise her of the feedback. ACTION. 
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(d) A letter had been received from Bracknell Forest Council asking the Town Council about their 

views about naming a small development in College Road “Tall Trees”. The Committee felt 

that the name should more reflect the local trend towards military names. Members were 

asked to come with alternative suggestions within two weeks. ACTION.  

 It was decided to develop a bank of names for all Wards. ACTION. 

(e) The Chairman had received an email from Ivor Slade (Chairman of the Snaprails Residents 

Association). The communication asked for clarification on the source of the funding for the 

roundabouts that are sponsored by the Town Council. Cllr Cupper had responded with the 

relevant information. NOTED. 

(f) An email had been received from ‘Water Resource in the South East’ containing an invitation 

to a briefing on 15
th

 February at Church House Conference Centre, Westminster. NOTED. 

40. Councillors Reports 

 There were no reports. 

 

41. Next Meeting.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday 14
th

 March 2013 at 7.45pm in the Kitty 

Dancy Room. 

 

42. In Committee Exclusion of Public and Press.  

It was RESOLVED that pursuant to Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972, members of the 

public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the consideration of items, which involved the likely 

disclosure of exempt information under the following category of Schedule 12A of the Act. 

Information relating to employees of the Council 
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