SANDHURST TOWN COUNCIL
COUNCIL OFFICES
SANDHURST MEMORIAL PARK
YORKTOWN ROAD
SANDHURST, BERKSHIRE
GU47 9BJ

Executive Officer
Angela Carey

Tel: 01252 879060 (24hr answer phone)
Fax: 01252 860070
Email: stc@sandhurst.gov.uk

All Leisure Committee Meetings are open to the Public and Press.
Dear Councillors J. Porter (Chairman), Mrs J. Bettison (Vice Chairman), P. Bettison,
Mrs S. Davenport, Ms G. Kennedy, R. Limbu, R. McKenzie, Mrs M. Mossom,
R. Mossom, P. Panesar, M Sanderson, N. York.
You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Leisure Committee to be held
via Zoom on Thursday 18th March 2021 at 7.30pm for the purpose of considering
and resolving upon the subjects and matters set out in the agenda below.

Angela Carey (Executive Officer)
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82825492024?pwd=ZWhKMnBzR3JmUjd2TWdTOVlqZ2E2
QT09
Meeting ID: 828 2549 2024
Passcode: 947988
1. Apologies for absence
To receive and approve apologies for absence.
(Procedural item)
2. Members’ interests
To receive any declaration of interests from Members on the business to be transacted.
(Procedural item)
3. Minutes of Leisure Committee
To receive and confirm the Minutes of the proceedings of the Leisure Committee held on
21st January 2021 (pages 1093-1097) as a true and correct record. (Decision item)
4. Memorial Park Maintenance
a) To update the Committee on the new flooring in the play area at the Memorial Park &
Owlsmoor Park. (Information item)
b) To consider the route for the new pathway from Pyes Acre Car Park prior to the release of
the tender on contract finder. (Annexe 1). (Decision item)

c) To consider the improvement of other paths on the park to include in the tender process.
(Decision Item)
5. Large Events
a) To inform the Committee about the delegated decisions that have been taken concerning
the following events• Music Festival 2021
• Summer of Fun 2021
• Fireworks 2021
• Freedom March 2022.
(Information item)
b) To consider a request that has been received from a regular vendor to hold an event on the
park (Annexe 2). (Decision item)
6.Tree Policy
To consider the policy that has been created following a request from this Committee.
(Annexe 3). (Decision item)
7. Owlsmoor Play Area
To receive an update concerning the progression of the refurbishment of the park. (Information
item)
8. Beehives
To receive and consider a request from the Allotment Association to allow beehives to be
situated in the allotment area.
(Annexe 4). (Decision item)
9. Press and Publication Forward Plan
To review and add Leisure elements to the press and publication forward plan as required and
to receive an update on recent press articles released by the LGA media communications team
on behalf of STC. (Decision item)
10. Councillor Reports
To receive verbal reports or updates as required from Borough Councillors or Councillors
representing Sandhurst Town Council on outside bodies. (Information item)
11. Sports Club
To receive an update from the Sports Club. (Information item)
12. Sandhurst Residents Association
To receive updates from the Sandhurst Residents Association. (Information item)
13. Sporting Clubs and Societies
To receive updates from any other sporting and recreational groups and associations present
at the meeting. (Information item)
14. Next meeting
To confirm the next meeting date as 20th May 2021. (Procedural item)

ANNEXE 1: Paths on the Memorial Park
Meeting: Leisure Committee

Date: 18th March 2021

Agenda item: 4

Author: Angela Carey

1. Purpose of report
To apprise the Leisure Committee of the suggestions for improvements to paths on the park.
2. Background
As previously discussed by the Leisure Committee there is a need for a new path from Pyes
Acre Car Park to join up with the path by the tennis court.
Photographs are included to illustrate the proposed route.
There are also two other paths that need some improvement –
• The path by the Cricket Field
• The path by the balancing pond
Photographs are included.
The tender for the contact will be displayed on the Government Contracts Finder Website.
3. Recommendation
To discuss and consider which paths to include on the contract finder tender as due to
budget restrictions it is unlikely that all three areas can be undertaken at the same time.

Tennis Club hut to Pyes Acre Car Park back exit 242 metres, additional path to side exit 60 metres

Bridge 8.5 metres – resurfacing required, remainder of footpath is 166 metres

Section of muddy footpath 50 metres

Tennis Club hut to Cricket field path 65 metres,, The first part of the cricket field path is concrete and could potentially be repaired 62
metres, remaining path to bridge to Jubilee field is 118 metres.

ANNEXE 2: Kids Zone
Meeting: Leisure Committee

Date: 18th March 2021

Agenda item: 5b

Author: Angela Carey

1. Purpose of report
To apprise the Leisure Committee of a request from a regular vendor to hold an event.
2. Background
A regular vendor has requested to hold a Kids Zone event in the park.
This will consist of an area of a field being enclosed. In this area there will be a variety of
children’s activities such as inflatables, trampolines, etc as well as refreshments. There will
be an entrance fee for the public and once admitted they will have a timed session where
they can use all the facilities with no extra charge (except refreshments).
The proposal is that the zone is in position for a few days during the summer. Specific dates
have not been discussed due to the current restrictions.
The vendor holds public liability insurance and will supply a risk assessment should the
event be approved.

3. Recommendation
To discuss and consider the request.

ANNEXE 3: Tree policy
Meeting: Leisure Committee

Date: 18th March 2021

Agenda item: 6

Author: Angela Carey

1. Purpose of report
To apprise the Leisure Committee of a draft version of a Tree Policy.
2. Background

A request was made by the Leisure Committee to create a Tree Policy.
TREE POLICY
This policy sets out the approach Sandhurst Town Council takes regarding their owned
trees:
Tree Inspection –
STC Ground Staff carry out a daily check of the Memorial Park and a twice weekly check of
Owlsmoor Park. This includes trees. Any remedial work identified will be undertaken by the
Grounds Team if it is within their skill set. Should there be a need for specialist work, a
professional is engaged to complete the task.
STC will engage a specialist to carry out a tree audit every two years. The tree specialist
appointed must be skilled and be independent from those contractors who may undertake
the work. All work recommended by the tree specialist will be reviewed and actioned
accordingly.
Resident Requests to carry out tree work NOT specified in the Tree Audit –
At times STC receive requests from residents who live adjacent to land owned by the Town
Council to carry out tree work. If the work has not been recommended by the Tree Audit,
then it is unlikely to be work that is essential for either the health of the tree or the health and
safety of the public. However, it may be that the tree is causing a legal nuisance such as
obstructing footpaths or damaging buildings. An assessment for legal nuisance will be
carried out by the Grounds Team. If such nuisance is determined, the appropriate corrective
action will be undertaken. Legal nuisance does not cover overhanging branches (which can
be removed by the party); right to light or bird mess from nearby trees.
Replanting trees –
Where trees are removed due to a recommendation from the tree inspection or where trees
fall due to weather conditions, a suitable replacement tree will be planted in the vicinity.
Requests for memorial treesAll requests will be considered in line with the Commemorative policy which states•
•
•

The type of tree, plant or wildflower and position of planting will be agreed with
STC.
The planting will be undertaken by the Ground Staff.
There will not be any commemorative plaques permitted. Instead, an entry into
the commemorative book will record names and locations of Memorials.

3. Recommendation

To review the policy and suggest any amendments before the recommendation to
the Strategy & Policy Committee for the adoption of the policy.

S:\MEETINGS\PREPARATION (Agenda and reports)\3 Leisure\2020_2021\2021 03 18\A3_
Tree Policy.docx

ANNEXE 4: Beehives
Meeting: Leisure Committee

Date: 18th March 2021

Agenda item: 8

Author: Angela Carey

1. Purpose of report
To apprise the Leisure Committee of a request to gain permission from STC for the
Sandhurst District Allotment Association to site 2 beehives on the allotment area.
2. Background
Please see the below report from Phil Dodds•

Enquiry received from a couple of allotment members about the possibility of having
some beehives.

•

Matter was researched through the National Allotment Society & the British
Beekeepers Association.

•

Both stressed that permission must first be attained from the owners of the
land(STC)

•

Initial information was provided to plot holders at the AGM in January.

•

Feedback has since been requested from members.

•

If permission is given to proceed, the hives would be sited at the far end of the
allotments.

•

A gentleman from the Wokingham & District Beekeepers Association would provide
the hives and bees and be responsible for their upkeep. The future aim would be to
encourage some allotment holders to work with him & train up themselves.

•

All appropriate safety precautions would be taken.

•

All appropriate insurance cover would be put in place.

•

SDA would produce a bee keeping policy.

•

Dual purposes for installing the beehives are:
To halt the decline in honeybees and to increase the chance of pollination of crops
on the allotments, resulting in higher yields.

Appendix:
Allotment Beekeeping - published by British Beekeeping Association (BBKA)
Honeybees & Wild Pollinators – published by the National Allotments Society (NAS)
3. Recommendation
To discuss and consider the request.

• Keep a clean apiary; bees are susceptible to
disease, which can be spread by leaving dirty
equipment around.
• Provide water at a suitable place from the outset,
to discourage bees from using watering points.
• Beekeepers should practice swarm control
techniques to reduce the frequency of swarms.
Swarming is a natural process but may well concern
other plot-holders, make sure that contact details
are always available for the beekeeper or a stand
in.
•If you are working outside amongst flowering
plants there is always going to be a risk of insect
stings, whether or not there are bees on site, so
make sure you have proprietary medication in
your first aid kit – bee stings should be removed
quickly with a finger nail to minimise the dose of
venom. Extreme reactions and stings in the mouth
or throat should be treated as an emergency.

Selling honey
Allotment legislation defines an allotment as a
place which is “is wholly or mainly cultivated by the
occupier for the production of vegetable or fruit
crops for consumption by himself or his family” and
their use for trade or business is prohibited. It is
permissible for plot-holders to sell genuine surplus
produce, which may include surplus honey; allotment
authorities are more likely to be comfortable
with this activity if the produce is donated to the
allotment association and the money raised used for
site development.

Honey bees and
wild pollinators

Education
Having bees on site is a great opportunity to
educate fellow plot-holders, their children and the
local community about food growing and the natural
world. It can also help to stimulate community
interest and engagement with wider environment
concerns.

Become a member of
The National Allotment Society
Membership of The National
Allotment Society comes with a
raft of benefits, from discounts on
horticultural products through to
initial legal advice and horticultural
expertise. To become a member
visit www.nsalg.org.uk
or call 01536 266576.

Pearl Bordered Fritillary butterfly

Useful contacts
British Beekeepers Association
www.bbka.org.uk
Tel: 0871 811 2282 or 0871 811 2337
Beebase www.nationalbeeunit.com
www.buglife.org.uk/
www.bumblebeeconservation.org/
Wildlife Gardening Forum www.wlgf.org/
www.gov.uk/government/news/bees-needs-publicurged-to-support-pollinators
This publication contains public sector information
licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.

O’Dell House, Hunters Road, Corby, Northamptonshire NN17 5JE
T: 01536 266576 • E: natsoc@nsalg.org.uk • www.nsalg.org.uk
© NSALG 2012

Allotment holders can help to protect honey bees and other
wild pollinators such as hoverflies, solitary bees and butterflies by
managing their plot or site so that is pollinator friendly and even
more productive.
www.nsalg.org.uk

Pollinators under threat

Allotment honey-bee-keeping

Many of our food crops such as apples, pears,
strawberries, raspberries, tomatoes and field beans,
as well as many wild flowers need visits by insects
to transfer the pollen between plants, leading to
fertilisation and the production of seeds and fruits .
The dependence on pollinators varies from crop to
crop; from an allotment perspective, runner beans
have an 85% dependence on pollinators, cucumbers
65% and top fruit – apples, pears and plums have
between 65% and 85% dependence.

NAS supports the keeping of bees on allotment
sites, however allotment tenants do need to check
their Tenancy Agreements and speak to their
Landlord prior to siting hives on an allotment plot.

Sadly, along with other pollinators of crops and
wild plants such as bumblebees, moths, butterflies,
hoverflies and lacewings, honey bees are threatened
by the spread of pests and diseases, land-use
intensification (including habitat destruction and
pesticide use) and climate change. It is feared that
two thirds of pollinators are in marked decline and
that 25% are threatened with extinction.

Hoverfly

Other steps that plot-holders can take on their plots
include creating nesting boxes for solitary bees,
lacewings or ladybirds and providing somewhere for
them to drink; a shallow bowl filled with pebbles is
ideal. Building an insect house with your children is
a great way of getting them involved and interested
in the natural world.Think about developing forage
useful to bees and other pollinators to increase the
biodiversity and environmental value of the site as
a whole.
Some allotment favourites that will feed pollinating
insects
Spring – wallflower, spotted dead nettle, native
primroses, black/red/whitecurrants

Ladybird

What you can do
By following the five steps below, we as allotment
holders can play our part in current efforts to halt
this decline and maintain a healthy eco-system.
• Grow more early and late flowering, nectarand pollen-rich flowers amongst your allotment
produce
• Large allotment sites could leave small, hard to
cultivate patches of land to grow wild to provide
breeding areas for beneficial insects
• Cut grass on plots and in communal areas less
often or leave some of the grass long
• Avoid disturbing or destroying nesting or
hibernating insects - postpone your plot tidy up till
spring
• Think carefully about whether to use pesticides as
these also kill beneficial insects

Summer – hollyhocks, chives, borage, marigolds,
open centred dahlias,
Autumn – Showy sunflower, nasturtium, single
flowered dahlias
Winter – if you have space on your plot or site
most of the winter flowering shrubs will attract
pollinators along with bulbs such as winter aconites
and crocus under soft fruit bushes

National pollinator strategies

The 1908 Small Holdings and Allotments Act, Section
61 does on the face of it provide an interpretation of
cultivation which includes horticulture, the keeping of
bees and the growth of fruit and vegetables. Further
information is available below in the practical actions
and considerations.
Following the arrival of the Varroa mite in the 1990s
numbers of UK honey bee colony fell significantly
but awareness campaigns over the last few years
have resulted in a resurgence in the popularity of
beekeeping and there are some very successful
projects on allotment sites; contact the NAS office
for details.
It has been estimated that honeybees pollinate about
34% of crops in the UK and having beehives near or
on your site will result in higher yields and better
quality produce. Here are some tips for prospective
beekeepers and landowners who are considering
beehives on their site.
• The NAS recommends that associations and
landlords who allow allotment beekeeping have
a Beekeeping Policy and agreement in place; the
Society can offer assistance with this. Some sites
will be unsuitable for the keeping of honeybees.
• If you are embarking on an allotment beekeeping
project or wish to keep hives on your plot make
sure that you spend time consulting everyone on
your site and nearby households, be prepared to
accommodate the needs of those with allergies or
other concerns.

In November 2014 the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs produced a
“National pollinator strategy: for bees and other
pollinators in England”, which sets out a 10 year plan
to help pollinating insects survive and thrive. The
document can be downloaded from www.gov.uk/
government/publications/
The government in Wales has also developed an
Action Plan for Pollinators that can be downloaded
from this website www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/en-GB/
Wales-Action-Plan-for-Pollinators

Photography credits: Ladybird and bumble bees www.karenparkerphotography.co.uk

Bumble bees

It has been estimated that
honeybees pollinate about
34% of crops in the UK
•Involve others – the more people on site are
involved in the beekeeping project, the more
sustainable it will be. The cultivation practices of
your fellow plot-holders could affect your bees as
they are very susceptible to insecticide sprays.
• Beekeeping is a responsibility in a public place, link
with your local British Bee Keepers Association
who will offer training and ongoing support; BBKA
membership offers insurance for beekeeping
activities. We would also encourage beekeepers to
register their hives with the government National
Bee Unit; which gives free access to advice and
support.

Practical considerations
• Although beehives can be kept successfully on
an individual’s plot we would recommend setting
up an apiary in an agreed place. Hives are best
situated away from other plot holders, paths and
public roads.
• Surround the apiary with two meter bee-proof
fencing so bees fly up and away – over people’s
heads. Try to keep long implements away from
the hive area as they can be used by vandals to tip
over hives.

Honeybee

• Only handle bees when the area around the
apiary is quiet but do not manipulate bees when
you are the only person on site.
www.nsalg.org.uk
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BBKA - Information Leaflet

Spraying and pesticides:

General points:

Honey bees are very vulnerable to the effects of insecticides.

This leaflet is one of a series intended to help beekeepers and
non-beekeepers. If you believe the contents of this leaflet are
relevant to you, please seek further advice from an experienced
beekeeper or your tutor.

You should ensure that any applications under your control are
made with due consideration for the bees and that other allotment holders are also aware of the correct procedures. This
should still be the case even if there are no bees on your
allotments.

Fera Officials:
As with all livestock, honey bees are susceptible to diseases, some
of which are more serious than others and may be highly infectious. Some of these are ‘notifiable’ to Fera, under the same
general regulations as other livestock diseases, such as foot-andmouth disease in cattle.
In these instances, the Fera Bee Inspectors have statutory powers
to inspect hives, deal with disease and to survey the extent of the
spread of disease from other colonies.
They can issue ‘standstill’ notices to prevent colonies and equipment being moved and ‘destruction’ notices which may require
the affected colonies to be burnt and buried in-situ. Please cooperate as fully as you can, the need may be urgent.

L015

Allotment
Beekeeping

Information is updated regularly – please check with the BBKA
web site at: www.bbka.org.uk – for the latest information.
This leaflet supersedes No3 (2009 2nd edition).
Note: The same information is published in our PDF leaflet L015
available for download from the BBKA web-site.

Disclaimer:
This leaflet is provided for general interest and information
only and is not intended to provide specific advice for any
individual. BBKA make no representations or warranties
about the accuracy or suitability for any purpose of the
information contained in this document. No liability is
accepted for any injury or loss arising out of the contents
or information published within this leaflet.

To the Allotment Manager:
On behalf of the British Beekeepers Association (the
BBKA), thank you for considering the possibility of honey
bees being kept on your allotment. As you are probably
aware they play a vital part in pollination, not just for our
food but also for many other plants.They also produce
food and most of us like honey…
The increasing prevalence of diseases in honey bees
means they need more and more support from man to
help them survive. Feral colonies are usually short-lived
because of untreated diseases, so managed colonies of
honey bees are vital to us all.
The following is intended to answer questions you may
have about bees and ‘your’ beekeeper(s). More information can be obtained from the BBKA.

© February 2012 - The British Beekeepers Association
National Beekeeping Centre
Stoneleigh Park, Kenilworth,
Warwickshire CV8 2LG
Telephone: 02476 696 679
Facsimile: 02476 690 682
Email: admin@britishbeekeepers.com
www.bbka.org.uk

Registered Charity No: 212025

BBKA – supporting bees and beekeepers
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Location of Hives:
Ideally, a suitable site would be fairly open, light and airy. To avoid
being a nuisance bees can be forced to fly above head height by
surrounding the hives with hedging, solid fencing or simple screening such as is used for windbreaks.
Bees are very precise about their flight paths in order to save
their energy and do not generally go off course. It might be a
good idea for all bees to be kept in one designated area, rather
than spread around the site.

How many Hives?:
In a normal situation there is no particular upper limit on the
number that can be kept in one place, but on an allotment it is
reasonable for this number to be kept at a manageable level.
Each situation will be different and it may make sense for there to
be an agreed upper limit, but be aware there are some times during the summer when it is part of normal management techniques
to temporarily increase colony numbers.

Swarming:
All honey bees try to swarm, although not every year. This is the
only way they can reproduce and your beekeeper should be
aware of how to deal with this.
In general, an inspection of each hive is required at least
once a week to check for signs of swarming preparations
during the ‘swarming season’, which is roughly April to July in the
UK. There are a number of swarm control techniques which a
competent beekeeper will be aware of.
If and when swarming does occur, as it sometimes does despite
the best efforts of the beekeeper, there is no need for other
allotment holders to be concerned. Despite the ‘busy-ness’ of the
bees, the swarm should settle down in a short time into the normal cluster and can be re-captured if it is safe to do so.
Bees are NOT normally aggressive when they are swarming. By
the way, the so-called ‘killer bees’, (more correctly called Africanised honey bees), DO NOT OCCUR in the UK.

Water:
Bees need water, just like any other living creature. They like
‘damp things’, such as pond margins, for they can drown in deep
water. However, once bees have found a source of water they like,
they will continue to use it.

Making them change if this is inconvenient may require co-operation of other allotment holders to temporarily cover water or
some other intervention.

Unattended Hives:
Beekeepers should not use allotments as storage space for equipment that does not contain bees. No wax comb should be left
exposed in an apiary; it should be stored in a bee-proof way.
Beekeepers should not knowingly put aggressive colonies of bees
onto allotments. If you suspect that this is occurring, then the
beekeeper should be asked to remedy the situation immediately.
It is a good idea to ensure that all hive equipment has some sort
of identification mark placed on it by the beekeeper and that
reliable contact information for the beekeeper(s) is available at a
known communal point on the allotment, perhaps in a tea-hut or
suchlike.

Vandalism:
Please try and ensure that long objects, such as poles and ladders
are secured. Our experience is these may be used to push hives
over from a safe distance.

Stings:
In general, bees will normally only sting to defend their home if
provoked. They will react to their hive being tampered with.

First Aid for stings:
Stings may cause swelling and itching for several days, this is
normal. Any sign of dizziness is more serious; consult your GP.
In the case of sudden fainting/collapse (or of stings inside the nose
or mouth) call an ambulance. Stings near eyes should receive
prompt medical examination. If possible remove finger rings
quickly if stung on the hand.
Children who are stung should be observed for an hour or two to
make sure there are no adverse effects.

Wasps and bees:
These are often confused, but wasps nest in the ground, in buildings or in the open making "paper" nests. Wasps can be a real
nuisance to bees, as they may rob hives of the honey.
Wasps are valuable insect pest predators in spring and summer
because they eat pests like aphids.

Insurance:
The BBKA provides third-party insurance cover to all beekeepers who are fully paid-up members. This insurance cover is in
respect of their own beekeeping activities. The BBKA issues membership cards and your beekeeping allotment holder should be
able to show their card.
Be aware that if they cease to be a BBKA member they may not
be insured. Other non BBKA beekeepers may need to prove that
they have the required degree of cover from other sources.

Qualifications:
The BBKA operates a well-established national system of
assessments and examinations for beekeeping skills at a number of
levels.
The starting point is the ‘Basic Assessment’, which all beekeepers
are eligible to take after they have kept bees for one full year or
had equivalent experience.
Further details are available on our web-site
visit www.bbka.org.uk

