
SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Strategy & Policy Committee Meeting held in the Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Memorial 

Park on Thursday 28
th

  March 2013 at 7 .45 p.m. ending at 10.00 p.m. 

 

------------------ 

 

 

PRESENT:    Councillors N Allen (Chairman), Mrs J Bettison, D Birch, G Birch, M Brossard, Mrs C 

               Cupper, Mrs P McKenzie, P Bettison (substitute for A Davis). 

   Also in attendance P Widdowson 

 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr A Davis 

 

 

------------------ 

 

 

141. Announcements.  The Chairman announced that the order of business would be as stated in the 

 procedures document. 

 

142. Declaration of Interest. 

 

  1)    The Chairman reminded Members to declare interests in agenda items wherever relevant. 

 

  2)    There were no written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests. 

 

  3)    There were no dispensations to grant. 

 

143. Urgent items not included under matters arising. 

 

  (a)   Car Parking - referred from Leisure Committee (D) 

  (b)   Hiring charges review (D) 

  (c)   Corps of Drums consultation (D) 

  (d)   Internal Audit Report (D) 

  (e)   Grant applications (D) 

  (f)    Policy review - requested by Cllr Mrs Cupper (D) 

  (g)   Code of Conduct (D) 

  (h)   BACS payments authorisation (D) 

 

144. Minutes. 

 The Minutes of the Strategy & Policy Committee meeting held on Thursday 24
th

 January were agreed 

 as a true record with the following amendment: 

 

 Minute 1117(a) should read 117(a) 

  

145. Matters arising for information only. 

  

 (a) Minute 131(a) Vandalism 

 

  The Executive Officer gave an overview of the vandalism in the period since the last meeting. 

  The latest spate of antisocial behaviour had centred around Owlsmoor Park, with two  

  incidents. The first was damage to safety surfacing around the swings. This incident had been 

  given a crime number and orders had been placed for its repair. The second was graffiti on 

  play equipment, again this had been given a crime number and the graffiti cleaned off. 

  The Executive Officer reported that he had discussed both incidents at a meeting with Sgt. 

  Steve McSweeney and action was being taken. This included assigning a PCSO to the case, 

  liaising with the schools Co-ordinator to try to identify the ‘tag’ marking, considering the  

  use of Acceptable Behaviour Contracts (ABC). Interviews with suspects had led them being 

  ruled out of the equation. 
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  An email had been received from a concerned resident requesting information and asking 

  what ‘Agencies’ were doing to deal with the problem. 

  After some discussion, which included concern over the resources that Thames Valley Police 

  dedicated to Sandhurst, it was decided to monitor the situation and continue dialogue with the 

  Agencies involved, together with residents, so that local knowledge and intelligence could be 

  part of the solution. ACTION 

  It was agreed that the £500 reward for information resulting in a conviction should be made 

  available to these criminal damage issues. ACTION 

 

  The Executive Officer confirmed that the BARDO toolkit would be available within the next 

  two weeks. A programme of use by the six Town/Parish Councils will be diarised by  

  Bracknell Town Council. NOTED 

 

 (b) Minute 131(b) RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY & RIGHTS 

 

  The Executive Officer reported the discussions with Professor Stoker and iCoCo were  

  ongoing. A conclusion to the way forward was expected during April. ACTION 

 

 (c) Minute 131(c) Policy, Direction & Vision 

 

  Following discussions with the five other Parishes and Bracknell Forest, the current position 

  was that Sandhurst Town Council will currently be the only Council to hold a CHARTER 

  with Bracknell Forest Council. NOTED 

 

 (d) Minute 131(d) Member Training 

 

  The training session had been held and there was mixed feedback over content and benefit. 

  There were further opportunities using the Town Councils membership of the South East  

  Employers (SEE) to develop Members training - bookings were being made. ACTION 

 

 (e) Minute 131(e) Budgets 

 

  The Executive Officer reported that expenditure was in line with expectations. The end of year 

  figures would be produced in line with the Audit requirements & dates. ACTION 

   

  The Precept for 2013/2014 had been approved by Full Council. NOTED 

 

 (f) Minute 131(f) Leases in the Memorial Park 

 

  The Executive Officer reported that there had been correspondence between the existing  

  Trustees of the Sandhurst Football Club, Sandhurst Town Council and the Sandhurst Town 

  Football Club relating to the surrender of the existing Lease and the setting in place of a new 

  Lease. 

  New Heads of Terms had been received from the Football Club and solicitors were drawing 

  up a new document. Legal advice was that the process over handing over should be  

  simultaneous. ACTION 

    

146. Urgent items not included under maters arising. 

 

 (a) Car Parking - referred by Leisure Committee (D) 

 

  The Executive Officer outlined the discussions relating to the Memorial Park car  parking 

  capacity, that had taken place at the Leisure Committee over the last two meeting cycles, for 

  audit trail purposes. 

           There were currently two options under consideration but these were not the only   

              permutations to relieve the demand for car parking at peak times.  They were (a) provide 114 

           spaces at the top end of Pye’s Acre field or (b) provide 20 spaces in Brookside if the Corps  
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 of Drums facility were to be built and utilising the Gardening Club’s existing spaces, 

 this could  amount to 60 additional spaces. 

  Both schemes had their associated infrastructure problems that meant that costs would be  

  higher than would normally be associated with such projects. Estimated costs, prior to the 

  necessary tendering process are £200,000 for scheme (a) and between £50,000 to £110,000 for 

  scheme (b), dependant on the different approaches to surfacing the access road into Brookside. 

  The Executive Officer stated that both options would attract VAT in addition to the estimated 

  figures. 

 

  Discussions also included progressing with barriers along the Yorktown Road. This amounted 

  to a further set of posts along the section by the bus stop, which was prone to inconsiderate 

  parking. Once again the displacement argument was raised. It was agreed that any actions 

  needed to be co-ordinated. 

 

  Consideration was given to phasing project (a) but practical problems associated with this 

  would amount to substantially increased costs. 

  After some further debate it was agreed to put the matter out to public consultation. The  

  questions would be put as options in the next newsletter. ACTION 

 

 (b) Hiring charges review (D) 

 

  The Facilities Hiring Review working group had met and their recommendations had been 

  considered by the Leisure Committee. 

  It was agreed to approve the RECOMMENDATIONS. 

 

 (c) Sandhurst Corps of Drums consultation (D) 

 

  The results of the recent consultation were discussed. It was acknowledged that the response 

  had been poor, however, the feedback was overwhelmingly in favour. It was agreed to advise 

  the Corps of Drums that as a result of the consultation feedback ‘This Council is minded to 

  allow Sandhurst Corps of Drums to progress their proposed project to the next stage in order 

  to seek Planning Permission’. ACTION 

  It was agreed that the comments on the returned questionnaires should be analysed and  

  responses to questions & queries should be contained in block answer statements by the  

  Council. ACTION 

 

 (d) Internal Audit Report (D) 

 

  The Executive Officer referred to the previously circulated Internal Audit Report. It was  

  agreed to receive the document, acknowledging the comments and actions which the  

  Executive Officer was instructed to carry out. ACTION 

 

 (e) Grant applications (D) 

 

  Two grant applications had been received outside of the deadline period. 

 

  (i)    Sandhurst Tug of War Club 

          Application for £398.00 towards the cost of additional  public toilets for the National Tug 

          of War Championships, to be hosted by Sandhurst at the Memorial Park. RESOLVED 

 

  (ii)   Sandhurst Town Boys & Girls FC 

          Application for £8,918.50 (75% of overall quotation)  towards the cost of replacing  

          windows and doors to the Boys & Girls FC changing rooms. It was agreed to approve 

          £1,000 with the proviso that the Club be advised to recover costs from insurance cover 

          wherever possible, plus look at a planned maintenance programme. RESOLVED 
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 (f) Policy review (D) 

 

  Cllr Mrs Cupper had requested that this item be raised. Following some discussion it was  

  agreed the Council Policies should be reviewed at least every four years in order that a new 

  administration can agree the statements. ACTION 

  It was agreed that a small working group consisting of:  Cllr Mrs Cupper, Cllr Brossard & Cllr 

  Mrs Bettison should look at the existing Policies to start off the process plus recommend any 

  other areas where new Policies would be appropriate. ACTION 

 

 (g) Code of Conduct (D) 

 

  The Executive Officer had previously circulated an updated version of the Bracknell Forest 

  Council Members Code of Conduct. This had been issued following the adoption of the  

  interim Code which had been put in place in July 2012. 

  Following a brief discussion it was RECOMMENDED that Sandhurst Town Council adopt 

  the revised Code as amended to suit Town Councils. 

 

 (h) BACS payments authorisation (D) 

 

  The Executive Officer outlined the need for the Town Council to provide a Mandate to allow 

  payments to be made by BACS. The Committee agreed to support any progress towards  

  electronic payments within the powers of Parish/Town Councils and agreed to mandate.  

  ACTION 

  It was suggested that discussions with Bracknell Forest Council over the Government  

  Purchase Card Scheme should take place to see if this would be beneficial as a means to  

  making payments in the future. ACTION 

 

147. Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) 

 

 The Chairman of the Sandhurst NAG, Cllr Brossard updated the committee on matters that  

 had been discussed by the Group. NOTED 

 

148. Health & Safety 

 

 The Executive Officer advised the Committee that Fire risk assessment checks together with a General 

 Health and Safety Audit had been carried out within the period. There had been no recorded accidents 

 or near misses. NOTED  

 

149. Correspondence for Committee attention. 

 

 (a) Letter from MP regarding ‘Asset of Community Value’ 

 

  A letter had been received from Dr Phillip Lee MP requesting the Town Council allow him to 

  present a case supporting the Jolly Farmer public house in College Town, as an ‘Asset of  

  Community Value’. He asked if it would be possible to provide any further information about 

  how the building could be secured for the nomination and whether there was further  

  information relating to planned developments for the public house. 

Councillors discussed the implications and impact relating to the proposal. There was no 

support for the suggestion nor was there any further information that could be offered. The 

Executive Officer was asked to respond accordingly. ACTION 

 

 (b) Letter from MP regarding 3
rd

 Generation Football Pitch at Sandhurst Leisure Centre 

 

  The letter outlined how Dr Phillip Lee MP proposed to develop a scheme that would see a 3
rd

 

  Generation football pitch installed at the Sandhurst Sports Centre. He stated that the £200,000 

  funding was in place. He stated that Sandhurst Town Boys & Girls FC would be a key partner, 
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  as a Charter Standard Community Club, with 51 teams. He also felt that the Sandhurst School 

  would benefit from the close proximity of the pitch, together with residents and other groups. 

  The letter requested that Sandhurst Town Council let him know if they have any plans to  

  ensure that our own sporting infrastructure is in keeping with the Olympic Legacy. 

  After some discussion it was agreed to respond with a reminder that Sandhurst Town Council 

  is already substantially committed to supporting the legacy. It maintains one of the best  

  recreation and sports facilities in the region. It inspires young and old with its RESPECT, 

  RESPONSIBILITY AND RIGHTS and Sandhurst Pride initiatives. The themes behind all of 

  the Town Council Policies are to Inspire Generations and many of the events featured at the 

  Memorial Park promote health and wellbeing eg. Sandhurst Family Fitness Funday. 

  It was agreed that Sandhurst Town Council have no plans to develop 3
rd

 Generation pitches on 

  its grounds but will watch with interest the negotiation between the various organisations who 

  who were interested parties over the Sports Centre proposals.  ACTION   

 

 

150. Date of Next Meeting.  The date of the next Strategy & Policy Committee meeting  will be on 

 Thursday 23
rd

  May 2013 at 7.45 pm in the Kitty Dancy Room. 

 

151. In Committee Exclusions of Public & Press 

 

 It was RESOLVED that pursuant to Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972, members of 

 the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the consideration of items, which involved the 

 likely disclosure of exempt information under the following category of Schedule 12A of the Act. 

 

 Information  relating to employees of the Council. 

 Information  relating to terms of a contract.   
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