
SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Leisure Committee Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Memorial Park on 

Thursday 17
th

 January 2013 at 7.45 pm ending at 8.59 p.m. 

---------------- 

PRESENT:  Councillors Mrs J Bettison (Chairman), P Bettison, R McKenzie, K Miah, J Porter, 

 P Widdowson. 

  

APOLOGIES:  Councillors D Birch, G Birch, M Brossard. 

 Mrs V Crosby-Clarke – representing the Sandhurst Residents Association. 

 Mrs M Quinn – representing Sandhurst Sports Club. 

 

---------------- 

107. Announcements. The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as the Committee 

procedures document. NOTED. 

The Chairman introduced invited guest; Maggie Newman Bracknell Forest Council Youth Worker for 

Sandhurst and Crowthorne. NOTED. 

108. Declaration of Interest.  

(1) Members were reminded to declare interests in agenda items wherever relevant.  

(2) There were no written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests.  

(3) There were no dispensations to grant. 

109. The Chairman suspended Standing Orders and invited Maggie Newman to speak.  

Maggie tabled a paper (see attached) outlining the purpose of her presentation. She explained that 

following an extensive consultation with young people in all secondary schools in Bracknell in August 

2011, one of the main recommendations was the need for significantly more music & arts provision in 

Bracknell Forest, especially in the south of the borough. 

In order to satisfy the need, BFC Youth Services was making a bid under the Armed Forces 

Community Covenant Fund (AFCCF) initiative for funding. The project was aimed at breaking down 

barriers to providing more music & arts in the area. The request to the Town Council was for £6,500 to 

buy a variety of new musical instruments. The wider project would embrace writing poetry and 

forming a performing arts group in Sandhurst. The money, if agreed by the Town Council, would be 

used in the AFCCF bid to attract funding for physical alterations at The Spot, where the workshops 

would be hosted and to employ musicians for tutorial sessions. The average number of young people 

attending the groups would be between 20 to 30. 

The Executive Officer explained that this was not new money that was being requested but was 

covered by the funds carried forward from previous earmarked reserves for Youth initiatives.  

The Chairman thanked Maggie for attending and reinstated Standing orders before inviting questions & 

comments.  

Some discussion took place. It was established that The Spot is open every evening Monday - Friday 

and offers young people a wide range of activities. It also hosts special sessions under the Duke of 

Edinburgh award scheme. The money will be used as a stand-alone project fund but could develop into 

an enabling bid under the AFCCF.  

It was unanimously agreed to recommend funding ACTION 

110. Urgent items not included under matters arising. 

(a) Sandhurst Tug of War - National Tournament (D) 
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111. Minutes. The Minutes of the Leisure Committee Meeting held on Thursday 15
th

 November 2012 were 

agreed as a true record with the following amendment - Cllr Brossard was present. NOTED. 

112. Matters arising for information only.  

(a) Minute 99 Sandhurst Corps of Drums. 

The Executive Officer reported that the Town Council newsletter carrying the consultation form 

was now at the printers. There was also going to be a reply facility on the Town Council 

website. The consultation closes on 28
th

 February 2013, with the results being considered in the 

March meeting cycle. ACTION.  

 (b) Minute 102(a) Sandhurst Town Football Club. 

A letter had been received from the Sandhurst Town Football Club providing an update on the 

matter relating to the status of the Trustees of the Club. The letter attached a Lease compliance 

form that had been requested by the Trustees in order to release them from any obligations 

before setting up a new legal agreement between Sandhurst Town Council and the Football 

Club. The Executive Officer had agreed to meet with Tony Dean (Chairman) and check 

compliance, and at the same time listen to the Club’s suggestions regarding how a new a formal 

agreement over the Lease might be drawn up. The existing Lease is non-assignable and the 

management structure of the Club has changed, so legal advice will be sought over a new Lease 

to cater for the changes.  

In an email, Tony Dean had outlined the timetable suggested. The email also covered the 

appointment of a new club secretary Mr James Nash; the fact that the Club were in the latter 

stages of deciding whether to become a Community Investment Company (CIC); the publication 

of a printed statement on the current standing of the Club; and the announcement that the FA 

had recently awarded the Club a Grade F standard for the facilities at Bottom Meadow (which 

includes pitch quality). The email commented that at present only 7 clubs out of 22, in the 

Combined Counties Premier League, have fully met the requirements of this status.  

It was NOTED that the setting up of the new Lease would need to be carefully considered and 

would involve Solicitors to ensure that the Town Council’s interests are fully protected. 

ACTION. 

Cllr McKenzie tabled the programme containing the statement referred to in the email. He 

confirmed that he was acting as a link between the Club and the Town Council. He confirmed 

that the Club seemed to be well run and there was a real commitment shown by the management 

team to continue to promote the Club as a Community asset. 

It was agreed to confirm the invitation to Tony Dean to come to the March Leisure Committee 

meeting to give a presentation on the current position and future direction of the Club. 

ACTION.  

(c) Minute 102(c) Budgets 2013-2014. 

The Executive Officer tabled a set of papers summarising the outcomes of months of 

consideration. The figures showed recommended budgets for the Hall and Grounds and year on 

year comparisons were provided. New items included reserves approved by Strategy & Policy 

towards; (i) Car Parking - Brookside Meadow (£20,000); (ii) Hall Storage (£10,000); Fireworks 

2013 (£2,500); and (iv) Sandhurst Freedom March 2018 (£10,000). The Executive Officer ran 

through a list of accumulating reserves for planned maintenance items e.g. car park re-surfacing, 

skatepark, playground equipment, machinery replacement etc.  

It was unanimously agreed to RECOMMEND the Budgets as presented. ACTION. 
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(d) Minute 102(d) Dog Fouling. 

The Executive Officer reported that the “BARDO tool kit” had been purchased and the cost was 

being shared by the six Town/ Parish Councils in Bracknell Forest. NOTED.  

 (e) Minute 102(d) Potential Leases. 

The Executive Officer stated that he had informed the Sandhurst Silver Band that the maximum 

length of Lease for a building on Brookside Meadow would be 35 years. NOTED.  

(f) Minute 102 (e) Farmers Market. 

The Farmers Market was continuing to be successful. The contract details had been finalised and 

signed by both parties. NOTED. 

(g) Minute 102 (a) Sandhurst Town Boys & Girls FC (STB&GFC). 

It was reported that the STB&GFC had received £1,316 from the Waitrose (green token) 

Community Funding scheme. NOTED.  

Further dialogue between STB&GFC, Sandhurst Town Council and Sandhurst Residents 

Association will take place in order to identify how the total number of defibrillators, that can be 

afforded, can be established. ACTION. 

(h) Minute 103 (c) Sandhurst Sports Centre. 

The Chairman outlined the current position. There is a meeting scheduled for 21
st
 January with 

Bracknell Forest Council that will hopefully move negotiations forward. The Chairman said that 

the Minute 103(a)(ii) was as stated but inaccurate in content. A clarification had shown that the 

option was to pay increases in line with the Sandhurst Sports Centre budget. NOTED.  

The Sandhurst Town Council Winter newsletter was carrying a promotional article on the 

Sandhurst Sports Centre’s activities. NOTED.  

Further feedback will be provided as negotiations progress. ACTION. 

113. Urgent items not included under matters arising. 

(a) National Tug Of War Tournament (D). 

The Chairman introduced this item referring to the meeting held with the Sandhurst Tug of War 

representatives immediately prior to the Leisure Committee meeting. The Sandhurst Tug of War 

Club had successfully bid to host the National Tug Of War Tournament in Sandhurst. The 

Tournament will take place on Saturday 15
th

 June 2013. Preliminary talks had been held 

between the Executive Officer; Robin Ranger; and Club representatives, to discuss logistical 

elements, and the Club felt that it was a great opportunity to extend the event into a Community 

Day. In the pre-meeting discussion the following points had been established:  

(i) The event would attach around 15-20 Clubs involving 50 teams of eight competing in 

50-60 weight categories. 

Teams would be travelling from all over the Country and some would be looking for 

accommodation in hotels and bed & breakfasts in the area. 

 

(ii) Over 2,500 spectators and competitors could be expected. 

 

(iii) The Club were used to running tournaments and had covered such things as food and 

drink and had secured help with marquees and equipment through the RMAS. 
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In the subsequent discussions Cllr Widdowson confirmed that he had offered the Club assistance 

with co-ordinating side shows; fairgrounds; possible craft stalls; and would give them contact 

details for a PA system. 

The Club had requested support from the Town Council and the following points were 

provisionally agreed:  

(iv) Free use of the Community Hall for the weigh-in on the Friday evening,  

(v) the site of the main event will be in Jubilee Field, 

(vi) use of tables of chairs.  

The Club had been advised to contact the Bracknell Forest Safety Advisory Group to ensure that 

they were conversant and compliant with the latest Licence and Health & Safety legislation.  

The Committee endorsed the support for the event and were keen to see as much Community 

involvement as possible, especially involving young people. NOTED.  

114. Correspondence for Committee attention.  

(a)  Car Parking in the Memorial Park. 

A resident had emailed to enquire about any actions that the Town Council could take to avoid 

and/ or enforce, inconsiderate car parking along the Yorktown Road, on grassed areas. It was 

agreed that a response should contain the Town Council’s views on this matter. ACTION. 

(b)  An email had been received from the 3
rd

 Sandhurst Scout Group who were passing on 

concerns about inappropriate and inconsiderate vehicle movements beyond the barrier to the 

access road leading down to the Scout Hut. The email contained possible options to resolve the 

problems. 

Cllr Porter declared an interest in the subject matter. NOTED. 

The circumstances and subsequent investigations were presented to Members. It was agreed to 

resolve the issues at source. NOTED. 

It was NOTED that the Brookside Parking proposals were currently under consideration and 

formed part of the Corps of Drums project that was currently out for consultation. 

Cllr McKenzie also offered to take back to the Sandhurst Town Football Club the basics of the 

concerns. ACTION.  

(c)  A resident had emailed to ask if there were any regulations preventing the use of a metal 

detector on the Memorial Park. The Executive Officer was asked to respond conveying the 

Town Council’s views on the subject. Whilst not in breach of any bye-law, it was not 

considered appropriate. ACTION. 

(d)  An email had been received from the Sandhurst Tennis Club complaining about ice on one of 

the tennis courts and the condition of the footpath in the vicinity of the courts. The Executive 

Officer stated that the footpaths would be upgraded as part of the maintenance programme, 

however, the ice was as a direct result of weather conditions during the winter period. The 

Executive Officer will respond accordingly. ACTION.  

 115. Councillors Reports.  

There were no representatives present from Sports Club. 

There were no representatives present from the Sandhurst Residents’ Association. 
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Cllr Widdowson informed Members that there had been no meetings of the Sandhurst Sports 

Club Liaison Group scheduled in the period. NOTED. 

Cllr Widdowson informed Members that progress was being made towards a Fireworks event 

in 2013 in Sandhurst.  A meeting with the Safety Advisory Group had been held. NOTED.  

Cllr Widdowson reported that a meeting date had been set for the Facilities Hiring sub-

committee to review hire charges. ACTION.  

Cllr Widdowson informed Members that two cheques for £125 were being presented, one to 

the Lewis Marsh Fund, and the other to the Alex Devine Foundation, as proceeds from the 

December Craft Fayre. NOTED. 

An events list for 2013 was tabled. NOTED.  

116. Date of Next Meeting. 

 

The next meeting will be held on 21
st 

March 2013 in the Kitty Dancy Room at 7.45 p.m. 
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