
Minutes of the proceedings of the Leisure Committee held this day in the 
Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex, Sandhurst 
commencing at 7.45pm and finishing at 8.53pm. 
 
PRESENT 
Chairman: Cllr Mrs J Bettison 
Councillors: P Bettison, Mrs P McKenzie, R McKenzie, K Miah, J Porter, 
M Sanderson, P Widdowson 
K Symons (Sandhurst Sports Club) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Executive Officer (Stephen Chown) 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda item 1) 
V Crosby-Clarke (Sandhurst Residents’ Association) 
 
MEMBERS’ INTERESTS (Agenda item 2) 
Cllr P Widdowson declared an interest in Agenda Item 9, as the owner of a 
business providing services to Bracknell Forest Council for the delivery of 
the Summer of Fun programme.  The intention to leave the room for the item 
and not to vote was stated. 
Cllr R McKenzie confirmed an interest in Sandhurst Town F.C, and it was 
clarified there were no agenda items affected. 

 
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS (PROCEDURAL ITEM) 
A member of the public was in attendance, desiring to speak on the subject 
of events at the Memorial Park.  It was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and 
the following was  

RESOLVED 
0234 

a) that standing orders be suspended to allow a brief presentation to the 
committee from a member of the public, on matters related to events at 
the Memorial Park. 
b) that standing orders be resumed. 

 
The presentation was received and covered ideas for future events and the 
various options for the organisation and funding of new events at the 
Memorial Park.  Examples of other local events held were presented.  The 
presentation was received outside of the formal meeting so it was not 
possible to resolve upon the information.  Lines of communication were 
established to the Town Council office for the future, where the opportunity 
to discuss proposals further would be arranged as required. 
 
MINUTES OF THE LEISURE COMMITTEE (Agenda item 3) 
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the following was 

RESOLVED 
0235 

that the minutes of the Leisure Committee meeting held on 20th March 
2014 be received as a true and correct record and that they be confirmed 
and signed by the Chairman. 
 

15th May 2014 
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MEMORIAL PARK MANAGEMENT (Agenda item 4) 
The report was received covering the significant management issues 
affecting the Memorial Park. 
The items were discussed and clarified further, including the recognition of 
the significant achievement that the Green Flag status for the park 
represents, particularly for a Town Council. 
 
The ongoing work targeting Sunday opening for the public toilets was 
clarified.  On a related issue the benefit of increasing the visibility of the 
edge of the step to the toilets was put forward and this was confirmed to be 
a work in progress for the Caretaker. 

 
PARKING ON THE PARK PROJECT (Agenda item 5) 
The draft form to apply for Section 106 funding to secure a contribution 
towards the construction of additional parking was reviewed and discussed.  
The content of the form was positively received.  Minor modifications were 
put forward for consideration, including the potential addition of photographs 
and confirming the benefit of the additional parking to all Sandhurst 
residents, not just those within the new properties within the section 106 
catchment areas. 
Further to the discussion it was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the 
following was  

RESOLVED 
0236 

that the Section 106 application form be submitted to Bracknell Forest 
Council. 

ACTION: EO 
MUSIC FESTIVAL EVENT CORRESPONDENCE (Agenda item 6) 
A letter was received and discussed regarding a proposal to hold a music 
event at the Memorial Park.  The principles surrounding the logistics of a 
large music event were discussed along with a consideration of the 
requirements that would need to be in place to ensure the safety of the 
public and the continued enjoyment of the park as public open space by all 
residents.  The general support of the committee was expressed to meet 
with prospective event organisers, to explore any ideas further as they 
arised.  More detailed plans would then be available to come forward to 
future Leisure meetings for approval.  Concluding a wide ranging discussion 
it was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the following was  

RESOLVED 
0237 

that the offer of an informal meeting with a small group of Councillors be 
extended to prospective event organisers, to ensure the benefits and 
risks of any future event can be discussed and addressed at an early 
stage.  (Cllrs Mrs J Bettison, P Widdowson and J Porter volunteered.) 

ACTION: EO 
WALK THE PATH EVENT CORRESPONDENCE (Agenda item 7) 
The appreciation of the Blackwater Valley Countryside Trust was received 
and an update on the success of the event was provided by those 
Councillors involved on the day. 
 
FIREWORKS 2014 (Agenda item 8) 
An update was provided from the Fireworks Working Group relating to the 
further planning and preparation for the event in 2014.  Preparatory work to 
secure sponsors was conveyed.  The desire to engage with the local Police 
in the event arrangements was expressed and the efforts being made to get 
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a local Police response were confirmed.  A future informal meeting was 
diarised with a Senior Officer and it was hoped that this could be utilised to 
get the engagement of local officers in the event planning. 
 
SUMMER OF FUN 2014 (Agenda item 9) 
(Cllr P Widdowson withdrew from the meeting having declared an interest in 
the item, returning for agenda item 10.) 
The background to the Summer of Fun was discussed and it was confirmed 
that funding for the day was within the Leisure budget agreed for the year.  
The opportunity for the Town to benefit from one of the ‘larger’ days this year 
was explained and was agreed to be an additional benefit, particularly as the 
financial contribution for Sandhurst would remain the same as previous 
years.  It was confirmed that the total cost is shared with Bracknell Forest 
Council and the Sandhurst contribution is a small proportion of the total cost.  
Further to discussion it was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the 
following was  

RESOLVED 
0238 

that the Summer of Fun event be hosted at Sandhurst Memorial Park, in 
partnership with Bracknell Forest Council, on Friday 8th August, 2014. 

ACTION: EO 
NEW INFORMATION BOARD AND MAP PROPOSAL (Agenda item 10) 
The proposal was discussed and was well received, with many suggestions 
and benefits coming forward.  The project was considered to be improved by 
including circular walks on the map, with corresponding ‘marker posts’ 
around the route, to be found whilst exploring.  The benefits of a modular 
and versatile board design was expressed to ensure that a map could be 
updated in future, for instance with the addition of new buildings or parking 
areas on site.  Further to the discussion it was proposed by  
Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the following was  

RESOLVED 
0239 

that the project be implemented by attracting quotations from professional 
companies for the design and construction of the notice boards and map. 

ACTION: EO 
PRESS AND PUBLICATION FORWARD PLAN (Agenda item 11) 
The draft spreadsheet for managing future press and publication 
announcements was displayed on screen and discussed at length.  The 
commitment to clearly express the work of the Town Council through the 
media was confirmed and the use of the spreadsheet was considered to be 
beneficial.  Further to the discussion it was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison 
and the following was 

Resolved 
0240 

that future meetings of the Leisure Committee include a standing agenda 
item ‘Press and publication forward plan’ to review and amend the 
information relating to Leisure within the plan. 
 

COUNCILLOR REPORTS (Agenda item 12) 
There were no Councillor reports. 

 
SPORTS CLUB (Agenda item 13) 
The report was received regarding the operation of the Sports Club, which 
had been satisfactory but the heavy rain had been detrimental to profits.  
The donations made to various teams were summarised and it was 
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confirmed that the Sandhurst Boys and Girls FC had not needed financial 
support so far this year.  The thanks of the club were expressed to the 
Councillors attending the regular meetings.  Advance notice of a proposed 
change to the Sports Club licence was given.  A proposal to extend the 
licenced hours until 12midnight was being considered at the next renewal, to 
allow occasional events to be hosted without requiring an extension to be 
applied for each time, at a cost of approximately £21 plus the time required 
to fill in the forms.  It was proposed that core opening hours would remain 
the same, and the extra hour would only be used for events.  There were no 
objections to the proposals raised by committee. 
 
SANDHURST RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (Agenda item 14) 
(D Vousden was present to provide an update in the absence of  
V Crosby-Clarke.) 
It was confirmed that the SRA were no longer funding the use of the Day 
Centre by the Scouts, who had now moved to a different temporary location 
at New Scotland Hill.  On behalf of the Scouts the committee expressed their 
appreciation for the support offered by the SRA in difficult circumstances.  It 
was confirmed that the new floor to the Scout Hut was being installed at the 
end of May and the Scouts were hoping to be back in their own building 
shortly. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING (Procedural item) 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 17th July, 2014. 

 
 SIGNED AND DATED BY 

CHAIRMAN 
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