
SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall 

Complex on Thursday 7
th

 February 2013 at 7.30 p.m. ending at 7.48 p.m. 

---------------- 

PRESENT: Councillors: D Birch (Chairman), N Allen, Mrs J Bettison, A Blatchford, M Brossard, 

  A Davis, D Evans, K Miah, R Piggin, , J Porter, G Ramsey, A Ronca, 

  A Shellhorn, C Thompson, P Wallington, A Ward, P Widdowson. 

APOLOGIES: Councillors:  P Bettison, G Birch, Mrs C Cupper, P Hodge, Mrs P McKenzie, 

           R McKenzie. 

---------------- 

96. Book of Remembrance.  The Council stood in silence as the Mayor turned a page in the Book of 

Remembrance. 

97. Public Question Time.  There were no questions. 

98. Announcements.  The Mayor announced that the next Sandhurst Town Council Newsletter was due for 

distribution in April. He requested that if Members had articles that they would like to be included, then 

to submit them to him as soon as possible. He reflected that there were many good news stories and 

that spring and summer are packed with events once again. ACTION.  

99. Declaration of Interest in agenda items.  The Mayor stated that the meeting was a single items agenda 

to resolve the budget for 2013-2014. 

 Members were asked to declare any interests. The Executive Officer stated that in accordance with the 

latest information from the Borough Monitoring Officer relating to dispensations for disclosable 

pecuniary interests, all Members who were residents of Sandhurst, had formally requested and been 

granted a dispensation to participate in the Agenda item. NOTED. 

100. Motion. 

The Mayor invited Cllr Allen to move the Motion. That: 

“The Budget proposals for the financial year 2013-2014 be approved and as a result the level of Precept 

for the forthcoming year 2013-2014 be £532,048.00” 

 Proposed by Cllr N Allen 

  Seconded by Cllr Mrs J Bettison 

There were no questions. 

 Cllr Allen opened the debate by reminding Members about the rigorous procedure followed by the 

Town Council in order to reach the recommendations being put forward. He referred to the numerous 

Committee meetings and the papers that had been circulated and co-opted representations from 

organisations to comment.  

 He said that the figures reflected a delivery on provisions made by the Town Council to maintain and 

wherever possible, enhance facilities. This was taking place despite there being a recession. He referred 

to the key points as being that the Precept had been reduced due to changes in the Council Tax benefit 

scheme (a drop of £31,007 in income), though calculations included a 1% increase in staff salaries, 

running costs had risen in line with inflation but none the less there would be no increase to the Band D 

Town Council element of Council Tax which was being held at £70.47. 

 He said that the budget allowed for money towards a Sandhurst Freedom March to be held in 2018, a 

sum towards providing additional Hall storage in the Sandhurst Community Hall, money towards 

trying to resolve the car parking issues on the Memorial Park, and plans to bring back a Sandhurst 

Fireworks Event in 2013. 



-2- 

 

 Cllr Allen said that based upon the calculations there would be a deficit between income and payments, 

a proportion of the projected figures would come from reserves.  

 Cllr Allen concluded by saying that he thought it was a fair budget with a proposed zero increase to the 

residents’ contributions. He commended the Precept to the Town Council.  

 Cllr Mrs Bettison as seconder to the Motion reserved her right to speak. 

 The Mayor invited debate: Cllr Ward congratulated the whole of the team involved in the preparation 

of the Budget. He commented that the proposals had been very well put together and that from his 

observations, residents felt that the Town Council was already producing first class facilities and 

services, and that the proposals would further enhance those opinions.  

 Cllr Ward said that as Chairman of the Sandhurst Day Centre he welcomed the Town Council’s 

continued support for older people within the community. He stated that the majority of those who used 

the Day Centre were Sandhurst residents. 

 Cllr Ward informed the Council that it was right for the figures to reflect the effects of the new Council 

Tax benefits proposals, but that it looked likely that some of the deficit would be made up from the 

funds given by Central Government and Principle Authorities, in order to distribute towards the efforts 

of the new scheme. He stated that the money was a discretionary grant and there was no certainty that 

the payment would apply to future years, He concluded by saying that he felt that it was an excellent 

budget that would continue to provide excellent services. 

 The Mayor then spoke commending the Budget on its broad approach to Community issues. The 

figures, he said, included funding to maintain the Parks and facilities in Sandhurst. It showed a 

commitment towards Sandhurst Pride and the 3R’s whilst having no effect on the amount of outgoings 

for residents. He reminded that all of the excellent services and facilities were being provided by the 

Town Council in return for £1.36 per week. This was in no small way due to the efforts of committed 

Council Staff, Chairman of Committees and Councillors as a whole. 

 Cllr Allen summed up by thanking Councillors for their comments and asked them to show their 

support for the Motion. 

 The Motion was unanimously RESOLVED.  
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