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 SANDHURST MUSIC FESTIVAL 2026 
Saturday 18th July saw thousands of residents of all ages heading to the Memorial Park for this 
year’s Free Sandhurst Music Festival, enjoying six hours of live music and a spectacular drone 
display finale. 

After being officially opened by Mayor of Sandhurst Cllr Graham Birch, the proceedings got 
underway with students from Sandhurst School beautifully performing some well known 
classic tracks, as the crowd continued to grow into the evening.   

While the Disco Heads mingled with the crowd for numerous selfie requests, hit after hit 
followed with high energy performances from Niqi as Tina Turner, Ultimate Kylie, Pop Gods, 
Liam as Robbie, and ending with Owaysis, as revellers joined in with every well known chorus 
line and arms swayed towards the night sky.  

As in previous years the plan had been to finish the night with a spectacular fireworks display.  
But with the ongoing heatwaves and dry conditions, this plan changed at short notice to 
instead have Sandhurst’s first ever drone display.  Huge thanks go to Star Fireworks and their 
sister company Star Symphony Drone Shows for enabling this  late change in the 48 hours 
before the event. 

Our regular compere Brian deserves a special mention for once again keeping the crowd 
engaged and entertained between acts. Thank you also to all the vendors and suppliers that 
helped to make the event successful, and to all the generous residents who donated £935 
from car parking, bucket collections and the Mayor’s VIP event,  in support of the Mayor of 
Sandhurst’s chosen charities Thames Hospice and Walk Once More. 
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Sandhurst Memorial Park awarded the 
coveted Green Flag Award as it is officially 

recognised as one of the country’s best parks 
Sandhurst Town Council is celebrating after 
receiving a Green Flag Award for Sandhurst 
Memorial Park for the 23rd consecutive year. 

Cllr Graham Birch, Chair of the Leisure Committee 
said, “I am incredibly proud of the Green Flag status 

and I am incredibly proud of the whole team at 
Sandhurst Town Council who continuously work 
hard to achieve this standard”.  It comes as the 

internationally recognised standard for parks and 
green spaces celebrates its 30th year. 

 
Sandhurst Memorial Park is one of a record breaking 

2,391 in the UK to achieve the award this year – a 
fantastic testament to the hard work, passion and 

dedication of the team who care for this green 
space, ensuring it is maintained to a high standard 

for visitors and residents to enjoy. 
 

Paul Todd MBE, Green Flag Award Manager at Keep 
Britain Tidy, said: “Parks are essential public spaces 

that support our wellbeing, our communities and 
our economy. Yet for millions of people, particularly 
in the most deprived areas, local parks simply don’t 

feel safe or welcoming. 
 

“With public services under pressure, investing in 
parks is not a luxury, it’s a practical, preventative 

solution and one of the most visible ways to improve 
people’s quality of life.  Sandhurst Town Council 

have shown what can be achieved when parks are 
properly supported and managed. As we celebrate 

30 years of the Green Flag Award, we want every 
community to have access to green spaces like this 
that are safe, welcoming and maintained to a high 
standard.  "Congratulations to everyone involved." 

 
 
 
 

Sandhurst Neighbourhood Plan now faces 
independent examination 

 
The Sandhurst Neighbourhood Plan was 
commenced by Sandhurst Town Council late 
in 2023 with the objective of enhancing local 
planning policies to maintain the unique 
identities of the four communities that make 
up the town. What makes Sandhurst unique? 
Well, it has no recognised town centre, it has 
two High Streets, it has no buildings over 3 
storeys high, it has lots of open green spaces 
and countryside land. The objective of the 
Neighbourhood Plan is to retain the open 
green space surrounding the Town, enhance 
the green background within the Town, retain 
public houses, not to increase traffic 
congestion on major roads and to improve 
parking provision. 
 
The objectives were based on comprehensive 
comments received from Sandhurst 
residents, including a detailed questionnaire. 
Our thanks to everyone who took the time to 
respond. All responses are summarised on 
the Bracknell Forest Council website 
bracknell-forest.gov.uk under Neighbourhood 
Planning. All Neighbourhood Plan documents 
can be viewed on the Sandhurst Town 
Council website sandhurst.gov.uk. 
 
The process will now be completed by 
Bracknell Forest Council who have appointed 
an independent examiner to ensure the 
Sandhurst Neighbourhood Plan complies with 
current planning legislation. Once it has been 
accepted by the Examiner and Bracknell 
Forest Council, Sandhurst residents will be 
invited to approve or reject the finished 
Sandhurst Neighbourhood Plan at a 
referendum (hopefully before Christmas).  If a 
simple majority in favour of the plan is the 
result, then Bracknell Forest Council will place 
a motion before its council to “make” the plan 
and when approved it will become law and all 
planning applications in the Sandhurst area 
will be subject to the Bracknell Forest Local 
Plan and the Sandhurst Neighbourhood Plan 
policies. 

 

http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/
http://www.sandhurst.gov.uk/
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SANDHURST IN  
BLOOM 

Michael Brossard, Chairman Environment Committee 
 
 
 
 
At our first Environment meeting of 2025, I proposed to project manage the installation of hanging 
flower baskets in our four parishes. 
 
Plan A was on a 'no cost' basis, where our proposal was to use the existing aluminium streetlights for 
our double hanging baskets.  Unfortunately this approach was unsuccessful as the lighting officer at 
Bracknell Forest Council deemed that the weight of double hanging baskets would compromise the 
integrity of their streetlights. 
 
On to plan B.  As proposed to our Environment Committee, the solution was to install flower towers in 
Little Sandhurst and Owlsmoor.  However before our order could be placed with Window Flowers of 
Slough, the following steps were required: 

1. A search of the Land Register to establish ownership of the land on which we propose to install 
the flower towers. 

2. Secure permission from the landowner for their installation. 
3. Secure agreement from BFC Highways Department for positioning, ensuring that motorist sight 

lines are unimpeded. 
4. Obtain agreement from Continental Landscapes (BFC contractor) to facilitate grass cutting 

around the flower towers. 
In addition, Ringways were contracted to replace 8 metal posts in Central Sandhurst and College Town 
to enable installation of double hanging baskets. 
 
Window Flowers have installed the following: 

1. A flower tower at Mill Shopping Parade, Little Sandhurst 
2. A flower tower outside Owlsmoor Community Centre 
3. Hanging baskets outside the shopping complex in Central Sandhurst (from Greggs to the Co-op) 
4. Hanging baskets outside ALDI, College Town 

Window Flowers will water these floral displays on a regular basis along with plant substitution in the 
Autumn to provide plants that are durable over the winter months. 
 
Lastly my thanks to my Environment colleagues for their support over this challenging period. Patience 
has its reward!  
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From the Mayor of Sandhurst 
Summer has shown the very best of Sandhurst 

 
The past few months have been incredibly rewarding and have reminded me why 
Sandhurst is such a special place to live. 
 
Since becoming Mayor, I've had the privilege of representing our town at a wide 
variety of community events, from Armed Forces celebrations and charity fundraisers 
to youth organisations and local community groups. Every engagement reinforces 
just how fortunate we are to have so many people who freely give their time to make 
Sandhurst a better place. 
 
One of the highlights of the summer was opening Sandhurst's fantastic Music 
Festival. It was wonderful to see thousands of residents enjoying a day of live 
entertainment while also raising money for my chosen charities, Walk Once More 
and Thames Hospice. My sincere thanks go to everyone who attended the Mayor's 
VIP reception and supported these incredible causes. 
 
I was also delighted to attend the Army Welfare Services Youth Space and our 
Summer of Fun activities, where it was inspiring to see young people enjoying new 
experiences, making friends and building confidence. 
 
A particularly poignant moment came when I had the honour of speaking at the 
memorial service for our former Sandhurst Town Councillor, Koush Miah. Koush 
devoted so much of his life to serving our community and was respected by people 
from every political background. It was a privilege to pay tribute to his kindness, 
generosity and dedication to Sandhurst. He is greatly missed. 
 
Looking ahead, I hope to continue bringing our community together through a series 
of enjoyable fundraising events during my mayoral year. These aren't just about 
raising money - they're about creating memories, meeting neighbours and 
celebrating everything that makes Sandhurst such a wonderful place to live. 
 
Finally, I'd like to thank every volunteer, councillor, officer, local business and 
resident who has supported our events so far. Community spirit is alive and well in 
Sandhurst, and I look forward to seeing many more of you over the coming months.  
 
Councillor Graham Birch, Mayor of Sandhurst 
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ARMED FORCES FLAG RAISING 
The Armed Forces Flag Raising event took place  

on 22nd June at Sandhurst Memorial Park. 
 

It was a moment to recognise and thank all those 
who serve, and have served in our Armed Forces, 

along with their families.  Their dedication and 
sacrifice protect the freedoms we enjoy every day.   

Thank you to everyone that attended. 
 
 

 

You waited patiently, now……. 

THE NEW SLIDE IS 
OPEN! 😊😊 

Thank you everyone for your patience as we waited for replacement parts to be 
manufactured, delivered and installed for our new slide installation.   

 
Unfortunately some elements of the slide had been damaged.   

The replacement bespoke parts have now been delivered and installed, so this 
exciting new addition to Sandhurst Memorial Park is now open for use! Enjoy! 
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Councillor  

contact list 
Central Sandhurst 
Janice Alves de Sousa 
janice.alvesdesousa@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Michael Brossard 07974 650742 
michael.brossard@sandhurst.gov.uk 

      Mike Forster  07968 996217 
mike.forster@sandhurst..gov.uk 
Sophie Forster  07594 565267 
sophie.forster@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Parm Panesar 07958 275725 
parm.panesar@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Ali Williams                        07864711620 

     alison.williams@sandhurst.gov.uk 
 

College Town 
Nick M Allen             07710 353762 
nick.allen@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Mike Butcher 07775 537344 
mike.butcher@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Ben Hutchinson  07958 950347 
ben.hutchinson@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Margaret Mossom  07795 437159 
margaret.mossom@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Leigh Quigg 07985 194447 
leigh.quigg@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Philip Thompson 07934 975851 
philip.thompson@sandhurst.gov.uk 
 
Little Sandhurst 
Mrs Jean Bettison         07836 382005 
jean.bettison@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Paul Bettison 07836 287050 
paul.bettison@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Dale Birch 07747 847374 
dale.birch@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Graham Birch 07708 984280 
graham.birch@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Christopher Ives 07912 552021 
christopher.ives@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Nicky Coppins 07824 825101 
nicky.coppins@sandhurst.gov.uk 
 
Owlsmoor 
Diane Allum Wilson 
diane.allumwilson@sandhurst.gov.uk 
John Edwards              
john.edwards@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Hazel Hill 07798680709 
hazel.hill@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Preety Limbu  07412 670080 
preety.limbu@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Ray Mossom 07920 535992 
ray.mossom@sandhurst.gov.uk 
Paul Widdowson 
paul.widdowson@sandhurst.gov.uk 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events at the Memorial Park 
Saturday 12th September 
Sandhurst’s Got Talent 

 
Saturday 31st October 

Sandhurst Town Council Fireworks Event 
 

Sunday 8th November 
Sandhurst Town Council – Remembrance Service 

 
Saturday 28th November 

Sandhurst Town Council – Christmas Lights 
 

Follow us on Facebook and www.sandhurst.gov.uk 
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